TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

May 2, 2006

7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall meeting room in the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, May 2, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, Councilman Robert Aswell, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Nathan Hendren
Staff Present:
Brenda Ward, Town Clerk / Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer / Lee Templeton, Rockingham County Planning and Zoning / Jordan Nance, Town Attorney 
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call To Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation: Given by Councilwoman Iris Powell.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda

 A.
Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal made a motion, “to add Item H under New Business—North Carolina D.O.T. request for Crumpton Road—to the Agenda, and that the Agenda  be approved as amended.”
Councilman Robert Aswell seconded the motion.  There was no 

discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Councilwoman Powell asked the Mayor, “When are we going to put the Town Hall on, to vote on a new town hall?” Mayor Paschal responded, “When everybody looks at it and decides they’re ready to do something. Are you ready?”

Councilwoman Powell said, “I’m ready, and Evelyn’s ready.” Mayor Paschal replied: “Okay, then we’ll try to get it on at the next meeting.”

The Mayor reminded Council that they may put something on the agenda whenever they choose to do so. “Don’t be bashful.” he said.
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Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Minutes for April 4, 2006



Mayor Paschal asked for approval of the minutes for April 4, 2006. 

Councilwoman Powell made a motion, “We accept them as written.” Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article V.
Public Hearing(s):

Mayor Paschal called the Public Hearing to order and invited Lee Templeton to address Council.

A.
Consideration of Recommended Changes to Wentworth Zoning 

Ordinance:
· Chapter II, Article VII, Section 4.6/ Use: Planned Business Development; 
· Chapter II, Article VIII, Dimensional Requirements; 
· Chapter II, Article IX, Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements/ Section 1. Off-Street Parking Standards/ Section 2. Lighting/ Section 5. Improvement, Design and Location Standards

Mrs. Templeton remarked, “Last time there was a question of whether some of this had already been considered and that there may be an overlap. But, no, there hasn’t been any overlap. This is not a redo of anything that has already been done.” 

“I think the problem is that we have seen this same piece of paper about four different times, and that’s why it seems so familiar. We did originally, back in January or February, consider changes that PTCOG (Piedmont Triad Council of Governments) recommended at the same time that we were considering the changes that Mr. (Harry) Rakestraw proposed.” 

“What was decided on,” said Mrs. Templeton, “was the changes Mr. Rakestraw asked for and that were also recommended by the Planning Board. And these were tabled by Council, or rather, referred back to the Planning Board for consideration.”

“The Planning Board then recommended approval and you considered this again last month. At that meeting, Council asked that, ‘All dumpsters shall be required to provide a 20 x 30 concrete dumpster pad and approach.’ And that was the only change that was made in this.”

“What you got in your packets was the corrected copy with the 20 x 30 as opposed to the 20 x 20, and so this is up one more time for you to vote to approve the changes or not.”
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Mrs. Templeton continued, “And the changes are, for a brief summary—in the Planned Business Development (PBD), we are talking about buffers when they are facing a street or a driveway that is right beside a residential section, but not the front right-of-way that faces Main Street.”  “Or Highway 87,” said Mayor Paschal.

Mrs. Templeton said, “Mom’s Kitchen for example. The front part of Mom’s would not have this greenbelt in front of it with the trees and all…but…there is a house next to Mom’s though…so, if Mom’s were to go in there now as part of a PBD where you have several (stores) on one lot, all basically under one roof, but this does not apply to just one business on a lot…But if Mom’s was a PBD, there would be the greenbelt running between her parking lot and the house…with trees to help screen the house….but this applies only to Planned Business Developments where you have multiple businesses under one roof.”
Mrs. Templeton continued, explaining, “The next section is Dimensional Requirements. The only change that was made there was zero (“0”) lot lines so that you could have attached housing next to each other, legally. So, if you wanted to do business town homes or residential town homes, you could do it. If you were selling the town homes and the land underneath the town homes….sometimes they sell the town home and not the land…the Homeowners Association or somebody else owns the land underneath the Town house. But, if you are going to have a town home where you buy the home and the land, then you’ve got to have a zero (0) lot line…that’s what this is for.”
Mrs. Templeton said, “The other thing, regarding Heavy Industrial, is that if we ever had anything Heavy Industrial in Wentworth, then there would be a 50-foot side-yard between it and the next piece of property. And that’s all under Dimensional Requirements.”
Moving on to “Off-Street Parking Standards,” Mrs. Templeton said, “Some of this is just clean-up with a couple of new things. One is that we would enlarge parking spaces from 9 feet by 18 feet to 9 x 19, to begin to accommodate larger vehicles.”

“Also, for banks and similar financial institutions, currently it is one space for every 200 square feet of gross floor area, and I think it is five stacking spaces. PTCOG felt like three (3) was a plenty, so they just made that a little smaller.” 
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Mayor Paschal asked:  “Didn’t the Planning Board already discuss this and change it to 1 in 4…and in the end, I think they made it one in three…I remember there was a lot of conversation about that.”

“No,” replied Mrs. Templeton. She explained that the change the Planning Board made was only for restaurant parking, “which was two in five, and that changed…”
Mayor Paschal: “And that’s not affecting this…these are only changes that’s not reflected in the whole ordinance there…for the Planned Business Development?”

Mrs. Templeton: “Well, no…just the first part of the changes (Chapter II, Article VII, Section 4.6) is for a Planned Business Development. The Dimensional Requirements (Chapter II, Article VIII) affects everybody who is doing multi-family, townhouses or condominiums, anywhere in the town.”

She also explained that the Off-Street Parking Standards apply throughout the town—“All the parking changes are for the whole town.”

Mayor Paschal: “I’ve got a question on, ‘Changes to the use of an existing building shall trigger…’ (under Off-street Parking Standards). “What if there’s no more room? Do we shut the businesses down?  I understand there has to be a change of use there (for the parking changes to apply), but if somebody closes down and somebody else wants to use that piece of property or something, then they would be limited to the same use as the other place…”

Mrs. Templeton: “If somebody did it right now (closed down) and they had a business that only needed four (4) parking spaces and there is only room for 4 parking spaces on the lot, and somebody else wanted to come in and do something that required eight (8) parking spaces, we wouldn’t allow it. Because, there wouldn’t be room for the parking. Which means if they tried to go in there anyway, they would be in violation and they wouldn’t be allowed.”

Mayor Paschal: “Well, like the banks, if they have four (4) parking spaces and room for stacking, you couldn’t put a restaurant in there, and I understand that because there is a minimal amount of parking at the bank. But let’s say, if we have something that’s close…would we be able to grant a variance at that particular time for the business to go in, like we did for the bank to allow them to put the ATM machine in?”
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Mrs. Templeton:  “Variances are supposed to be topographical, not use. In fact, the new State statutes state that a variance can not be for a use, which parking really is.  If someone else came in at the bank and they needed 4 or 5 more parking spaces, then they would have to find that land somewhere.”

She added, “But most uses, commercial particularly, are based on the size of the building, and unless it was something like a restaurant or something that would have a high amount of traffic in and out, you wouldn’t increase the number of parking spaces.”

Mrs. Templeton said she was not working in the Town when the bank was granted their variance, but that she would assume it was granted based on the amount of square footage in the building itself…“as to how many parking spaces it needed.”

“So whatever else might go in there, if it fits in that size building, unless it was a restaurant that generates a lot of traffic, you wouldn’t increase the number of parking spaces.”
Mayor Paschal asked, “What are some uses that might increase it? Do you see anything out there where there might be some problems?”

