TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

April 4, 2006

7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall meeting room in the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, April 4, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, Councilman Robert Aswell, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Nathan Hendren
Others Present:
Ken Stafford, Architect (Alley, Williams, Carmen & King), Larry Terrell, Town Hall Committee Chairman

A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call To Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation: The invocation was given by Mayor Paschal.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda

 A.
Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal made a motion to add Petitions for Paving of Spring Road

and Dove Road to New Business.

Councilman Robert Aswell seconded the motion.  There was no 

discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and noted that Pat Wulfeck signed to speak regarding the National Day of Prayer.

Mayor Paschal informed Mrs. Wulfeck that Council would hear her remarks at the end of the meeting during the Public Comment section.
Deputy Clerk Yvonne Russell explained a National Day of Prayer

Resolution would be on the May agenda.

Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Minutes for March 7, 2006



Mayor Paschal asked for review or discussion of the minutes. 

Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner made a motion, “the minutes stand as written.” Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article V.
Public Hearing(s):

Mayor Paschal called the Public Hearing to order.

A.
Consideration of Recommendation to Delete Chapter VI – 
Airport Hazard – Wentworth Zoning Ordinance.

- Lee Templeton, Rockingham County Planning Department

Mayor Paschal invited Ms. Templeton to address Council concerning the request.

Ms. Lee Templeton informed Council that the Airport Hazard Ordinance originally was written for the County airport at Shiloh.  Ms. Templeton explained that because any person(s) wanting to build an airfield or airstrip inside the Town limits would have to follow the rules for a special use permit, the Town does not need the Airport Hazard chapter in its zoning ordinance.  She requested Council delete it.

Ms. Templeton distributed an analysis statement that should be used in the approval or denial for the deletion of the Airport Hazard chapter. 

Mayor Paschal asked Council if they had any questions for Ms. Templeton. There were none.

Mayor Paschal made a motion to “approve deleting (Chapter VI – Airport Hazard – Wentworth Zoning Ordinance)… The Town Council approves the ordinance text amendment before it and adopts the following statements as written below that describe consistency with the comprehensive land plan and explain that the amendment is reasonable and in the public interest as required by North Carolina General Statutes 160A-382 and 383.”  

Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Town Council’s analysis and statement:  

The Council’s action in adopting this text deletion is consistent with the adopted Wentworth Land Use Plan and other comprehensive plans because Wentworth does not have a County airport nor are there plans to build one.
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The Council considers its action in adopting the proposed text deletion to be reasonable and in the public interest because:

a.
Wentworth does not have an airport, and this chapter is about the 

current Rockingham County Airport at Shiloh.

b.
Other airfields would be allowed in town with a Special Use 

Permit.

c.
This chapter is not necessary and should not be in the Town of 

Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinances.

B.
Consideration of Recommended Changes to Wentworth Zoning Ordinance:
Chapter II, Article VII, Section 4.6/ Use: Planned Business Development; Chapter II, Article VIII, Dimensional Requirements; Chapter II, Article IX, Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements/ Section 1. Off-Street Parking Standards/ Section 2. Lighting/ Section 5. Improvement, Design and Location Standards

- Lee Templeton, Rockingham County Planning Department

Ms. Templeton referred Council to section 5-B of their agenda packets, Changes to Ordinance Recommended by PTCOG (Piedmont Triad Council of Governments), which has been reviewed and revised by the Wentworth Planning & Zoning Board. (Note: Changes to Ordinance Recommended by PTCOG attached hereto as part of these minutes)  She noted the PTCOG recommends adding the items in italics to the Town’s zoning ordinance.  

Ms. Templeton started the review with the Planned Business Development section, noting that items c and d relate to plantings in required greenbelts.  

Next, she addressed solid waste collection stating that all dumpsters shall be required to provide a twenty feet by twenty feet (20’x20’) concrete or asphalt dumpster pad and approach.  Mayor Paschal asked what would be considered a minimum approach size.  Ms. Templeton stated, “All dumpsters I’ve seen have been on the edge of a parking lot”.  Mayor Paschal asked if someone would have to pave the entire parking lot in order to have a concrete or asphalt approach.  Ms. Templeton explained that a parking lot in a Planned Business Development must be paved and the dumpster would be on the edge of the parking lot or behind the building.  
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The dumpster would be facing an area that is already paved and the approach would be large enough for a truck to get to it.

