TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

July 18, 2006

7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall meeting room in the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, July 18, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, Councilman Robert Aswell, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Nathan Hendren
Staff Present:
Brenda Ward, Town Clerk / Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer / Fred Baggett, Smith Moore LLP
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call To Order

Mayor Dennis Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation: Councilwoman Iris Powell asked for a moment of silence in 


memory of Pat Wulfeck, “who was one of our biggest supporters and 



who has passed away.”
Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda

 A.
Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal advised, “We have Mr. Gerry Cohen signed up to speak tonight. I make a motion that we add him to the Agenda for the Public Hearing part on the Voluntary Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance.”
Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried
Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Minutes 



Mayor Paschal asked for any corrections or changes to the 



Minutes for June 6, 2006. There were no corrections.

Councilwoman Iris Powell made a motion, “We accept them as written.”

Councilman Robert Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article V.
Public Hearings:


Mayor Paschal called the Public Hearings to order.

A.  Consideration of Recommendation to Add Chapter VI, Voluntary 

      Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance 

      to Town of Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinance
Mayor Paschal invited Lee Templeton, Planner, to address Council.
Mrs. Templeton explained, “This Ordinance was tabled back in May, and the Mayor wanted to work on an ordinance for new farmers. Mayor Paschal’s ordinance will be totally separate from this Voluntary Ag Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance.”
She added, “This Ordinance…works for and with farmers who have been farming for three years or more, and it is modeled after the State’s model ordinance, which Mr. Cohen who will be speaking tonight, helped develop.”

Mrs. Templeton continued, “I asked Mr. Gerry Cohen, who is the Southeast Director for American Farmland Trust, if he would come to perhaps give you his perspective on the Farmland Preservation Ordinance.”

She continued, “Mr. Cohen works out of the Graham area and has helped a number of counties in the State with their Voluntary Agricultural District Farmland Preservation Ordinances; and this new one—Voluntary Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance—the difference being, this one is an enhanced version. The farmers who want to be part of the enhanced district will commit their conservation easement for ten years. The regular voluntary agricultural district has the conservation easement that they are able to get out of whenever they choose.  Of course, the benefits are different as well. The longer you commit for, the more benefits you will gain.”
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Mrs. Templeton asked Mr. Cohen to address the Board. 
Mr. Cohen thanked everyone for the opportunity to come to Wentworth. “I am the Southeast Regional Director for American Farmland Trust. We are a national, non-profit organization, our mission being to stop the loss of productive farmland. We work with individual landowners, work with communities, with policy-makers on the state, local and national level, looking at different ways that people can hold onto their agricultural land and keep it in productive use.”
Mr. Cohen said that one of the big areas he has worked on during his five years in North Carolina has been the Voluntary Agricultural District programs. He explained that the programs have been authorized at the State level and that counties are allowed to pass individual ordinances so they can enter into agreements with landowners, in which landowners can limit development for a ten-year period and get a set of benefits back from the county. 
Mr. Cohen explained, “It works as both a show of faith on the part of the landowners and the local jurisdiction, that they feel that agriculture is an important part of their future. And it lets new residents get an understanding of where agriculture is taking place in the county and what some of the issues might be in an agricultural community.”
Mr. Cohen said there are 47 counties in the state that have passed the ordinance. “Last summer, I worked on a new piece of legislation at the state level—House Bill 607, which did a couple of things—one is, it gave an expanded definition of Agriculture, realizing there were a lot of changes going on in the whole world of agriculture. It established a new Advisory Committee for the Commissioner of Agriculture on Farmland Preservation, and it created this new category of Ag districts called the Enhanced Voluntary Ag District. So it gave an additional set of tools that both communities and landowners could choose from.”
He continued, “One of the other, really important pieces, is that for the first time, it gave cities, municipalities, the authority to pass one of these Voluntary Ag District ordinances, and as far as I’m aware, there are no cities yet in the State of North Carolina that have done this. The Town of Siler City a couple of years ago passed a Resolution saying that they would honor the provisions of their county ordinance if anything happened in their ETJ, but no city or municipality has yet adopted their own ordinance.”
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Mr. Cohen added, “One of the reasons I think this has been an important piece or such a popular tool amongst the counties, and increasing in importance, is due to the changing face of agriculture. For generations, it was corn and beans and tobacco, and that did fine. It could be maybe one person out on the farm on one tractor covering a lot of acreage.”