Mrs. Templeton: “Funeral Homes…require one space for every 40 square feet of floor area. Most retail stores and service businesses is one (1) space for every 200 square feet of gross floor area. A medical or dental office is three (3) spaces for every doctor, plus one space for every employee. So, if two doctors went into the bank building and they each had two nurses, plus someone working the front, that is five (5) spaces they would have to have for just employees. And they would need six (6) other spaces for patients. That would be one (use) where the parking would definitely increase even though you may not increase the size of the building. And if they couldn’t supply the additional parking required, they would have to find another building.”

Mayor Paschal:  “A lot of times, with those small lots up through that area (NC 87) you could buy up multiple lots at one time…if you tear down several houses or whatever, but otherwise you might have trouble with parking.” 
Mrs. Templeton: “Well, if a doctor wanted to locate on any of those lots, he would have trouble with the parking, even now.”
Mayor Paschal: “What about an insurance agency?”
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Councilman Robert Aswell replied (regarding an insurance agency), “Probably one per 200 (square feet).”
Councilwoman Powell asked, “What about a post office?”

Mrs. Templeton: “A post office is one space for every 200 square feet of gross floor area, plus one space for each two employees on a shift of greatest average employment.”
Councilwoman Powell: “The restaurant and the house (Mom’s Kitchen and the house next door), do they have to put a buffer in there?”

Mrs. Templeton:  “Actually, if the restaurant is zoned Community Shopping, and it should be if it’s not, and the house is probably zoned Residential Agricultural or Residential Protected, then actually they do. And because you have a commercial building side by side to a residential dwelling, then you would have to have a visual barrier.”

“But,” Mrs. Templeton explained, “Mom’s was in before 1988, so it’s grandfathered. If something new were to go in there now, then they would have to put a visual barrier (buffer) between the residence and the parking.”
Mayor Paschal asked, “What if it changes hands?”

Mrs. Templeton: “If it changes hands and the use stays the same and they (new owners) open within a year (of the previous business closing) it stays the same. But, if Mom’s went out of business and a grocery store wanted to locate there, even if they were opening the day after Mom’s closed, they would have to put a buffer in.”
Councilwoman Powell: “So if they did that now (changed the use), anything new coming in would have to put that in there—the trees, etc.”

Councilman Aswell asked, “How wide is the buffer?”

Mrs. Templeton: “It has to be a Type 1, which is no set width, but it would be like two staggered rows of Leland Cypress. The greenbelt has been changed to ten (10) feet. It was twenty (20) and then Mr. Rakestraw requested the greenbelt be ten feet, so that’s what it would be in a Planned Business Development such as Harry (Rakestraw) was looking to do.”

“But,” Mrs. Templeton added, “If somebody comes into Mom’s, it would be about 15 feet if you had the two rows of cypress…there has to be a visual barrier.”
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Mrs. Ward, Town Clerk, asked, “If someone tears down the house (next to Mom’s Kitchen) and replaces it with another commercial building, then they don’t have to put the buffer in, right?  It’s only if there is a commercial structure next to a residential one?”

Mrs. Templeton: “There wouldn’t be any kind of buffer that would be required if it is two businesses side by side. A grocery store…would have to put a buffer in….buffers are to separate business from residential…to keep lights from shining in windows, etc.”
Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had any other comments.  There were none.
Mayor Paschal: “I did some looking around…we all talk about needing businesses in the area, in the county….to me it’s important…we talked about the Land Use Plan and wanting to maintain the rural quality of the town. I hate to put any unnecessary costs on people, when we’ve got something that’s adequate, to make it hard on them.”

“I’ve got a couple of things here…on the 9 feet by 19 feet (parking space size), personally, I’d like to leave it at 18 on that.  Also the cost of the concrete pad…as I was reading back through the minutes….I said concrete would be better than asphalt.  But I talked to some others….I started to wonder about the cost…would that be a 4″ or a 6″ pad. I talked to the architect about it, and he said normally it is required to be a 6″ pad to hold up the weight of the dumpster. Right now at current cost in this area, they came up with about $3,000. And…there would be some grading too.”

Councilman Hendren: “And probably costs for compaction tests, too.”

Mayor Paschal: “If it’s a larger business and they are already established…they have the money to absorb it, but there are some local people around here who probably have some talents and want to do some little shops or something like that, and…what got me was, I rode down to Sammy Manuel’s to get some strawberries, and it’s not part of a PBD and this wouldn’t affect him, but he had a dumpster out there and I thought, at what point are we going to say, ‘Well, Sammy, you’ve got to have four pads out here somewhere.’    ” 

Mayor Paschal said he noticed some dumpsters from the road and took some pictures of “…five (5) in the middle of town…no matter what it was sitting on, if it was compacted properly…one at Mom’s looked okay.” 
The Mayor passed around the pictures to council members and noted, “One is on an 8 x 8 pad…the others are sitting on asphalt or concrete the people already had there and didn’t seem to be hurting a thing.”
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Mrs. Templeton reminded council once again, “One thing you need to remember is that a Planned Business Development is different from individual businesses…and there are costs to developing. If you want to develop something, you are going to have to expect that you are going to have to expend some money, and if you are not interested in expending money, then don’t start development. But if you make it look trashy, then people are not going to come.”

She continued, “Planned Business Developments, in most places, are not little strip malls, they are office buildings, and if you have any kind of restaurant…your PBD has to be paved anyway, whether the dumpster has asphalt or concrete…because that is a requirement for a Planned Business Development…that it be paved, not gravel.” 
Mayor Paschal:  “I understand that and I was just throwing in the thing about the dumpster down there, because we are trying to fight some kind of battle to maintain the rural quality, at the same time that we become a town.”

He added, “A lot of times you have towns and once they head down the road to be a town, it more or less becomes a “cash cow” at some point in time. You hire town managers and all these other people you start bringing in, and it goes from an embryo to something else, and everybody becomes interested in growing the Town to get more money for this department and that department. We’ve got a struggle on our hands all the way down the road…that’s one of the things we talked about in all of our beginning meetings, is maintaining our rural quality. So that’s something we’ve got to look at too.”

He added, “I understand the need for it (dumpster) to be setting on something but at the same time, in these applications where these folks had the pavement or the concrete, they had set them off to the side and it didn’t restrict their flow of traffic and they were okay. I personally would like to go back…and allow them to use concrete or asphalt.”
Mrs. Templeton: “About Sammy Manuel…he is not affected by this…he can put his dumpster however he wants to, and because it is in the Town Charter that farms are exempt from zoning…the Town won’t ever tell him how to do that…unless you change it.”
Councilman Hendren asked, “Does the dumpster even have to be on any pad at all, if there is pavement up to it and the truck doesn’t have to get off onto the grass?”
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Councilman Aswell repeated the question, “Right now, in a Planned Business Development, will they have to build a special pad for the dumpster, in addition to the pavement?”

Mrs. Templeton: “With this (proposed text before Council) it would, but right now the way the ordinance reads, they can just set it on the pavement. With this, they would have to go back and add more asphalt or else, put concrete on top of that…”
Councilman Aswell: “But if it’s already paved, can’t they use that?” 
Mrs. Templeton: “Now they can, but if you approve this, there would have to be a pad to set the dumpster on. The reasoning for that could be the wear and tear…”
Mayor Paschal: “Aren’t they covering this in Section 5. Improvement, Design and Location Standards? No, that’s Off-Street Parking…that doesn’t cover a PBD…they don’t have to maintain their pavement?” 
Mrs. Templeton:  “Yes. The parking part applies throughout the ordinance and throughout the town.”