Ms. Templeton moved on to the recommended dimensional requirements for a Planned Business Development, explaining that the Town’s current ordinance would not allow condominiums or townhouses because of the required side yard setback.  The PTCOG recommends adding a zero (0) side yard setback for condominiums and townhouses in zoning district RM Multi-Family, when approved as part of a Planned Unit Development, and in zoning districts OI Commercial, CS Commercial, and HC Commercial, when approved as part of a Planned Business Development.  Ms. Templeton suggested a fifty feet (50’) side yard setback in a Heavy Industrial zoning district.

Ms. Templeton referred Council to the off-street parking and loading requirements section of the recommended ordinance changes.  PTCOG recommends changing the minimum dimensions for a parking space to nine feet by nineteen feet (9’x19’) at ninety (90) degrees.  The ordinance currently requires a minimum of nine feet by eighteen feet (9’x18’).  PTCOG also recommends adding, “Angled parking that conforms to AASHTO standards may be approved at the discretion of the Planning Administrator”.  Ms. Templeton stated she does not have a copy of the AASHTO standards but is currently trying to locate one.

Mayor Paschal asked if Council addressed parking requirements in a recent regular meeting.  Ms. Templeton clarified Council addressed the number of parking spaces required for restaurants and convenient stores; however, they did not address the size requirements of individual parking spaces.  Ms. Templeton noted the majority of ordinances for small towns she reviewed required a minimum 9’x19’ parking space.  

Ms. Templeton referred to a statement suggested by the PTCOG, “Changes to the use of an existing building shall trigger the provision of additional parking spaces if the parking requirements for the new use represent an increase of more than five percent (5 %) of the existing number of parking spaces provided.”  As an example, Ms. Templeton explained that if Mom’s Kitchen changed from a restaurant to a gym, which would require more spaces than a restaurant, the owner would have to add more parking spaces.
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The PTCOG suggested downsizing the parking space requirements for banks and similar institutions from five (5) stacking spaces to three (3).  Councilwoman Powell stated she is not familiar with a “stacking space”.  Ms. Templeton defined stacking space at a drive through window or an ATM as “how many cars you can get behind the one at the window (or ATM) without them being out in the road way”.

Ms. Templeton briefly discussed lighting, improvement, design and location standards for off-street parking.  She addressed full cut-off lighting, clearly delineated drives and spaces, wheel stops, and pavement or concrete access drives.

Councilwoman Powell asked if the solid waste collection requirements are for existing businesses as well as new ones.  Ms. Templeton said the requirements would be for new construction only.

Mayor Paschal asked if the solid waste collection requirements would apply when an existing business makes changes to its building.  Ms. Templeton’s interpretation of the ordinance is the requirements would apply when changes are made to a building.

Councilman Aswell suggested the solid waste collection requirements for the dumpster pad change from 20’x20’ to 20’x30’, which would decrease the amount of asphalt damage from the collection trucks.  Ms. Templeton stated the Planning Board added “concrete or asphalt” in their recommendation.  “Do you want to keep it concrete or add asphalt?”  Mayor Paschal stated asphalt does not “hold up”.  Councilman Hendren stated he would rather require concrete.  Councilman Aswell agreed.  Mrs. Templeton made a note to change the requirement to a 20’x30’ concrete pad.
Mayor Paschal expressed concern regarding the recommended changes overlapping changes Council has already made to the Zoning Ordinance and stated he would like more time for review.  Mayor Paschal asked Council if they would agree to table the discussion until the next Council meeting.  Council agreed.

Mayor Paschal then made a motion to table consideration of the recommended changes to the Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinance under B (Chapter II, Article VII, Article VIII, and Article IX).
Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.   All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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C.
Consideration of Recommendation to Add Chapter VI, Voluntary Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance to Town of Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinance 

Ms. Templeton explained the proposed ordinance is a combination of

relevant aspects of the County’s Ordinance and the state statute which 

was recently changed to enhance the Voluntary Agricultural District.  

Property owners who farm their land may choose their farm to be a 

Voluntary Agricultural District or an Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural 

District.  Both require the bona fide farmer to allot acreage to a 

conservation agreement.  

However, if a farm is in the Voluntary Agricultural District, the owner 
may “back out” of the conservation agreement at any time.  Some of the 

benefits of the Voluntary Agricultural District are additional tax breaks, 

assistance from the State to preserve your farmland, and a sign at the 

entrance to your farm stating it is a Voluntary Agricultural District.  