“Well, agriculture is changing a whole lot now…it is value-added. It is turning strawberries into jam, apples into applesauce.”
Mr. Cohen mentioned that his family makes an annual “picking” trip to Haight Orchards in the Wentworth area to get apples, commenting, “So I think there is an increasing public connection with the agricultural community, where people are coming onto farms, and farmers in particular are having to add new investments to their facilities to  look to that next generation of agriculture. And that is why I think that this Ordinance would be really valuable here in your community, because it gives your farmers a sense of stability so they know if they make a significant investment in their Ag operation, they will be able to continue to farm and be profitable here in Wentworth.”
Mr. Cohen concluded, “I think you have a good opportunity tonight to be a real leader across the State, in being the first town to do this. I recently learned that you got State authority a couple of years ago to honor the Ag zoning exemption that went on at the county level, to do the same in the city limits. I think it would be wonderful if you could be a leader in the Voluntary Ag district piece as well, to be the first one in the state to demonstrate your support of agriculture.”
Mayor Paschal replied, “We may be the only one, too. Of course, our farms are dwindling and that’s one of the reasons why we wanted to look at doing something like this. I think it’s a good program and we should implement it for those who may want to do the enhanced and the voluntary Ag district.”
Mayor Paschal expressed his concerns about the forestry program and some who have been “asked to cut immature trees…Is there anything that can be done to that part of the ordinance…does the Town have any leeway there?” 
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Mr. Cohen replied, “I am not aware that there is any connection between that and the actual Ag district ordinance itself. I think that, at least in Alamance County, what is driving a lot of immature tree cutting is, as the Tax office is reviewing people’s eligibility for the use-value program, landowners are nervous, as they want to be sure that they demonstrate that they are carrying out their active forest management plan. I’m not aware that there is any piece of that which would be impacted by this ordinance.”
Mr. Cohen added, “Lee (Templeton) mentioned the plan for beginning farmers and I really appreciate your interest in supporting beginning farmers, as I think that is a very important issue.”

Mr. Cohen advised that he is currently on a North Carolina Board, “…where we are trying to make connections between retiring and beginning farmers to see how they can combine their assets to create a new generation.”

He continued, “Unfortunately, with the State authority of this law, it only covers property that is eligible for the use-value taxation program. So by this initial state law, you can only look at those properties that have been in Ag use for three years. But I really commend you for looking at what you can do to support beginning farmers, and I can make a connection between the director of the Farm Transition network. I think he would really enjoy working with you on that kind of project.”  
Mayor Paschal thanked Mr. Cohen for his remarks and asked Council if they had any questions.

The Mayor asked, “If we put this in place, and say…we don’t have that many farmers, but you have to have a seven-member board, is it something that you could put in place, as far as the board members, when someone comes in and says they want to be a part of it?”

Mr. Cohen answered, “Absolutely, I think you could appoint them as the need arose; also, I think you could work closely with the County program in terms of what is the application process, the administration process. They’ve had that experience on the county level, as to the easiest way to handle that.”
Mayor Paschal asked, “As far as the people you appoint to this post…they’re all farmers, a cross section of the community…exactly how does that go?”
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“I think it is what you as a council are comfortable with,” said Mr. Cohen. “The ordinance as currently written, says that at least 51% of the board members shall be actively engaged in farming.”

Mayor Paschal asked, “Can more be?”
Mr. Cohen replied, “Yes. In Alamance I think it is all full-time farmers.
But it’s nice to get some geographic distribution or people who have good communication with the full farming community.”
The Mayor recognized Harry Rakestraw from the audience, who had a question for Mr. Cohen. He asked, “Aren’t there organizations out there that are paying farmers not to cut their timber and putting them in conservation easements for fifty years or something like that? Are there any funds available to organizations or the Town so they can preserve farmland? Are there any opportunities there?”
Mr. Cohen said, “That is certainly one of the pieces I am working on in my job, is trying to get more funding for programs to actually pay landowners for doing this and for putting long-term restrictions on their property. Right now, the only significant funding in the State of North Carolina is through the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, and that is based around water quality and land buffers along the streams. It is not really designed quite as much for active farming, but with this new Advisory Board in the State Department of Agriculture, there is certain a push to get some significant funding in that program. Hopefully in the next couple of years…the more you can let your State legislators know of your interest, the better shot there is, I think.”


Mayor Paschal commented, “This is a voluntary program. No one has to 



get into it unless they want to. And since we can wait until we have people 

apply for it to put the Board in place, I don’t think it will cause us any 


problems here immediately. I’m sure we can find seven folks who farm or 


plant gardens around, that would be qualified and know a little bit about 


farming.”



With that said, the Mayor made a motion, “That we pass the Voluntary 



Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance.”



Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All 


voted in favor and the motion carried.


Mayor Paschal thanked Mr. Cohen for addressing Council.
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Article V.
Public Hearing:


Mayor Paschal introduced the second item for Public Hearing:

B. Consideration of Possible Changes to Wentworth Zoning 

    Ordinance: Chapter II, Article VII – District Regulations / Section 

    3. Table of Permitted Uses for “Highway Commercial”

Mayor Paschal invited Lee Templeton to address Council.