Mayor Paschal: “So they would be responsible if the pavement starts breaking up and would have to fix it anyway.”
At this point, Mayor Paschal asked Harry Rakestraw, who signed the Speaker Register, to address Council.

 Mr. Rakestraw told Council, “I am glad to see you are concerned about this area up here (NC 87)…because there is very limited commercial space available in Wentworth right now. If you take what the Government owns and what the Town owns, that leaves very little space available for development, and with D.O.T. requirements, you can’t develop anything unless it is between the high school and Mom’s…because of the road.”
Mr. Rakestraw said, “Anything you do …increasing the space needed to satisfy parking
requirements, size, etc. can increase the cost of development and construction projects and then add cost to the rental space….If you over-regulate, then you increase the cost to your developer so much that he’s got to increase the cost of rental for his buildings. It could out price what some people could afford, who may want to do business in Wentworth. They may actually be able to get cheaper space on Freeway Drive or Scales Street or somewhere else. So we don’t need to do anything to deter development because we do need, at least in that area, commercial development.”
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Mr. Rakestraw passed around information to show the lot sizes (NC 87?) and said, “They are so limited that even changing the parking space size or adding a 15 foot buffer on the right side…the greenbelt that I had proposed, the 10 feet, was on the front between the road and the parking lot. We never talked about a greenbelt on the side as a buffer, but if you go in and add 15 feet, you are taking away the space for parking and other things.”
He continued, “The south side of 87 is already in a watershed area, which automatically puts a minimum of 30% of your space in unpaved area, ungraveled area. It’s got to be grass, it’s got to be trees, because it’s in that watershed…if you don’t get the 10/70 rule which lets you use 30% of it, then you are limited.”
Mr. Rakestraw said, “You don’t want to deter investment in the community. As far as when you have an occupancy change, I understand there is a need to consider what is going in there, but you do have a situation where if someone is coming in and planning on a PBD which may be four, five, six shops…and hopefully, one day, I’ll be able to do something, and if not me, maybe somebody else. And when that happens, you don’t want to put too many limitations on them to cause them to back out. Keep in mind that we do want to do things to increase the potential for development and not deter it.”

Mr. Rakestraw said, “As far as the Planned Business Development, if somebody builds one, they may not know what is going in there, so if the Town Council can’t change that rule or get an exception to the rule, then there may be space available, but maybe one or two parking spaces short, and then that business can’t go in there because of two or maybe one parking place. If you make a rule that you can’t change it could be a sticky situation down the road. When a developer comes in, they may have five units and they have three rented, and maybe they don’t know what is going in the other two.”
Planner’s Note:  Ordinance text can be changed. In the preliminary approval, the applicant does not have to know the type of business but by the time the applicant gets the final approval for the Special Use Permit, he will have to know what type businesses are going in the PBD (See Chapter II, page II-63 thru II-65).

Mr. Rakestraw said he appreciated Council’s time and consideration and added, “You’re doing a good job. Thank you.”
Mayor Paschal invited Beverly Wilcox, who also signed to speak concerning this Public Hearing item, to make her comments to Council.
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Ms. Wilcox thanked council and commented, “I was at the last meeting…I use this as an example…and not just as related to this dumpster pad, but to say how things happen and get out of control. It was originally suggested, I am quite certain, that this was a health concern—that we need to put dumpsters on asphalt or concrete because it is a health concern. I couldn’t find anything when I went online in my search that went into any detail that verified that. But I talked to some commercial haulers and none of them have requirements for a pad. The only one suggestion was that the ‘approach’ be paved concrete or asphalt to save from ruts. Pad size was increased from 20 x 20, which is pretty large, to 20 x 30, with some concern that there are bad drivers driving these dump trucks. How bad can these drivers be…he has to pick it up…if he has to be able to drive well enough to pick it up, front loader or back loader…how can he be such a bad driver that he can’t put it back on that 20 x 20? The dumpsters measure nowhere near that size.”

Ms. Wilcox said, “But what I’m concerned about is that, potentially, regulation is going to be written without a need…I could find nothing written that says this is a health concern. If your concern is that they might degrade their parking area due to ruts, that is their problem, the business’s problem, not government’s problem. It is not government’s job to write regulations to see if we can increase the cost of doing business, so without some reasonable reason for this pad, I have to ask, ‘Why write it?’  ”
Ms. Wilcox pointed out that asphalt still shows up on the corrected copy (proposed text under consideration)…although it was changed to concrete (at the April meeting). She added, “But that’s okay because asphalt costs more so people are going to use concrete anyway. Unless it is a monstrous job, asphalt costs more, is what I’ve been told in my research.”

Ms. Wilcox said the amount she was given, “…as far as adding on to the cost of that site prep would be $3400 to $4000…and so if we can’t come up with a reason as to why we are going to require this business to spend another $4,000…putting money in to get money out isn’t a good reason. Thank you.”
Mayor Paschal thanked Ms. Wilcox and said he got his figures on the cost of a pad ($3,500) from the Town’s engineer. The Mayor said, “I think we need an article addressing the Planned Business Development, but I would like to throw some stuff out here (for consideration)…” 
Mayor Paschal said: “I would like to make a motion that we approve this with the amendment under general parking requirements—to change the 19 to 18 feet; under the concrete pad, just have, ‘required to be on asphalt or concrete;’”
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Councilman Aswell asked, “No size to it?”

Councilman Hendren asked, “The dumpster itself has to be on…”

Mayor Paschal continued, “The dumpster itself on concrete or asphalt and that way if they pave it and they can run up to it, they can use their approach however…”
Councilman Aswell asked, “And if it is part of a paved parking lot, that would be fine?”
Mayor Paschal: “Yeah, and if they lose a parking space out of it, then that’s them…” 
He continued with the motion, “And on the side yard width and feet, go to 10 feet on everything, the abutting street and the side yard without an abutting street…”
Mrs. Templeton asked, “You’re saying 10 feet on multi-families, condos and town homes…”
Mayor Paschal: “Everything. Everything is 10—Office and Institutional, Community Shopping, Highway Commercial, all the condominiums…”
Mrs. Templeton: “Whether it’s an abutting street or not…”

Mayor Paschal: “Right.”   

Mrs. Templeton: “Now, are you saying ten (10) when it’s part of a PUD (Planned UNIT Development), because they’re attached…you can’t get a 10 foot side-setback when it is attached, if it is part of a PUD or part of a PBD…that is when they butt up against each other…the land is a separate lot for each one….”
Mayor Paschal: “This would be the buffer on each side. If you have two that are sandwiched together, you are still going to have a buffer around it, right?”
Mrs. Templeton: “No. That would be two lots. It would be…” (Mrs. Templeton sketched out an example to show the mayor and council.)

Councilman Aswell said, “Then, you can still have your zero (0) (side-yard-width)…”
Mayor Paschal replied, “Oh, I’m sorry. I misunderstood what you were saying…yes, keep it at zero but change everything else to ten (10).” 
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Mrs. Templeton:  Do you want the Heavy Industrial as ten (10 feet)? Remember, Heavy Industrial is things like an asphalt plant….”

Mayor Paschal: “Right now, we don’t have…”

Mrs. Templeton: “But that doesn’t mean it won’t come.”

Mayor Paschal: “It may, but it’s not going to come in that area up there (NC 87).”
Again, Mrs. Templeton reminded the Mayor, “But it would be in the Town…the Dimensional Requirements are for the whole town, not just for any particular part.”  
Mayor Paschal: “Okay, let’s leave the Heavy Industrial at fifty (50 feet).”
Mrs. Templeton: “I think that would be better.”