In an Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District the owner commits 

himself to a conservation agreement for ten (10) years.  The agreement 

states the owner will not develop the land for any purpose other than 

farming for ten 10 years.  The only exception is that you are allowed to 
“cut out” three (3) lots for your heirs.  In addition to the benefits for a 

Voluntary Agricultural District, an Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural 

District allows the farm’s sales from non-farm products to equal up to 

twenty-five (25) percent of the farm’s gross sales.

Councilwoman Powell stated this seems to be putting restrictions on what 

the farmer can produce.  Ms. Templeton clarified the limit is on sales of

non-farm products.  There are no restrictions on the amount of sales from
farm products.

Ms. Templeton explained another benefit of an Enhanced Voluntary 

Agricultural District is the Cost Share Program.  A person who farms land 

that is subject to a conservation agreement is eligible to receive ninety 

percent (90%) of cost-share funds for the benefit of that farmland.

Councilman Aswell asked is there an acreage requirement in the 

Voluntary Agricultural District.  Ms. Templeton replied there are acreage 

requirements for each district; five (5) acres for horticulture use, ten (10) 

acres for agriculture use, and twenty (20) acres for forestry use.
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Mayor Paschal asked Ms. Templeton to explain the differences between horticulture, agriculture and forestry uses.  Ms. Templeton gave examples of agriculture use such as tobacco, strawberries, and blueberries.  She explained horticulture use as “growing plants for nurseries” and forestry use requires a forestry plan “not just twenty (20) acres of woods”.

Mayor Paschal expressed his concern regarding “clear cutting” of “young hardwoods” and asked if the Town would have any control over the forestry program.  Ms. Templeton did not have an answer but suggested Council speak with John Tate, a local forestry representative.

Ms. Templeton encouraged the Council to consider approving the Voluntary Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance.  She feels the ordinance compliments the Town’s desire to maintain a rural character.  

Mayor Paschal referred to the Town Charter which was amended to allow farms in the town limits and asked would the amendment be overturned by the proposed ordinance, specifically Article V which states bona fide farms are not exempt from the zoning regulations of the Town of Wentworth.  Ms. Templeton assured Council the State gives the Town the option of stating that farms are exempt or not exempt from the Town’s zoning regulations.

Councilman Hendren noted there have been several cases of someone developing property close to a farm and complaining of odors until the farmer eventually “shuts down” or moves. 
Ms. Templeton explained that in addition to a Voluntary or Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District being identified by a sign at the entrance to the farm, it would also be identified on every survey plat created for a new lot within an aerial mile of the farm. 

Mayor Paschal questioned the Classes of property section which requires a three (3) year waiting period for land to be considered agricultural or horticultural land. Ms. Templeton explained the requirement is from the State statute and the Town “doesn’t have much of say in that”.  Mayor Paschal asked would a property owner have to cut timber for three (3) years before the property could be considered forestland.  Ms. Templeton clarified forestland does not have that requirement.  Forestland must be a tract of at least twenty (20) acres that is in actual production, which Ms. Templeton interprets as “growing” timber as well as cutting.
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Ms. Templeton briefly explained the dynamics of a Voluntary Agricultural District Advisory Board.  It is a Council appointed board consisting of three (3) to seven (7) members.  Fifty-one percent (51%) of the members must be actively engaged in farming.  Ms. Templeton advised Council to meet with the County’s advisory board for guidance on getting started.

Mayor Paschal asked Council if they had any comments or questions for Ms. Templeton.  There were none.  

Mayor Paschal stated he would like to “move along” with this matter, but 

at the same time wants to ensure “we do a good job”.  He would also like 

to speak with the local forestry representative before making any 

decisions.
Mayor Paschal made a motion to table Consideration of the 

Recommendation to Add Chapter VI, Voluntary Agricultural 

Development and Farmland Preservation Ordinance to the Town of 

Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinance until the next meeting.

Councilman Hendren seconded the motion.  There was no discussion. 

All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VI.
Old Business

A.
Update from Town Hall Committee


-Larry Terrell, Chairman


-Ken Stafford, Alley Williams Carmen & King 
Mayor Paschal invited Town Hall Committee Chairman Larry Terrell to address the Council.  Chairman Terrell thanked Council for letting the committee represent the Town.  Chairman Terrell explained after instruction from Council to downsize the Town Hall plan that was originally presented, the committee met twice to discuss making the building smaller and also presenting the original plan with designated rental space.  (Note: The original floor plan was a six thousand seven hundred sixty-four (6,764) square feet building.)