Mrs. Templeton began by saying, “This is really just an expansion of the Highway Commercial zoning district that we already have. The Planning Board, several months ago, took a hard look at this and determined that we have too many possibilities in Highway Commercial. Last year, when we had the possibility of a straight Highway Commercial rezoning, it caused the Planning Board to realize that if you did a straight rezoning (HC), you could have anything from an adult use to a book store, and if you did this, you didn’t have any control over what went where.”

Mrs. Templeton said the Planning Board’s solution was to divide Highway Commercial  into three (3) districts—1, 2, and 3. 
Mrs. Templeton referred everyone to Section 1. of Article VII. District Regulations, and reviewed the explanation of the three HC districts, explaining that HC-1 reflects the least intense uses and HC-3 the most intense.

She moved on to the Table on Permitted Uses (Section 3.) explaining, “We went through, at a couple of Planning Board meetings actually, and reviewed all the uses on the table as to which ones needed to be in which zone.”
Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Templeton why schools are shown in Highway Commercial 1…“Schools are normally Office and Institutional, right?”
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Mrs. Templeton checked the current Zoning Ordinance book, which showed that the original county ordinance as adopted by the Town, allowed schools in Residential Agricultural, Residential Protected, Residential Mixed, Office and Institutional and Community Shopping. 

She said, “All of these, from RA all the way to HC-1 are permitted with the Special Use Permit. They really aren’t permitted anywhere without a Special Use Permit.”

Continuing, Mrs. Templeton summarized, “I have expanded the Table of 
Permitted Uses to reflect the choices the Planning Board made, which I 
think were good choices. We had fairly long discussions about what went 
where.”
Councilman Aswell said, “I would like to thank the Planning Board for 

the work they have done.”

Mayor Paschal and others agreed.

Mayor Paschal asked if someone would like to make a motion regarding 
the Ordinance text amendment separating the Highway Commercial 
Zoning District into three sections.
Councilman Aswell made a motion, “That we approve the establishment 
of the districts and accept the Town Council’s Analysis and statement.”
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. 

The Clerk asked about the Approval and Denial statements and the 
wording for motions as provided by our former attorney for Council to 

use. 
Mayor Paschal said, “That’s okay. His motion was good.” The Town 
Attorney agreed.

(Note: My concern and the point I was trying to make is that we need to be consistent in 
the wording of motions regarding zoning amendments, in order to be in     

compliance with the General Statutes. In transcribing the minutes, it appears that 

this “statement” was not adopted as part of the motion in the first public hearing.)
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Mayor Paschal asked if there was any more discussion about the motion 
on the table. There was none, and the Mayor called for a vote.  All voted 
in favor and the motion carried.



Mayor Paschal noted that Council would now move out of the Public 



Hearings and into regular session.
Article VI.
Old Business


A.  Discussion of New Town Hall


Mayor  Paschal recognized Councilwoman Powell, who said that 

discussion of a new town hall was tabled at the last meeting, “So you 
could be here, Dennis, and we don’t want you to vote against it.” 

Councilwoman Powell commented that the first plan presented by 
the Town Hall Committee, “Alternative # 9—the big one (6,764 sq. 
feet) is the one that everyone was in favor of.” 

She said she really thinks Council needs to decide on one—
“Something to shoot for as a goal, and to decide whether we are (going 


to build) or not, because lumber is going up every day.”


Mayor Paschal thanked Councilwoman Powell and said, “I don’t 
think the big one will pass. We can vote on it if you want to. I have 
looked through all of them multiple times, and looking at the amount 
of space we have now (council chambers), 40 puts us back half way to 
that area back there which is all we use most of the time. That’s 800 
square feet and with 3 offices at about 144 square feet, you’ve got 
1200 or 1300 square feet that we are using now. If we can double or 
triple that, it would do us for the short term. Mr. Rodriquez (architect) 
said when we started talking about this, that we could add on to it at 
any time, and start off with around 3,000 or 4,000 square feet.


Councilwoman Powell said, “If you know you’re going to need more 
space eventually, why not just build the whole thing now and be done 
with it while the cost is no higher.”


Mayor Paschal said, “We don’t know when we’ll have to build on or 
if.  We can do it, but I think everyone ought to come up with one they 
think they can support, if anybody can support one or the other.”
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Councilwoman Powell said, “Well, we know the one that I’m going 
to support and the one Evelyn is going to support because she worked 


on it (Town Hall Committee). I’m assuming she’ll support the one the 
committee came up with.”

Mayor Pro Tem Conner said, “I say that when we do build, we need 
to build for the future. But I don’t want to have a vote on it tonight or 
make a decision on it tonight because if we’re going to approve 
funds…”

Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked the Clerk about the Resolution on the 
Agenda for Town Hall funds.  The Town Clerk explained that the 
Resolution is merely a means of establishing a fund for the specific 

purpose of building a town hall. She added, “It doesn’t mean that if 
you decide on a certain one tonight that we are going to start building 


it tomorrow. She (Councilwoman Powell) is just asking for a 
commitment or a decision as to which one you want to build.”