(Clerk’s Note:  Motion not completed…and part of the motion stated on Page 12 is changed as additional discussion continues—See Page 18.)
Mr. Rakestraw asked, “Can you park in that setback, say if you’ve got a commercial against a commercial with a 10 foot buffer, can you park in that buffer..?  Councilman Hendren and Mrs. Templeton replied. “No.”  Mrs. Templeton said, “You can’t park right up against…”

Mr. Rakestraw, “So you’ve got to plant a grass strip in between one commercial business and another?”
Mrs. Templeton: “If you have a business here on a lot and another lot with another business right beside of it, you’ve got to have a 10-foot side-yard on each, so there is 20 feet between those buildings. A Central Business District may wind up being different, but this is in general for the Town.”
Mayor Paschal: “So you would have to own both properties to end up having to put 20 feet in it, in other words.”
Mrs. Templeton: “No…if my restaurant is here and your service station is here, here’s the property line…”

Mayor Paschal: “But if you own them both…”

Mrs. Templeton: “Even if you own them both…here’s the property line…you’ve got to have 10 feet between this building and another 10 feet from that one…what you plant in there, doesn’t matter.”
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Mr. Rakestraw commented: “More than likely you’re going to have a parking lot instead of a building (next to the buffer) that you’re concerned with, so you’ve got a 20 foot area in between two parking lots if you have parking on either side, correct?”

Mrs. Templeton: “You could…but whether it’s a parking lot or a building, you’ve got to have 10 feet between the edge of that parking and the property line and 10 feet between the edge of that parking and the property line for the next building.”
Mr. Rakestraw: “It just seems like you’re creating a lot of maintenance—mowing, etc. so you’re creating two businesses right together that’s got to maintain a common line, which just creates a problem for those two businesses, and expense.”

Mrs. Templeton: “Except that you really need to remember that you don’t want to have one great big ocean of parking lot with a building here and here…you have got to have some grass, particularly if you want to keep this rural, then you don’t want to have an ocean of parking.”
Mrs. Kay Hammock, from audience, asked: “Wouldn’t that relate to the impervious surface rule, too?”
Mrs. Templeton: “That depends…and it is a real issue that Harry (Rakestraw) brought up…for the Town of Wentworth…everything south of 87 and west of 87 is in the Dan River/Eden watershed and everything as you go toward 65 is. So, only maybe a quarter of the town is not in the watershed and you have to consider the impervious surface. And that 10 foot strip on each side would be part of the 30% that you would have to have as grass or trees or bushes or whatever. You really want to be careful about allowing parking right up to property lines, particularly if you are trying to keep some semblance of rural.”
Mayor Paschal: “Our little area up through there (NC 87) is not going to look that rural because it is going to be our little business development there. Once you get outside that, I hope things stay more rural.”

Mayor Paschal referred to Golden Corral in Reidsville … “You’ve got a little bit of grass between it and the strip mall next door and then you’ve got a pretty huge area for the vehicles to go back and forth through there. Is that something that could be allowed? Somebody could just plan to have that in there and that would do away with that portion of the 10 feet, correct?”
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Mrs. Templeton: “Yes, because that would be a driving area, not a parking area. The driving area or driveway is allowed in the setbacks…that’s not an issue.”

Mayor Paschal: “And how wide could that be?”

Mrs. Templeton:  “Well, if you were going to allow it (traffic) both directions, it would need to be at least 18 – 20 feet.”
Mr. Rakestraw commented, “Basically, in that area, (around Mr. Rakestraw’s property/NC 87), most of the lots are an acre or less. You take a one acre lot and take a 10 foot buffer all the way around it, then you take out probably two-tenths of that acre and you are really limiting what they can do on that space.” 
Mrs. Templeton: “But, what we are working on at the joint meeting on the 16th (May) is to figure out what direction we want to go, in terms of rules for the area that Harry is talking about. And you can change the parking rules for that area. But these parking rules are for the whole town, and you’ve got to remember that we are not just talking about two blocks up here, we are talking about the whole town for this. In the Central Business District, those rules can be completely different from these, if that’s what you want, but these parking rules will be for any commercial zoned area.”

Mrs. Templeton gave the example of someone wanting to put a service station on the corner of Hancock Road and NC 65, saying, “If you zoned it so that they could, these rules we are considering tonight would apply down there as well.”
She continued, “At any rate, a commercial use could be anywhere in town…it’s not right now, but that doesn’t mean it couldn’t be. But in the Central Business District, we can make parking different there than it is everywhere else, we can make the side lot lines different, we can make the size of the lots that are allowed, different. It doesn’t have to be the same. But we would then be talking about a very small area as opposed to the whole town.”
Mayor Paschal: “But we would have to go out and change the zoning in areas to have that all over town, because right now it would be restricted to the areas we have for mixed use. This parking is not going to apply to the residential sections and agricultural sections, it is only going to apply to those orange areas (Land Use Map) out there at this time, correct, unless we change something.”
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Mrs. Templeton: “True, but if I own this farm (pointing to Land Use Plan Map), and I sell it so they can put in a Wal-Mart and you all agreed that it could be rezoned for Wal-mart, then we have a commercial property there and these rules would apply there. You can rezone anything to commercial that you want to, either now or in the future. And right now, these rules apply to what is zoned commercial at this time, but they would also apply to anything zoned commercial or industrial in the future.”
Mrs. Templeton reminded council, “Right now, the ordinance text being presented doesn’t even apply to the proposed commercial area shown on the Land Use Plan map. 

It only applies to what is currently zoned commercial, or industrial, which we don’t have. 

Mrs. Wilcox asked, in reference to Section 1. Off-Street Parking Standards, “Would you consider changing the number from 5% to 10% in the ‘changes to the use of an existing building shall trigger….’    ”
Mrs. Templeton: “That would allow more spaces than is currently allowed. Now, if there is only room for 4 spaces and you want to put something in that needs 6 spaces, and you can’t find room for that 6 spaces somewhere on the lot or buy property, then you’re out of luck. Five percent or ten percent or whatever you come up with, it would allow an additional parking space or two, depending on how the percentage worked out. If you want to allow more parking, yes, then 10% would do that…if you have the room on that property to do it.”
Mr. Rakestraw said: “If the Council votes on this tonight and they make a change, even though the core business district may be different six months from now (Central Business District), and if I come in next week and I apply for a building permit to put in a little strip shop, which is a Planned Business Development, I’m going to have to go by the same rules that you vote on tonight. Right?” 

Mrs. Templeton: “Whenever you apply, the rules that are holding at that point, that’s what you would…”
Mr. Rakestraw: “Seems like we should be concentrating more on planning for that planned business area than the rest of it, because that’s where the business is going to go.”
Mrs. Templeton: “You’re getting two things confused. The Central Business District is not the same as a Planned Business Development. A Planned Business Development is three or four, five or six, ever how many shops under one roof, owned by one person or partnership, or whatever, on one piece of ground. And in the CBD, we will be looking at the different properties and lots and how you want the rules for that particular area, not a development.”
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Councilman Aswell asked: “My neighbor has his house up for sale. We were talking about Heavy Industrial and all. If I could get my lot and my neighbor’s lot changed to commercial, could I get a variance, possibly for the fifty-foot side-set-backs? Come before the Town and ask for a variance?”