During the first meeting, the committee produced a floor plan with approximately five thousand (5,000) square feet.   The second meeting produced a four thousand (4,000) square feet floor plan, however, the committee feels this will not meet the needs of the Town.  
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Chairman Terrell informed Council Mrs. Russell had finance and lease information they may want to address later.   He then reviewed the process of creating a floor plan.  The Town Hall committee included space the Town currently uses such as office space, storage space, restrooms, kitchen and a meeting room.  Though the Town may not immediately use a couple of the offices proposed in the original plan, the committee feels the Town will use the majority of the building. Chairman Terrell reminded Council that cutting the original square footage in half does not cut the cost in half.  He stated the committee, as a whole, recommends the original 6,764 square feet floor plan presented to Council.  

Mayor Paschal expressed Council’s appreciation for all the hard work the Town Hall committee has done and understands it is tough to decide “where can we cut and still have what we need”.

Mayor Paschal referred to Mrs. Russell’s findings regarding leasing space.  He stated the Town Administrator, Brenda Ward, mentioned the Town may lease only a small percentage of a public building for private use.  

Mrs. Russell explained the Town may lease up to ten percent (10%) of the Town Hall’s total square footage for private use if they secure funds  through tax exempt financing, which usually awards a lower interest rate.  The Town may lease up to twenty-five percent (25%) of the total square footage if they finance through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  She further explained that, no matter what type of financing the Town uses, the Local Government Commission (LGC) must approve the project application before construction begins.  The LGC requires the Town secure a lease tenant for the entire financing period before an application will be approved. 

Mr. Ken Stafford, Alley Williams Carmen & King, gave a brief summary of several schematic floor plans.   A few of the plans contain lease space.  He referred to the limitations on lease space, stating the regulations prevent a governmental unit from building “a lot more space than it needs because they don’t want you competing with any local private entities that might be renting office space”.  
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Mr. Stafford presented Council with a 5,000 square feet floor plan.  The plan is based on the original 6,764 square feet floor plan with the removal of the break area, additional offices, and toilets in the administrative suite.  
The next floor plan was downsized to under 4,000 square feet.  Space was tightened across the board, loosing the conference room and storage room adjacent to the Council Chamber.   The Council Chamber itself was reduced (by approximately 400 sq.ft.). Individual office space is considerably less than what Town staff currently occupies.  Mr. Stafford reiterated that as you decrease the size of the floor plan the construction cost does not decrease incrementally.  
Mayor Paschal asked what the cost would be for the 4,000 square feet floor plan.  Mr. Stafford replied, approximately $650,000 to $700,000.  
Councilman Hendren stated “you’re looking at offices smaller than what they have here”.  Mr. Stafford confirmed that and expressed the committee’s preference of waiting to build rather than building too small.
The last plan presented consists of the original 6,764 square feet floor plan with designated lease space.  Mr. Stafford explained “by moving a few doors around” we develop a suite of four offices with its own separate entrance.  This space provides for future growth of the Town as well as the ability to use the space for another purpose in the mean time.  Mayor Paschal asked for the square footage in the lease space.  Mr. Stafford replied approximately one thousand one hundred (1,100) square feet.
Mayor Paschal stated a 6,500 square feet floor plan would allow the Town to lease up to 1,625 square feet, meeting the USDA twenty-five percent (25%) threshold.  
Mrs. Russell informed Council the USDA would not provide financing until the project is complete; therefore, the Town would need to secure a short-term loan during the construction process.

Mr. Stafford encouraged Council to review the floor plans and discuss the planning process with Councilwoman Powell and Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, who served on the Town Hall Committee.  “Then we will proceed at your pleasure.”
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Ms. Beverly Wilcox asked if she could speak.  Mayor Paschal stated she could speak at the end of the meeting during the public comment section, “which isn’t far off”.  (Note:  Ms. Wilcox left before the Public Comment period began.)
Councilman Hendren informed Council that Rockingham County purchased the Wentworth School and is looking for tenants, “alternative 15”.

Mayor Paschal asked Council if they had any further questions.  There were none.
B.
Consideration of Application Format for Town Committees




-Lee Templeton

Ms. Templeton addressed previous questions from Council regarding the application format.  She stated “Committee” should be changed to “Commission”.  The application format was derived from State statutes.  The statutes require that members of a commission be residents of the Town.