Mayor Paschal, referring to the Resolution to Establish a Municipal 
Facilities Fund asked, “We haven’t already approved that, have we? 
As 
far as the amount?”

The Town Clerk replied, “We haven’t approved anything…I just put 
an amount and a time limit in there as an example, but you will need to 
decide what you want to put in there.”

Councilwoman Powell said, “If Dennis wants such a small building, 
we can go up there and use the house. They’re not going to put a 
highway through there because I called them today and asked them.”


Mayor Paschal said, “We could use the house, but I think we’re going 
to need about 3 or 4,000 feet. I don’t think the house is that big.”


Councilwoman Powell: “Well, you keep saying we need a smaller 
one…why can’t we take that house and add on to it? What’s the 
difference in adding on to a new building and adding on to an old 
building?”


Mayor Paschal: “This is my personal opinion. If Brenda and Yvonne 
are up there and they have 6,500 square feet and people are walking in, 
and they’re the only two people in the building, they’re going to 
wonder why in the world you built that thing? They are.”
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Mayor Paschal said, “Iris is right. I think we should make some kind of decision. If you don’t want to vote on it tonight, we can put it off until our next meeting. I would like for everybody to look at it and come up with what you could support. The committee put a lot of time into it, and to me, if I’m going to build something I’d just as soon do it as soon as possible. We can have a fund and put money into it, but you’re six or seven or eight years out from doing anything with a bigger one if you put a hundred thousand dollars a year into it.”

The Town Clerk commented, “But we could also use some of the money in the Trust (North Carolina Capital Management Trust Fund).”

“Right,” the Mayor said. “And we can get a loan, too. But I do think we need to decide something on it pretty quickly. We’ll vote on whether or not we want to put money aside for it, but I think everybody needs to look at it and see if there is some version they can support and we’ll hash it out at the next meeting.”
Councilman Aswell made a motion, “That we table it.”  Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VI.
Old Business (Continued)


B.  Update on Town Website



Mayor Paschal asked the Clerk if she had some information on the 


website. Mrs. Ward said that Jonathan Citty planned to be at the 


July 5th Council meeting, but that since the meeting was changed to the 

18th, he could not make it. She said he does plan to be at the 



August 1st meeting.



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we table the update on the 


Town website until August 1st.”  Councilman Aswell seconded the 


motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion 


carried.

C.  Update on BellSouth Charges for Relocating Telephone 



Facilities Along Crumpton Road due to Road Paving Project.



Mayor Paschal related that the Town Clerk talked with someone at 


the Department of Transportation about the billing.
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Mrs. Ward said she spoke with John Hunsinger about another 


matter, and mentioned to him that Council has asked the Town 



Attorney to look into the charges being billed to the Town for the 


relocation of utility lines on Crumpton Road. She said that Mr. 



Hunsinger seemed puzzled and she explained to him that she had 


expressed her concern to Mike Mills who said that the Department of 


Transportation could no longer use small urban funds to pay for utility 


work. She said Mr. Hunsinger asked her to let him check into it and 


get back to her. Mrs. Ward said Mr. Hunsinger called back the same 


day and said there was a misunderstanding and that the Town should 


not pay the BellSouth or Duke Power invoices for moving the utility 


lines (Crumpton Road).



Mayor Paschal asked if D.O.T. said anything about reimbursing the 


Town for the amount paid to Dan River Water.



Mrs. Ward said that since the Town had already paid Dan River 


Water, she didn’t think to ask him about that. She said she didn’t want 


to push her luck and was just glad not to have to pay the other two.



Mrs. Ward said she will be glad to make a call or send a letter 



requesting reimbursement of the funds paid to Dan River, if Council 


would like for her to do so.



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we send them a letter 



requesting a credit for payment made to Dan River Water, Inc.”



Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 



All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Councilman Aswell asked if he could share some information with 
Council concerning the paving on Crumpton Road. Mayor Paschal agreed.
Councilman Aswell said Mr. Harry Rakestraw asked him if he knew why paving work had stopped on Crumpton Road. Councilman Aswell said he spoke with Jason Julian, a D.O.T. Maintenance Engineer. Mr. Julian advised that they had to stop work on Crumpton Road to do some safety work on Old NC 87 in Eden, and also, that there is a problem with a manhole on Crumpton Road. Councilman Aswell added, “They don’t know what they are going to do with it yet. But he said they will get done with the road this year.”
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Article VII.
New Business




A. Consideration of Plat Survey (Subdivision) for B. Wayne Barber




     Mayor Paschal asked Planner Lee Templeton to address the Board 



     concerning the plat survey. 



     Mrs. Templeton explained that a little over two acres is being cut out 




     of 8.6 acres, “almost at Sims Road.” She said the two-acre parcel 




     is next door to Shady Grove Missionary Baptist Church. 