Mrs. Templeton: “For the Heavy Industrial? My first response would be no. In Heavy Industrial, we are talking about asphalt plants, quarries, things that are either noisy, dusty, smelly, lots of big, heavy, truck traffic and most of those uses that I can think of would require more area, so typically you want to isolate the things that are Heavy Industrial.”
Note: Mr. Rakestraw asked another question from the audience about waiting to address the changes in the “core business district;” however, conversation and laughter among council drowned out Mr. Rakestraw’s remarks and he was not audible on the tape. 

Mrs. Templeton answered: “We are doing for the whole town, now. We don’t know what the core business district is going to be. Right now, we are talking about the whole town. On the 16th, we are going to be talking about the Central Business District and what we want for it. We don’t know what we want for it yet…”
Mayor Paschal: “I disagree with you somewhat there, Lee. Because Council voted on some stuff that we wanted and said well, we’ve got small lots, so we’re kind of going in a direction on that already, so we do have some idea about what we want on that…”
Mrs. Templeton replied, “Well, yes, but as far as specific details and whether you want five parking spaces or two parking spaces…”
Mayor Paschal: “Well, it started off being an overlay, which I asked for, thinking, well, we’ll make these changes and do it in an overlay, and that ended up being an easy thought, but then when you couldn’t do it and, it was complicated, I’m almost at the point where I’m ready to do away with the overlay.” 

Mrs. Templeton: “Well, don’t make up your mind before the 16th.”

Mayor Paschal: “I’m not there yet, but I’m in the middle of a motion now, so let me get back to it or I’ll be totally lost. I was at the 50 (feet)on the Heavy Industrial, we were going to leave that, amend the…”
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The Town Clerk offered to read to the Mayor what he had said thus far. Mayor Paschal said he remembered what he said and continued…“Under ‘changes to use of an existing building shall trigger the provision of additional parking’, go to 10% on that, and then where commercial meets commercial on Dimensional Requirements, other than Heavy Industrial, go with six (6) feet. That leaves room for curb and gutter and some kind of planting between commercial on these commercial uses.”

Mrs. Templeton: “You want six rather than ten?”

Mayor Paschal: “Yeah.”  
Councilman Hendren: “Six feet from each owner which would be 12?”

Mayor Paschal: “Six feet from each owner…that allows some planting there, gives some kind of compromise there.”
Mrs. Templeton: “Let me add one thing—This is only dealing with Condos and Townhouses, this is not the general office and institutional, the general other, this is strictly townhouses and condos.”
Mayor Paschal replied, “Okay. Thank you.”

Councilman Hendren seconded the motion.

Councilwoman Conner asked to be excused to get a drink of water, while Councilman Hendren recapped his understanding of the motion.

Councilwoman Conner returned to her seat. Mayor Paschal asked if there was any discussion on the motion.

Councilwoman Powell said she does not agree with the paved pad for the dumpsters. She said the ones at the courthouse are not on pavement and, “they work just fine.”

Mayor Paschal replied, “Then you’ll have to vote against it, Iris.” 
Councilwoman Powell said she wasn’t against all of it, “just the pads for the dumpsters.”

Mayor Paschal called for a vote. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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NOTE: In the conversations and discussions recorded, the Town Clerk italicized that part of the Mayor’s statements assumed to be the actual motion. The following is a summary of the changes proposed in the motion:

Chapter II, Article VII, Section 4.6 / Use: Planned Business Development

No changes made to recommended text amendments shown in (a), (c), or (d) 

under “Required buffers when Planned Business Development adjoins a 

residential zone.”

Solid Waste Collection:


Change wording to read: “All dumpsters shall be required to be on concrete or 
asphalt.”

Article VIII  Dimensional Requirements:

Change Side Yard Width to six (6) feet on everything, except Heavy Industrial, 
which will remain at 50 feet.

Section 1. Off-Street Parking Standards


Under “General Requirements,” change the minimum dimensions for a parking 


space from nine feet by nineteen feet to nine feet by eighteen (18) feet.

In the second paragraph under “General Requirements,” change ‘five percent (5%) of the existing number of parking spaces provided’ to ten percent (10%).

After the motion was passed, Mrs. Templeton realized that Council had not prefaced the motion with the required “analysis and statement.” 

Mayor Paschal made a separate motion, “To approve the ordinance text amendment before us and adopt the statements, as amended, that describe consistency with the comprehensive plan and explains that the amendment is reasonable and in the public interest as required by North Carolina General Statutes 160A-392 and 383.”
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

NOTE: The statements referenced in the above motion read: 

1.  A. “The Board has determined that the text amendment is consistent with the    

          Wentworth Land Use Plan and other comprehensive plans because the changes will 
          clarify and improve parts of the Planned Business Development Special Use 
          Permit, the Table of Dimensional Requirements, and the Off-Street Parking and 
          Loading Requirements in the Town of Wentworth’s Planning and Zoning
          Ordinances.”
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2. 
The Council considers its action in adopting the proposed text amendment to be 

reasonable and in the public interest because:

A.  Adding wording to required buffers in the Planned Business Development-


Special Use Permit which specifies the kinds of plants, how compliance may be 


achieved, and what to do with conflicts with overhead utilities will make the 


regulations clearer to developers and improve the appearance of the 



development.

B.
Allowing a zero lot line as part of a Planned Unit Development will allow town 


homes to be built in the Planned Unit Development.


C.
Allowing a zero lot line as part of a Planned Business Development will allow 


attached buildings for a commercial use.


D.
Changing the number of parking spaces required for certain establishments will 
 

help prevent congestion.


E.
The other parking information concerning the general requirements, lighting, 


and design standards, specifies for developers what is actually necessary for 


building safer parking lots.
Article V.
Public Hearing

B.
Consideration of Recommendation to Add Chapter VI, Voluntary Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance to Town of Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinance 

Mrs. Templeton explained that the Farm Preservation Ordinance was tabled at last month’s meeting. She said, “We were talking about whether farms would be under the zoning rules or not, and at the time I didn’t realize it, but your charter specifically says that farms are exempt from the zoning regulations of the Town of Wentworth. Therefore, I changed this...it’s on Page 3 of the new ordinance text that was in your packet.”

“I know there was a question about forestry plans and I talked with Mr. Steve Gibson who is the Assistant County Forest Ranger. He said that they will write plans for people, whether they are wanting to get part of this present-use tax valuation program, or if they’re just a homeowner who wants to have a commercial forestry plan.”
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“The way this ordinance is written and the way the State has it set up, for a  bona fide farm to be allowed to be considered part of a Voluntary Ag District or the Enhanced Voluntary Ag District, either one, it has to…be part of the present use tax valuation program. And what that is, I have found out, is that while you are farming, your taxes are much lower, but if 

you quit farming, then you will pay a percentage of your back taxes, so your taxes for next year jump way up.”
Mrs. Templeton continued, “You can also be part of this Farmland Preservation if you follow the classes of property (Item 3 on Page 3 of text). Basically, with agricultural land where you have 10 acres and made at least $1,000 per year for the three previous years…no matter what your taxation for that land was.”

“Horticultural is five acres that are in actual production, with $1,000 gross income for the last three years.”