 A Historic Preservation Commission must have at least three (3) members serving Council approved terms, which cannot exceed four (4) years.  The statutes specify, “A majority of the members of such a commission shall have demonstrated special interest, experience, or education in history, architecture, archaeology, or related field”.  Ms. Templeton clarified that someone who does not have a degree in archaeology certainly may serve on the commission; however, a majority of the members on the Historic Commission must have some type of qualifications.  
An Appearance Commission’s appointments, where possible, “shall be made in such a manner as to maintain, on the commission at all times, a majority of members who have had special training or experience in a design field such as architecture, landscape design, horticulture, city planning, or a closely related field.” 
Parks and Recreation may be a Commission appointed by Town Council or a department of the Town.  The statutes do not specify the composition of a Parks and Recreation Commission.
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Mayor Paschal expressed his understanding of the need to appoint qualified members, but said there are many people in the area that are knowledgeable of the history of Wentworth who may not have a degree.  “I would hate to restrict them from being on the Historical Commission.”  Ms. Templeton explained experience is a qualification as well; therefore, Council is not limited to appointing members with a degree.  She expressed the need for appointing members with some qualification even if it is only “studying at night on your own”.

Mayor Paschal asked if the State statutes require you to have “those types of people” serving.  Ms. Templeton stated, “For the Historic Preservation Commission, a majority shall have demonstrated special interest, experience, or education in history, architecture, archaeology, or related fields”.  Mayor Paschal commented on “special interest” and asked Ms. Templeton to repeat the qualifications.  Ms. Templeton clarified “shall have demonstrated special interest, such as they are really interested, experience, or education”. 
Councilman Hendren referred to a previous question he had regarding the need for employer information and birth date on the applications. After further review, he believes employer information is a valid requirement due to conflict of interest issues.  Ms. Templeton agreed and explained the birth date request is due to an age diversity requirement.  “You cannot discriminate against any age group.” 

Ms. Templeton recommends the applications as presented because qualified members are needed to establish these commissions.  
Ms. Templeton asked Council if they would like her to investigate their options for a Parks and Recreation Committee.  Mayor Paschal explained this has been discussed in the past without much luck.  He would like to see the committee as a separate entity from the Council; however, monies could be budgeted each year for funding assistance.

Ms. Templeton stated she would “check into that” and try to have some answers before the May Council meeting.  Councilman Aswell asked for a copy of what she finds.  
Mayor Paschal thanked Ms. Templeton and made a motion to “approve the (application) format for the Town Committees”.
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Councilwoman Powell asked, “Are we going to approve the plans (Town Hall)… or are we tabling it”.  Mayor Paschal explained that Mrs. Russell will distribute the copies of the plans which Council will review and discuss.
C.
Consideration of Purchasing Promotional Items – Shirts/ Tote Bags/ License Plates


-Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer

Mrs. Russell presented sample t-shirts, golf shirts, tote bags, and a license

plate with the Town Seal.  Councilman Hendren referred to the t-shirt

suggesting a small Town Seal on the front and large seal on the back.

Councilman Aswell said he would like to see pockets on the golf shirts 

and t-shirts.  Mrs. Russell stated she did not believe the Town Seal would

fit on a shirt pocket.  Councilman Aswell compared the seal from a 

sample to his shirt pocket and stated it would fit.

Mrs. Russell will contact the vendor regarding the size of the seal on the

t-shirts and sweatshirts as well as pockets on the t-shirts and golf shirts.

Mayor Paschal made a motion to order seventy-five (75) large tote bags.  

Councilman Hendren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the 

motion carried.

Mayor Pro Tem Conner suggested purchasing license plates as well.

Mayor Paschal made a motion to order twenty (20) license plates.

Councilman Aswell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the 

motion carried.
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D.
Petitions for Paving of Spring Road and Dove Road

Mayor Paschal noted Council received petitions to pave both Spring Road and Dove Road.  He referred to a memo from Mrs. Ward stating the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) will be changing the “rules for urban areas” after July 1, 2006.  Mike Mills, NCDOT, advised submitting any petitions we may have before that date.

Mayor Paschal made a motion to approve submitting the petitions to pave Spring Road and Dove Road to the North Carolina Department of Transportation and request they pave each road and  provide half of the paving cost.
Councilman Aswell seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VII.
New Business

A. 
Approval of Plat Survey (Subdivision) for Grady Wise, 1.9564 


Acres on Berrymore Road

- Lee Templeton

Ms. Templeton explained Mr. Wise is cutting two (2) acres out of a larger tract, presumably for a house.  Mayor Paschal asked if this “conforms”.  Ms. Templeton confirmed it does.
Councilman Hendren made a motion “to approve the plat survey for Grady Wise”.

Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.



B.
Discussion on Creation of Central Business District Overlay or




Central Business Zoning District




- Lee Templeton

Ms. Templeton stated the more she researched a Central Business District the more complicated it seemed.  She recommends Council and the Planning Board conduct a work session to discuss what a “downtown” should accomplish and what it should look like.  
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Do you want a “walkable downtown” like Reidsville and Eden; or would you rather the “downtown” be car oriented.

Mayor Paschal stated he thought Council had begun addressing rules for such an area with the decisions they made regarding property on NC 87 owned by Harry Rakestraw.
Ms. Templeton explained those decisions pertained to a Planned Business Development only.  She mentioned issues such as lot size, setbacks, and alleys that need to be considered.  Mayor Paschal asked were those issues “not defined by what we’ve done with Harry… because at the time we were talking about how small the lots were and we wanted to give them some leeway on parking… it seems like to me were going in that direction already”.  He asked if Council could apply the decisions made regarding Mr. Rakestraw’s property to the area she is suggesting for a Central Business District.  Ms. Templeton said they could.  Councilman Aswell stated there is still more to do.  Ms. Templeton agreed. She gave examples such as permitted uses, lot size (no minimum lot size), and setbacks.
Council discussed a possible date to have a work session with the Planning Board, per Ms. Templeton’s suggestion.  
Mayor Paschal made a motion Council plan a joint meeting with the Wentworth Planning Board at the May 16 Planning Board meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VIII.

Public Comment

Mrs. Pat Wulfeck – National Day of Prayer

Mayor Paschal invited Mrs. Wulfeck to address the Council before the budget work session began.  Mrs. Wulfeck reminded Council the National Day of Prayer will be May 4th.  All citizens are invited to join her in prayer that day at 12:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.  Mayor Paschal thanked Mrs. Wulfeck. 
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Mayor Paschal made a motion to “recess for five (5) minutes”.
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

C.
Budget Work Session

-Yvonne Russell, Budget-Finance Officer

Council reconvened to begin the fiscal year 2006-2007 budget work session.  

Mrs. Russell reviewed the Annual Budget Estimates report, detailing each line item request.  She noted a decrease in the Payroll Services line item.  Mrs. Russell would like to “take over” payroll at the start of the fiscal year.  Currently, Paychex, Inc. handles payroll for the Town.  She requested to purchase a subscription for QuickBooks Assisted Payroll.  Subscribers to QuickBooks Assisted Payroll have the benefit of QuickBooks filing their Federal and State tax forms.  Mrs. Russell explained she would like to “try out” the Assisted Payroll until after January 1, 2007 at which time she would change the Town’s subscription to Enhanced Payroll.  Enhanced Payroll cost less and the user is responsible for completing and filing all Federal and State tax forms.
Mrs. Russell explained the Employer Taxes (FICA) line item has increased due to the addition of Council members to payroll, per Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regulation.

Mayor Paschal requested the Capital Outlay: Miscellaneous Road Paving line item be increased to one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000).

Mayor Paschal suggested Travel line items (Lodging/Meals/Mileage & Schools/Conference Fees) be increased to six thousand dollars ($6,000) each.
Regarding Office Equipment, Mayor Paschal requested Mrs. Russell ask Rick Wall (Compute This) for a quote on a terminal server.  A terminal server would allow staff to access their computers remotely.
Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Russell if Time Warner Cable offered bundled services, phone and internet, to Business Class customers.  Mrs. Russell stated she would call the Town’s representative and ask that question.
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Mayor Paschal requested there be enough funds in the Public Safety: Miscellaneous – Fire Department line item to purchase four (4) fire hydrants.

After discussing the Economic Development line item, Mayor Paschal requested it be on the May agenda to discuss the possibility of not investing an annual contribution for fiscal year 2006-2007.
Mrs. Russell will make the requested changes and the FY 2006-2007 Budget will be presented at the May 2, 2006 Council meeting.
Article VIII.
Announcements




Mayor Paschal made the following announcements.

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be on Tuesday, May 2, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.
· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will be on Tuesday, April 18, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.
Article IX.
Adjourn

Councilman Hendren made a motion the meeting be adjourned.  
Councilman Aswell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned.



Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





                  Yvonne Russell, Deputy Clerk



    Approved By: ______________________________






                                         Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