     The Town Clerk mentioned that the plat is actually across the road 



     from the church, but that it is next door to the church cemetery on 




     County Home Road.




     Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we approve the plat survey.”




     Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 



     All voted in favor and the motion carried.




B. Consideration of Request to Add Chapter VII for Initial 




     Investment and Preliminary Farm Protection, as an Alternative to 



     Chapter VI of the Town of Wentworth Planning and Zoning 



     Ordinance (Subject to Recommendation of the Wentworth 




     Planning Board and Subsequent Public Hearing.)




     Mayor Paschal explained, “This is to protect somebody’s initial 



     venture into farming, for people who are brave enough to take it on.”




     He said that several people in the county are, “…planting grapes and 



     other vine crops, cane crops, and there is no protection under the 



     Voluntary Agricultural Ordinance until you get out to three years and 



     you had a thousand dollars per year.”

     Mayor Paschal said, “All this is for is to show on the zoning maps, so 
 

     that somebody, after they do this for a period of a year, to place them     

     on the map. And, anyone moving into that area will see them just like 
     they do the other farms out there. And if somebody wants to pay for a 
     sign, they can get their own. They have to pay for it, the Town doesn’t.



     Mayor Paschal read the “Participation Requirements” from his draft of 


     a proposed ordinance protecting new/small farms in the Town of 



     Wentworth. (Note: A copy is attached hereto and made a part of these 



     minutes.)
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Mayor Paschal explained that his attempt at drafting the Wentworth 
Ordinance is only to lay the ground work for the ordinance and said 
that it will need to be reviewed by Smith Moore. He asked if anyone 
had any questions.

Councilman Hendren asked if the ordinance requirement to show 
receipts, purchase, signs, etc. was going to be something that the Town 
staff could handle without additional help. 


Mayor Paschal said, “No more farmers than you’re going to have, I 
really don’t think it will be a problem…put the guy’s name on a file, 


look at his receipts and verify the information.”


Since there were no more questions, Mayor Paschal made a motion 
to, “Pass this on to Fred (Baggett, Town Attorney) to carry to the 
appropriate folks and have it drawn up as a simple, short ordinance to 

preclude the Voluntary Ag District.”

Mr. Baggett asked, “Is this something that Mrs. Templeton would 
help with?” 


Mayor Paschal replied, “I would like to have it just as simple as this.”


We would like to keep it short and sweet.”

Mr. Baggett said, “I have a lot of respect for planners and I don’t’ 

want to do anything that’s different from what she knows should be 
done.” 

Mayor Paschal commented, “This is totally different from the 
voluntary one. It would be stand-
alone and it would just be for 


farmers that are  coming in, spending money and…”

Mr. Baggett said he would come up with something and send it to 

Mrs. Templeton to have her look at it.”


Mayor Paschal said that would be fine.


Councilman Hendren seconded Mayor Paschal’s motion. There was 
no additional discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VII.
New Business (Continued)




C. Consideration of Resolution in Support of Adding a turning Lane 



     On NC 87/65, Beginning at a Point +/-400' East of Peach Tree 



     Road in the Wentworth Town Limits to Sandy Cross Road for a 



     Distance of .83 miles.



     Mayor Paschal noted that this resolution replaces a similar resolution 


     adopted by the Council at their June Council meeting. 


     The Town Clerk explained that County Attorney Gene Russell thought 

     there may be some misunderstanding by using the word “widening,” 


     “When, in fact, Robert intended to ask for a turning lane along there.”


     Councilman Aswell made a motion, “We accept the Resolution as 


     presented to replace the June Resolution.” 



     Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion.



     Mayor Paschal asked for any discussion.



     Councilwoman Powell asked, “Do we need all of that? We have a 


     turning lane for the high school and the fire department? We don’t have 

     any businesses down there.”



     Councilman Aswell said, “That’s why we don’t have any…because 


     there is no turning lane there.”


     Mayor Paschal said, “We’re (Town) going to have to have something 


     out there too, to come in from that side (to town property). 



     Councilman Hendren said, “There won’t ever be any business down 


     there if we don’t do it.”



     Mayor Paschal said, “This is just a resolution supporting it. We’re not 


     saying we’ll pay for it.



     Councilwoman Powell said she was just thinking about “all those 


  
 
     people’s yards and them having to remove trees and shrubbery, that 



     they have worked their whole life to get.”
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     Mayor Paschal, “I think they’ll only take about 8 to 10 feet on each 


     side of the road. If we (Town) come out on that end, we have to have a 


     271′ acceleration lane coming into our driveway out there. So there is 


     going to be a lot going on up there. They are probably going to four-


     lane it all the way to the D.M.V. office when they build it. In the 


     mornings, the traffic is backed up all the way to Red Rooster.”


     Counclman Hendren said he had a question about NC 87 after the 


     vote.