“Forestland is different. It says, ‘Individually owned forestland that has at 


least 20 acres that are in actual production.’ And that is the forestry plan 


that the county rangers help the farmer to come up with—a commercial 


production…I know the State recently required everybody to have a 


forestry plan if they had the 20 acres or more and they wanted the tax 


benefit, or they wanted to be considered part of a bona-fide farm.”
“Obviously you can’t get a thousand dollars worth of gross income off of walnut tree seedlings, or trees that are not mature yet. But, for the tree part, it may be 75 or 100 years before your forest reaches maturity and harvest potential. It depends on the kind of trees you have and what your forestry plan is.”
“There was also a question brought up last month about people being forced to harvest their trees before they are mature. Mr. Gibson assured me that doesn’t happen. He said he has never seen a forestry plan written that says that.”
Mrs. Templeton said there may be some situations where, “You might cut some trees—Virginia Pines for example, tend to start falling over after 35 or 40 years. So you might harvest them prior to their falling over and then replant better trees. And that would be a shorter time period than your oaks or some of your other hardwoods.”
She added, “The forcing to cut before trees are mature is not done, apparently.”
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Mayor Paschal commented, “What I want to see is something in there that protects the immature, smaller, indigenous hardwoods that we have here, because they’re just being ripped out. I can show you within two miles of here, several different tracts that have been cut that are just full of white oak stumps…which is a waste. All that is dictated down from the General Assembly. I know, to some extent that you’ve got lobbying money, timber guys, all kinds of people involved in it. And you end up having to deal with whatever you get at that point in time.”

(Mayor Paschal was addressing his comments to Mr. John Tate of the North Carolina Forestry Service, who was in the audience.)
Mayor Paschal noted that Mr. Tate had signed the Speaker Register and asked him if he had some comments he would like to make.
Mr. Tate said, “The way I understand it from the tax office is, you have to have twenty-one (21) acres if you live on a tract. They’re going to take out an acre for your house. So, technically, you must have 21 acres if you live on the property. We do write management plans and the new State legislative law says…if you’re a farmer and you’re raising tobacco, you used to get it (lower tax rate) on the whole tract, even if you have 100 acres of woods and ten acres of tobacco, they counted the whole tract. But now, if you have 20 acres of woods along with the tobacco, they have to have a separate management plan in order to keep the woodland in that tax-exempt status. They have to be growing commercial timber, so their main goal is to, some day, cut the timber. If somebody does not want to cut timber, they shouldn’t be getting in that tax-exempt program.”
Mayor Paschal asked Mr. Tate, “What do they consider a mature hardwood, probably oaks and poplars…the diameter?”
Mr. Tate answered, “It varies…some of those forests up in the mountains, those could be a hundred or two hundred years old. But usually…if they’re marketable, they’re usually twelve or fourteen inches in diameter.”
Mayor Paschal: “That’s not mature.”
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Mr. Tate: “Well, it’s salable, let’s put it that way. You can’t limit people as to what they can do with their property. If they’ve got timber that is a certain size, there is no law that says they can’t cut it if it’s four inches in diameter. That’s up to them. It could be their circumstances—they may need to go into a rest home or something like that.” 
“But usually on hardwoods, if they’re real big, we may recommend they are cut, or if they’ve had cattle grazing around them and there is a lot of butt swells in the bottom (enlarged around the lower portion of the tree trunk), because cattle tromps the soil down and rub against the trees and cause diseases. That’s usually the only hardwoods that we really recommend (cutting).”

Mr. Tate continued, “Now, if there’s a pine stand with a few hardwoods in there, usually we recommend clear-cutting the whole thing. Because if you’re interested in replanting, you can’t have any overstory, because it will shade the little trees out.”

Mayor Paschal said, “And of course, what we’re doing here is voluntary. Anyone who doesn’t want to be in it, doesn’t have to be. I guess the thing that concerns me most is that I’m seeing so many big tracts that are clear- cut and are going back in pines. We’re losing the indigenous hardwoods that are deciduous. They clean our air. If you don’t have trees, at some point you’re in trouble.”
Mr. Tate replied, “The biggest problem we have is, our county’s past logging experiences a long time ago have really degraded our hardwoods—a lot of our hardwood species are your poor quality—your maples, sweet gums, sourwoods, those kind of trees that were left standing. They cut all the good oaks around. The little puny maples are putting all the seed down and shading out the good hardwoods that are coming up. Sometimes you have to clear-cut the maples and stuff to get the good trees back. We haven’t developed a hardwood that we can plant that will outgrow Mother Nature’s hardwoods that are out there. That’s why we plant mostly pine. But if it’s a good hardwood area, we don’t recommend any pine to go on there.”
Councilman Hendren asked, “Isn’t that the same with a stand of pines. If you cut the pines, you can’t go back to hardwoods in that area?”
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Mr. Tate: “Usually you can’t because of the soil. Most any pine stand you see around here has been a tobacco farm. You can just about see the rows in it. It’s usually not been fertilized very well, and they more or less abandoned it because it wouldn’t grow good any more. Hardwood just won’t do good on that type soil, so that’s why we usually recommend Loblolly Pine to go back, because it grows fast.”


Mrs. Templeton said it just occurred to her as she was listening to the 


Mayor, “…the State has put in some rules for tree preservation. Towns 


can have a tree preservation ordinance, if you want to think about that. 



That is an option you have to try to preserve the indigenous trees. You’re 



not going to be able to do that with the Farmland Preservation Ordinance 



because everything tied to it has to be commercially oriented.”


Mr. Tate added, “And if you go on our forestry website, we have a lot of 


information and a pretty good program for the preservation of urban trees. 


I could get some folks to come up from Raleigh to talk to you about that.”



Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had any questions for Mr. Tate. There 


were none, and Council thanked Mr. Tate for coming.


Mayor Paschal commented, “One thing I don’t want to do is restrict 


people’s income by saying you can do this and you can’t do that, because 


people need their money. But at the same time if there is something we 


can do along the way, maybe to provide some incentives when people 



come in and…they’re logging an area that’s heavy in hardwoods, oaks and 



things like that. And they (hardwoods) will naturally come back because 


they put down so many acorns, if you don’t go back and put the pines in. 


And we could do something like that.”


Mayor Paschal addressed Mrs. Templeton, “Of course, Lee, when we 


started this, we asked you to look at the county’s ordinance and bring what 

they had done to us, and I appreciate that. But, there were a couple of 


things in here that I run into a dead-end wall on it, and I think we need to 


look at 
some options.”


The Mayor said he called the Town attorney’s office and talked to Tom 


Terrell at Smith Moore in Greensboro. “Of course, those guys over there 



know everything there is to know about land and what you can do,” said 



Mayor Paschal.
Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

May 2, 2006

Page 25

He said the attorney told him, “You can craft your own.”

“One thing that concerns me,” said Mayor Paschal, “is the thousand dollar threshold. People going in and making an investment of ‘x’ amount of dollars, or whatever you come up with if you’re doing your own plan. Right now the county is pushing vine crops, trying to get some wineries started. There are several things that can be grown in this area…and if you’re industrious enough, you can process it yourself on your farm.”
The mayor gave his explanation of how this could be done and concluded by saying that the Farm Preservation Ordinance on the table, “…does not protect people when they are doing an initial investment for a period of maybe six (6) years. Tom (Terrell) said that with the voluntary ordinance and this one…of course, it’s not a fail-safe, to where you can’t be sued. But still, you’ve got it up there, you’ve got it on the planning maps, you’ve got a sign out there. And he said, ‘yes, you can do your own farm district and come up with some things you would like to do.’  ”

Mayor Paschal said, “To keep from dragging this out, I would like to ask Council to allow me, in the form of a motion, to come up with an outline of some things for Council to look at…to possibly approve, and make it simple, to be a fail-safe, to be in between not having nothing and the voluntary or enhanced district, to be an incubator for small farmers and to give them some protection. To let people know if they come in and put a development in, you’ve got a farm over here…and give me until July to do it.”