     Mayor Paschal noted the motion and a second and asked for any 


     additional discussion. There was none.



     The motion carried by a vote of 4 to 1, with Councilwoman Powell 


     voting against the Resolution.



     Councilman Hendren asked if D.O.T. intends to widen NC 87. He 



     said there was a report on News 2 a couple of weeks ago about the 


     animal shelter being torn down…Councilman Aswell said this was in 




     reference to widening Freeway Drive and that the intersection is NC 87 

     and Freeway Drive, where the Reidsville Veterinary office is.


D. Consideration of Resolution for the Establishment and 

     Maintenance of A Municipal Facilities Capital Reserve Fund
     Mayor Paschal recognized the Town Administrator who explained 

     that the establishment of the Capital Reserve Fund has been submitted 

     at the request and vote of council at their June meeting.

     Mrs. Ward said, “We have talked with Mr. Rouse, our auditor, about 

     it, and he will work with Yvonne (Russell, Finance Officer) as far as 

     setting it up properly. You can come up with the time limit and the 

     amount, as I only put these in for example.”

“You should think about what portion of the fund balance we already have, that you may want to use for a Town Hall, and then that would give you an idea of how much more you need and the amount to put in the Reserve Fund.”
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     Mayor Paschal asked, “What’s our fund balance right now?”




     “Almost a million,” said Mrs. Ward, asking the Finance Officer for 



     verification. “About 10,000 under a million dollars,” Mrs. Russell 




     confirmed.




     Mayor Paschal said, “Well, we could just pay cash for a Town Hall.”




     The Clerk replied, “That’s what we’ve been trying to tell you. And the 



     longer you wait, the more it’s going to take.”




     Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had a problem with the four-year 



     period in the Resolution, or the $100,000 amount.  Councilwoman 



     Conner commented, “It says ‘no less than’ so we can add to, if we 



     want to.”



     Councilman Hendren said, “And we could cap it at that, as well.”



     Mayor Paschal said, “I’m planning on…we’ll probably build 




     something before then.”




     Mayor Paschal reviewed the remaining sections of the Resolution.




     Town Attorney, Fred Baggett, said he didn’t think the part about “an 



     affirmative vote equal to or greater than two-thirds” (Section 4) was 



     correct. He added, “I don’t think you can, by ordinance, restrict the 




     usual majority vote rules.”
     The Mayor asked the Clerk, “Where did that come from?” 



     Mrs. Ward replied, “Clerks use the School of Government ListServ to    




     get examples of resolutions and other documents that other Towns have 


     already done, and I got this one from the ListServ, but I don’t 



     remember which Town.” 

     Mrs. Ward added, “The auditor reviewed the wording and said it 

     was fine but he probably wouldn’t know about the voting issue.”

Mayor Paschal asked the Clerk to change that sentence in Section 4 to read, “Authorization of all transfers will require an affirmative vote of the majority of all the actual membership of the council, excluding vacant seats.”
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     Mayor Paschal asked if there was anything else questionable in the 




     wording. 




     Mrs. Ward noted that Section 5 refers to the Budget Amendment that 



     will be necessary if the Resolution is passed. She said Council’s 



     approval of the Resolution authorizes the Budget Amendment, which 




     will be submitted at the August Council meeting.




     Mayor Council said, “And if we build a town hall before the four 




     years are up, then we don’t have to put anymore in there, right?”



     Councilman Hendren asked, “This Municipal Facilities Capital 




     Reserve Fund—that can be anything we decide on? Does this say 




     specifically that this is the town hall or is it a gym that we might build 




     or what?”




     Mayor Pro Tem Conner said, “I think we should change it to ‘town 




     hall’. That was the purpose of doing the Resolution, was for the town 



     hall. That is what was discussed at the last meeting.”




     The Town Clerk said, “Councilwoman Powell’s request was for a 




     Town Hall Capital Reserve Fund, so maybe we should change it. I  




     should have noticed that, because technically, it could be anything.”




     Mayor Paschal asked Councilman Hendren if he had a problem with 



     the Resolution saying, “Town Hall,” since he was at the June meeting 



     and heard the discussion.




     Councilman Hendren said he did not have a problem with it.




     Mayor Paschal noted that the Resolution should say “For the 




     Establishment and Maintenance of a Capital Reserve Fund for A Town 



     Hall.”




     Councilman Hendren asked, “If we start this and then we do not vote 




     for a Town Hall to be built, what happens to the funds?”




     Everyone agreed that a town hall will be built, “some day”.




     The Clerk said Council could vote to transfer the funds to the 


 


     General Fund.
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     Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked the mayor if he had looked at Section 




     6. Mayor Paschal said it looked okay to him. 




     The Town Clerk said, “Any reference in the Resolution to municipal 




     facilities will be changed to Town Hall.”




     Councilwoman Powell said, “It looks like everything is right to me.”