Mrs. Templeton asked, “Are you saying that, ‘in addition to this,’ because this does not address start-up farms. This ordinance addresses working farms that are now (in existence).”
Mayor Paschal said: “Right. This would be something that we would look at, and I think we still need to tweak this…”
Mrs. Templeton: “You can’t tweak it much because this is the State, the Statutes…”

Mayor Paschal: “I know…but before we approve that, maybe we can do them both in conjunction, where they both go in at the same time. But I guess the thing to do would be to first make a motion to table this until the July meeting.”
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Councilman Aswell said he would, “put it in the form of a motion—to table this until the July meeting and give you time to come up with an alternate voluntary farm plan.”
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article V.
Public Hearing



C.  Consideration of Possible Changes to Wentworth Zoning 



      Ordinance: Chapter II, Article VII – District Regulations / 


      
      Section 3. Table of Permitted Uses for “Highway Commercial”
Mrs. Templeton advised Council, “The next item is, mercifully, very short.” She referred Council to a memo in their packets wherein she requested that the public hearing on Highway Commercial Uses be tabled.
She said she had noticed several other places in the ordinance where changes would have to be made due to the changes the Planning Board recommended. She added, “And I ran out of time, so I too would like to table this until July.”
Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we table Item C under the Public Hearing, Ordinance, Chapter II, Article VII – District Regulations / 
      Section 3. Table of Permitted Uses for Highway Commercial until the July meeting.”

Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Mayor Paschal asked the date of the July meeting. Mrs. Templeton and the Clerk verified that it will be on Wednesday, July 5th, as set forth in the Rules of Procedure, when the meeting falls on a holiday.
Article VI.
Old Business
A.  Update on Town of Wentworth Shirts, Promo Items, etc.

Yvonne Russell advised Council that she ordered the large totes and 
license plates, and that the denim shirts are still on backorder. 
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Mrs. Russell said, “I spoke to Chris McMichael (Custom Screens) and he said the pockets on the golf shirts and T-shirts are too small for the seal. And, as far as 
putting a small seal on the front, and if you also want to put one on the back of the T-shirts and sweat shirts, that would not affect the cost.”
Mayor Paschal said he didn’t know if he would want a seal on the back. 
Everyone agreed that it looks too much like a “target.”
Council talked about the “purple color” of the license plate, and Mrs. 
Russell said she was advised that it looks purple because of the materials 
they are using. She said it only looks purple at certain angles, and that 
from a 
distance, it may not even be noticeable. 
The mayor asked, “No pockets on the shirts?”  Mrs. Russell said, “You 
could have a pocket but you can’t get the seal embroidered on them. 
They’re too small.”
Mrs. Russell said if council wanted her to place any other orders, she 
could, and that she would show them the denim shirts as soon as they 
come in.
The Town Clerk suggested waiting until everyone sees the denim shirts 
before ordering anything else.

Mayor Paschal thanked Mrs. Russell for the update.

Article VII.
New Business



A.  Approval of Plat Survey (Subdivision) for Marcus Wilson



      9.955 Acres on Berrymore Road



Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Templeton to review the plat survey.



Mrs. Templeton asked everyone to look at the survey map in their 


packets, and said that Mr. Wilson, “wants to cut almost ten acres out of 
family property.” She said the property is at the end of Somerset Drive, 

“and it has an exclusive use easement going to this lot. And this…is a 
platted road, from this parcel over here, so they have to show it. It was 
never put in…it is not a road, but on the survey plat it is showing there, so 
they have to show it here.”
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Councilwoman Powell asked, “Where is Somerset Drive?” 

Mrs. Templeton replied, “Off of Cedar Lane, in University Estates.”

Councilman Hendren asked about the 50-foot buffer.
Mrs. Templeton said, “The 50-foot buffer is for the creek. The State

requires a 50-foot buffer on each side of all perennial streams and 
watershed overlay districts. And that is so that…you try to keep as many 
pollutants out of the water that runs down eventually into our drinking 
water. That allows water, hopefully, to perk through the ground and lose 
some of their pollutants before they get to the creek.”

Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked how long the 50-foot buffer had been in 
effect. Mrs. Templeton said it was adopted by the Wentworth Town 
Council in 1998 and by Rockingham County prior to that.

Mayor Paschal asked, “And this is going to be for a single-family 
dwelling?”

“Yes,” replied Mrs. Templeton, “a single family home, not 
developing it.”

Councilman Aswell made a motion, “That we approve it.”
Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted 
in favor and the motion carried.


B.  Approval of Plat Survey – (Subdivision) for Town of Wentworth, 


      Peach Tree Road
Mrs. Templeton said, “The next plat shows Lot 10 of the property the      

Town owns. It is my understanding you all are having Lot 10 cut into 


three (3) lots. I believe the third lot is where, hopefully someday, the 
  

water tower will go, and the first lot at a certain point in time may be 

for the post office….and that leaves a lot in the middle.”


Councilman Aswell asked Mrs. Templeton, “Why is there a 30 foot 
utility easement on Peach Tree Road and also on Town Hall Drive?”
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Mrs. Templeton replied, “Because Duke Power said there would be 

overhead lines since it is commercial and they wanted 30 feet as 

opposed to 20. The Technical Review Committee went along with it. 



Apparently, with commercial, it’s harder to do underground lines for 



the utilities. Ed Stanfield with Duke Power was very definite about 

how it needed to be 30 feet. And 20 feet on the other side of Town 
Hall Drive in the Melvin’s and McCollum’s property is temporary for 
street construction.”


Mrs. Templeton said also, “If there is something developed north of 
Town Hall Drive, they would be able to get the utilities in.”



Mayor Paschal said, “They’re going to be coming across Peach Tree 


to get to the new courthouse, so I imagine they’re looking at all that, 


and I’m not sure what size water line they’ll come out of the tower 


with, either.”



Mrs. Templeton pointed out the “temporary turn-around, which had 


to be added because people will need a place to turn around.”


Councilwoman Powell asked, “Does this temporary drive go all the 


way down to Harry’s (Rakestraw) land?”



Mrs. Templeton and Mayor Paschal answered, “No.”



Mayor Paschal asked if council had any more questions. There were 


none. The mayor made a motion, “That we approve the plat for the 


Town.”

Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 

All voted in favor and the motion carried.


C.  Consideration of Petition to Pave Foch Farm Road


Mayor Paschal said, “We’re trying to get as many of these petitions 
in as we can because they’re going to be changing this…by July. 
We voted to pave a couple (roads) a meeting or two ago and now 
Harry (Rakestraw) has added his on. Everyone has a copy of the 
petition. If there are no questions, ‘I would like to make a motion that 
we approve the petition and send the State a letter requesting they 
pave Foch Farm Road.’   ”
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Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 
All voted in favor and the motion carried.

D.  Submission of Budget Message / Budget Summary / Estimated 


Revenues and Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2006-2007

Mayor Paschal asked the Clerk and Finance Officer if they were 
going to “present it to us.”


Mrs. Ward advised that if Council had any questions Mrs. Russell 
would be glad to answer them.


Mrs. Russell said she had some information on the two things Mayor 
Paschal asked her to check on—“One was the terminal server. I spoke 
with Rick (Wall) and he suggested we wait on that, but 
that one thing 
we could do was to download, ‘Go to My PC,’ which is online 
software for $17.00 a month. He suggested we may want to try 
that 
first to see how often we actually use it before we go to the expense of 
a server.”


“The other thing,” said Mrs. Russell, “on Time Warner bundled 
services, they are not offering that to business class yet. They said they 
are doing a lot of research on it, but it is more complicated than
residential service.”

Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked, “What, or if, are we ever going to do 


about a website?”