     Councilman Hendren said to the Mayor, “At that amount, that would 




     buy what you want.”




     Councilwoman Conner said, “But in four years, it will take 




     $800,000.”




     Mayor Paschal said, “I make a motion that we ‘approve the 




     Resolution with the three amendments:




     1. Change (title) to, “Municipal Facilities Capital Reserve Fund for 




         A Town Hall;




     2. Under Section 4, take out “equal to or greater than two-thirds,”




         and say “of the majority of actual membership” and, 




     3. Insert “town hall” wherever it says municipal facilities in Section 1 




         through 7.’   ”




     Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. There was no 




     additional discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article VII.
New Business (Continued)




E. Consideration of Municipal ordinance Declaring Speed Limit 



     Modifications and Request for Concurring Ordinance by N.C. 



     Department of Transportation / 25 mph on SR 2467 (Wrenn 



     Memorial Drive) From a point .33 mile south of NC 65 northward 



     to NC 65 in Wentworth.



     Mayor Paschal noted the next item of business concerning declaring a 



     25 mph speed limit on Wrenn Memorial Drive at Rockingham 




     Community College.



     Councilman Hendren said he thought the speed limit was already 25 



    mph. The Town Clerk explained, “Since we incorporated, the 



     Department of Transportation has asked us to declare several speed 



     limits within the Town, more as a formality for their records.”
Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

July 18, 2006

Page 20




     Mayor Paschal agreed saying, “They have made us do a bunch of 




     them. I make a motion that we declare the following (25 mph) speed 




     limit.”




     Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion.  There was no 




     discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.


Article VII.
New Business (Continued)



F. Consideration of Resolution of Support for Amendment to Town 



     of Wentworth Charter Specifying a Cap on Property Tax Rate



     Mayor Paschal explained, “This is a cap on any future tax that any 



     Council can charge in the Town of Wentworth, and it would be a 


     charter amendment where they would have to go through the 



     Legislature to make any changes to it. It makes it just a little bit more 


     difficult for them to go out and do.”



     Councilwoman Powell commented, “I don’t think we even ought to 



     talk taxes of any kind. You’re going to scare the people to death in 



     Wentworth.”



     Mayor Paschal said, “We’re actually doing them a big favor by 


     capping the tax, any future tax that they would ever have to pay.”



     Councilwoman Powell said, “This is a bad time to talk about taxes 



     when the County (taxes) just went up. I know you’re not asking for 



     any. I don’t know how you can cap something when you don’t have it, 



     as I told you yesterday.”



     Mayor Paschal: “I know it worries y’all that people may be thinking 



     we are going to charge taxes to pay for the Town Hall, but we’re not 



     going to.”



     Councilwoman Powell asked the Town Attorney if the Council could 


     put a cap on something “we don’t have to start with.”


     Councilman Hendren said, “Just like building for the future, we’re 



     capping for the future.”
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     Mr. Baggett replied, “You can cap it, but it doesn’t mean anything if 


     you don’t have a tax to begin with. It just means that if you ever 


     impose a tax, then you have a cap.”



     The Town Clerk asked, “But you know it can be changed by anyone 



     else (future councils) at any time.”



     Mayor Paschal said, “It can, but they’ve got to go to the General 



     Assembly to do it.”



     Mr. Baggett commented, “It creates a particular problem for whoever 



     does…


     Councilwoman Powell asked, “You don’t think the next Board 



     coming in will be smart enough to know how to tax the property if it 



     has to be done?”


     Mayor Paschal: “You may end up getting a Board that decides they 


     want to compete with Reidsville or one of the surrounding towns. You 


     can’t ever tell what might happen when we’re gone, Iris. Where we’ve 


     always had the opinion that we didn’t want to compete with Reidsville 


     or Eden for commercial and industry, you may get a group of people in 




     here who may say, ‘Okay, let’s start assessing these taxes. We’re going 



     to provide you with water and sewer whether you want it or not, and 



     we’re going to start competing with the other municipalities 



     around…’   ”


     Councilman Hendren interjected, “And just wait until you get a 



     couple of developers sitting up here…they could go crazy.”



     Mayor Paschal said, “It’s not a future tax. It’s just a cap on any rate a 



     future council would have until they go to the General Assembly and 



     have it removed.”



     Mayor Paschal passed out some information to Council related to 


     property value in the Town of Wentworth—“It’s $113,168,838 and 



     that’s with the exempt things, schools, etc. taken out of that.”

     “At a 30-cent tax rate, our levy would be $339,000.00. If you add in the 



     sales and use tax that we get now, it puts you up to about $800,000.00.”
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     “If they ever change to ad valorem, we have that scenario there also. 



     We would get an additional $253,000.00, which would give you 


     $592,000.”


  
     “With a 35-cent-tax rate, that would be $396,000 along with our share 



     of $292,000 from the sales and use tax on the ad valorem basis.”