Mrs. Ward referenced the Budget Message wherein she advised that 
she has someone working on the website and that it should be ready 
for 
Council to view before the end of this fiscal year.


Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked, “Who are we getting to do it?”

Mrs. Ward replied, “Jonathan Citty, a student at Reidsville High School is working on it, free of charge. He has been interning with the County and they graciously allowed him to help us out while they had a lull in some of the work he was doing for them.”

Mayor Paschal advised, “The budget is on the table. Anyone who would like a copy may come by the office to pick up one there.”
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The Town Clerk asked the Mayor, “For the record, would you state the date of the public hearing for the budget in June?”

Mayor Paschal stated, “There will be a public hearing at the June meeting for the budget (June 6, 2006).”
E.
Consideration of Clean Water Bond Resolution

Mayor Paschal acknowledged Councilman Aswell.

Councilman Aswell explained that he attended the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments meeting, “a couple of weeks ago. The Board of Delegates passed a Resolution in support of the 2006 Clean Water Bond for water and sewer projects.” 

Mr. Aswell said the Council of Governments also asked local governments to consider a resolution in support of the bond referendum in the Fall. He advised that a similar bond was passed in 1998 and that 40 projects totaling over $19 million went to local governments in Region G, “which is the region that Rockingham County is in. And 12 of those reported projects were in Rockingham County, for a total of $2,087,500.”

Councilman Aswell then made a motion, “That we adopt the resolution.”

Mayor Paschal seconded the motion, commenting, “Normally a lot of these bonds and stuff we look at and wonder exactly how you’re going to end up paying for it in the end. But right now, water is one of our resources that everybody seems to be clamoring for, and we are going to have some water problems…in the future…and we need to be looking at it.”
There was no additional discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
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F.
Consideration of Resolution in Support of the 2006 National 
day of 
Prayer
Mayor Paschal acknowledged Mrs. Pat Wulfeck, the Wentworth Chairman of the National Day of Prayer, and invited her to address Council.

Mrs. Wulfeck said she appreciated being able to address Council. Referring to the public hearing, she commented on how interesting it is to know that farming is not the same thing as forestry.

Mrs. Wulfeck said the National Day of Prayer is, “This Thursday, May 4th, day after tomorrow, and we will meet here.”

She reminded everyone that if they couldn’t come to the Town Hall to pray, they could do so wherever they were. She asked everyone to pray for, “our government, our families, our churches, our schools…and the media. And remember that prayer is not just a day, it’s a discipline.”

Mrs. Wulfeck said, “The theme this year is ‘America, Honor God,’ and the scripture is from 1 Samuel 2:30—‘those who honor me, I will honor, says God.’  ”

Mrs. Wulfeck read the 2006 National Prayer, by Dr. Henry Blackaby. 
(Note: For the record, a copy of the prayer is attached hereto as part of the minutes.)
Mrs. Wulfeck thanked Council for the Resolution they passed in support of the National Day of Prayer.

Councilman Hendren made a motion, “To adopt the Resolution in Support of the 2006 National Day of Prayer.”
Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Councilman Hendren remarked that he heard on the news  a couple of weeks ago, “…something about an effort, maybe even a law that’s being passed, to keep people in towns, in the state, and government, from using the name ‘Christ.’   ”

Mayor Paschal asked, “Do they lock people up?”  Mrs. Wulfeck said she didn’t know how they enforce it.
G.
Approval of Newspaper Advertisement to Solicit Applicants 
for Committees

Mayor Paschal referred Council to the proposed ad for the newspaper, which would be used to notify people how to get applications for the new committees appointed by Council.
Town Clerk, Brenda Ward, advised council they could change any of the wording, if they would like to.

Councilman Hendren and Councilwoman Powell said they liked the ad as written.

Councilman Aswell asked the Clerk if she obtained a price for the ad. Mrs. Ward said she sent an email to the Reidsville Review but had not received a reply, “Unless it is in my emails which I haven’t checked today.”  

Mayor Paschal said, “It will probably be $150 or $200 for everything.”
(Note: Pricing for the ad will be as follows:  4 x 4 - $86.40; 2 x 4 - $43.20; and,
 3 x 4 - $64.80.)

Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we approve…you know, I would like to have a Rural Development Committee, too, but anyway, ‘I make a motion that we approve the newspaper notice (ad).’   ”
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion.
All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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H.
Consideration of N.C. Department of Transportation’s 
Request for Additional Funding for the Paving of Crumpton 
Road

Mayor Paschal explained, “N.C.D.O.T. has run into a snag on Crumpton Road, and they want more money. We have an estimate from Dan River Water, from Mike Lemons. D.O.T. is recommending that Dan River Water have the two-inch water line and six-inch service taps relocated due to road construction and the paving of SR 2116, Crumpton Road. Dan River Water recommends Wray Excavating for this project, at a quote of $10,500.”
Mayor Paschal said, “Brenda checked on this as far as bid requirements and we’re okay on this, right, Brenda?”

The Clerk said the threshold had been changed to $30,000 and conferred with Town Attorney, Jordan Nance, “Is this your understanding—that if the amount is under $30,000 you don’t have to go through a formal bid process?”  Attorney Nance agreed.

Mayor Paschal said, “D.O.T. is not going to pay for this. Dan River is not going to pay for it.”

Mrs. Ward explained, “Dan River cannot because they’re a non-profit and D.O.T. says they can’t use Small Urban Funds to pay for utility work.”

Mayor Paschal: So it will be up to us to pay them or they won’t finish paving Crumpton Road.
Councilman Aswell said, “I make a motion that the Town go ahead and pay for it.”

Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Paschal asked the Clerk, “What was our estimated half on that (paving Crumpton Road)?”

Mrs. Ward replied, “$65,000.”
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With all new business concluded, Mayor Paschal acknowledged the Town Clerk, who signed the Speaker Register regarding the Relay for Life Cancer Walk.

Mrs. Ward advised, “We are approached quite often by various groups wanting us to donate to fund raisers, all for good causes, but our auditor has recommended that we not make that a practice—using public funds. However, last year, and again this year we had a request from Annie Penn Hospital to sponsor their team in the cancer walk. They will put the Town of Wentworth’s name on their T-shirts, and last year Beverly (Wilcox) suggested we just ask individuals who were in attendance at the Council meeting, along with council members, of course, to make a personal donation. So, that worked pretty well, and we’re offering you the opportunity to do that again. I have placed an envelope on the table for you to put donations in, and it only takes $100.00 to sponsor the team, so please help out if you can.”
Article VIII.
Announcements



Mayor Paschal made the following announcements.

· Citizens and others in the Wentworth area are invited to participate in a 
time of prayer in support of the National Day of Prayer, at 12:00 noon    on Thursday, May 4, 2006, at the National Guard Armory  
· The Rockingham County League of Local Governments Meeting 

will be hosted by the City of Eden on Monday, May 15, 2006, at 6:30 
pm. in the Eden City Hall. Social will begin at 6:00 p.m.
· There will be a joint meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board and 

the Wentworth Town Council on Tuesday, May 16, 2006, at 6:00 

p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory 

to discuss a possible Central Business Overlay District in the Town 

of Wentworth, and any other business that may be necessary.
· The   next  regular   meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will 


be on Tuesday, June  6, 2006, at 7:00  p.m. in the Town  Hall  

meeting room at the National Guard Armory

Article IX.
Adjourn

Mayor Paschal made a motion “the meeting be adjourned.”  
All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned.
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Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





               Brenda Ward, Town Clerk



    Approved By: ______________________________






                             Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