     “We would still get the $500,000.00 that we’re getting every year, now, 

     if they don’t change the way they’re distributing it (per capita).”

     “And then, with a 40-cents tax cap, that would be $452,000 plus 
     $333,000 for a total of $783,000 and that would put us up around 

     $900,000 a year with our current distribution.”
     Mayor Paschal said, “Currently Dan River Water probably serves 

     about half the Town, maybe a little less. They are doing some work up 
    

     here to increase the water pressure. And anywhere there is a line put in 

     by somebody like Dan River who gets those type of grants, you have   

     trouble putting another line in. It can be done, but it almost takes an act 

     of Congress.”

     Mayor Paschal said that with the County doing the sewer lines, “those 

     are two big things (water & sewer) that future Boards shouldn’t have to      

     deal with. We paid a matching grant on this million-dollar leg going up 

     to Calvary Church, out of funds we had available at the time.”
     The Mayor concluded, “We should be able to operate where we are 

     now, the way we’re operating now comfortably, with the 30 or 35. The 

     40 would insure that we would have plenty of money to contract with 

     the county for planning and zoning and for sheriff’s protection. 

     Probably with that, we could afford to hire a planning and zoning 

     person.”

     Mayor Paschal asked if anyone felt that one rate would be more 

     appropriate than the other.

     Councilman Hendren suggested, “Why don’t we look at the middle of     

     the road.” 

     Mayor Paschal said, “Thirty-five (35¢).”
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     There were no other comments.

     Mayor Paschal asked the Town Attorney if he wanted to draw up the 

     text or if the Representatives should do it.

     Mr. Baggett said he could draw it up, “But it’s going to be redone by 

     Bill Drafting.”
     Mayor Paschal said, “That’s what I thought. We have what the Town 

     of Oak Ridge used and it’s pretty short.”

     Mr. Baggett asked the Mayor, “Do you want the referendum in there?”

     Mayor Paschal answered, “Yes. I think that if the people decide that 

     they want to pay more taxes, at that point in time, they can.”

     With no further discussion, Mayor Paschal made a motion, “To have  

     our representatives draw this up as a tax cap, ‘except with the approval  

     of the qualified voters of the Town in a referendum under G.S. 160A-
     209, the Town may not levy ad valorem taxes in excess of thirty-five 
     cents (35¢) per one hundred dollars ($100.00) valuation.. This section 
     does not limit taxation to pay the debt service on general obligation 
     indebtedness incurred by the Town in accordance with law.”
     Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion.

     Council voted 4 to 1 in favor of adopting the Resolution.  

     Councilwoman Iris Powell voted “no.”
     The Town Clerk asked who would make the contact with the 

     Representatives—“the Town Attorney, Mayor, or…”
     Mr. Baggett said he thought the Town should do it… “They listen to 

     y’all more than they listen to us.”

     Mayor Paschal said that he had spoken with Senator Phil Berger and,   

     “He said if we passed it tonight and get it to him, he may be able to tag 
     it on to some other bill and get it through, so we’ll just send him what 

     we’ve passed.”
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Article VII.
New Business (Continued)


G. Consideration of Amendment to Formalized Financial and Cash


     Management Policy (Section I – Financial Policy – “To require 

     annual review of authorized check signers”)


 

     Mayor Paschal recognized the Town Administrator. 




     Mrs Ward referenced Page 2, Item 6 of the Financial and Cash 




     Management Policy. She advised that the Town’s auditor, Mr. Rex 



     Rouse, “asked us to amend the policy to require annual review of those 



     who are authorized to sign checks for the Town.”




     Mrs. Ward said, “It probably is a good idea to approve these each year 




     in case we want to change signers periodically or in case someone does 




     not want the responsibility more than one year at a time.”



     Mayor Paschal noted that he and Mayor Pro Tem Conner, along 




     with Mrs. Ward and Mrs. Russell, are current signers. He added, “If 




     someone else wants to do it, that’s fine. If not, I’ll still do it.”




     Councilman Hendren made a motion, “That we approve the 




     Amendment to require annual review of authorized check signers.” 



     Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion.




     All voted in favor and the motion carried.




     The Town Clerk asked, “Does this mean that we’re also approving 




     the current signers for the new fiscal year?”  



     The Mayor then made a separate motion, “That Evelyn and I continue 



     to be the signers.” Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. No 




     further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VIII.
Public Comment
Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and noted that Mr. Cohen was the only one who signed to speak and that he spoke during the Public Hearing.
Article IX.
Announcements




Mayor Paschal made the following announcements:
· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be on Tuesday, August 1, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will be held on Tuesday, August 15, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.

Article X.
A D J O U R N




Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we adjourn.” 



Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the 




meeting was adjourned.



Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





               Brenda Ward, Town Clerk



    Approved By: ______________________________






                             Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
