TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

M I N U T E S

February 7, 2006
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, February 7, 2006, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Robert Aswell 
Council members absent:   Nathan Hendren

A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:
Councilwoman Iris Powell gave the Invocation.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda



A.  Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and noted that Harry Rakestraw signed to speak at the Public Hearing concerning Revision to the Town of Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinances.


The Mayor noted also, “The Agenda has been revised since the 



Council Packets were distributed and you can see the addition of Old 



Business on Page 2.”



Mayor Paschal then made a motion, “That we add Mr. Rakestraw to the 



Agenda and approve the revised Agenda.”


Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The 


motion carried.
Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for January 3, 2006
Mayor Paschal asked for any changes/corrections to the minutes. There 

were none. 
Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner made a motion, “The minutes be approved.” Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article V.
Public Hearing –



Mayor Paschal called the Public Hearing to order.

A. Consideration of Case No. W2006-001, Request for Rezoning from Residential Protected and Residential Agricultural to Office and Institutional (Part of Tax PIN 7975-02-89-9360)
- Lee Templeton, Rockingham County Planning Department



Mayor Paschal invited Lee Templeton to address Council concerning 




the request.



Mrs. Templeton referred Council to the map in their packets and pointed 



out the “turquoise” portion, “…which Rockingham County is requesting 




to be rezoned from Residential Protected and Residential Agricultural to 



Office and Institutional—ten acres, and these ten acres will be added to 



county property at the back of the jail annex property which is already 




zoned Office and Institutional.”



Mrs. Templeton advised that the Wentworth Planning Board 




recommended approval of the rezoning. She added, “They adopted the 




following statement which the Statutes are requiring us to do now…so this




will be added in all our future things.”  



“The Planning Board statement says, ‘In recommending approval of 


the zoning amendment before the Board, the Board hereby adopts the 




following statement as required by NCGS § 160A-383. 


The Board has determined that the zoning amendment is consistent 


with the Wentworth Land Use Plan because the area is appropriate for the 


proposed land use; and the proposed land use is consistent with all other 


relevant maps or plans officially adopted by the Town Council. The 


property adjacent to the ten-acre parcel is zoned Office & Institutional 


and is a governmental use. There are ten other properties within 1000 feet 


that are zoned Office and Institutional. The Wentworth Land Use Plan 


specifies the area as part of the Community Activity Center which includes 



governmental uses.’”



Mrs. Templeton added, “The Planning Staff also recommends approval 




of Rezoning Case W2006-001…and since it’s a straight rezoning, we




can’t put conditions on it, and we don’t know exactly what is going to be 




done, but we know it will be a governmental use.”



Mrs. Templeton said she would let Tom Wagoner, representing 




Rockingham County, address Council and then she would talk more about 




the Town Council’s “Analysis and Statement.”
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Mayor Paschal invited Mr. Wagoner to address Council.




Mr. Wagoner thanked the Board members for their consideration of the 




County’s request. He said he was sure that whatever projects the County 




may propose, “…will be a good neighbor to the citizens of Wentworth and 




that we can work in partnership to enhance your community and the rest 




of the citizens of the county.”




Mr. Wagoner asked Council if they had any questions. There were none.




Mrs. Templeton was asked to review the required statement (Town 




Council’s Analysis and Statement) for Council so they could determine 



how to include this information in their motions, etc.



She referred to the memo from the Planning Staff about the required 



statement and said she used the County’s format that was reviewed by 



their attorney. Mrs. Templeton reminded Council that they may accept or 



reject any parts of the statement if they deem them to be inappropriate.



She explained that the sample statement she provided is only one way to 



go, adding, “You have two options—You can adopt…approve the 




zoning amendment and adopt the statements that are here along with 



whatever you want to add to them; or if there is a statement you disagree 



with or want to change, we can do so. And, you can add anything.”




“Or,” Mrs. Templeton continued, “Your other option is to deny the 




zoning amendment…you would deny the amendment but adopt the 




statement, and the statements here are basically the opposite of the 




approval statement.”




“And in this case, you would have a really hard time saying it is not 



consistent with the Land Use Plan. But at any point in time, whether it is 



this case or the next one or the next ten cases, then you would have to give 


reason(s) for denial. As your advisors, Staff may already have some things 


listed, but we would also have blanks for you to fill in your reasons why 



not.”




Mayor Paschal asked if there should be two separate motions—one to 



approve or deny the request for rezoning and one to adopt the statement. 



Mrs. Templeton replied, “You can do it in one motion.”
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Councilwoman Powell asked, “Will this statement adopted tonight apply 




to all other requests in the future?”




Mrs. Templeton answered, “On this piece of property they would 




apply, but each time we have a rezoning to consider, we will not 




necessarily have the same word for word statement. It will always either 



be consistent with the Land Use Plan or not, but the details may differ. Not 


all re-zonings will be this straightforward and this simple.”
Mrs. Templeton explained further, “When you make your motion, for instance, to approve the request, you do not need to read all the information. You would read the first sentence and then No. 1—“The Council’s action in adopting this zoning amendment is consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan because…of (the information that was presented below), and then add in any changes you make, or not. So you wouldn’t have to read the whole thing, but you would read Number 1, then the first part of Number 2 and the first part of Number 3. That way you get it into the record.”

Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had additional questions. There were none.
Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we pass the zoning amendment and the accompanying statements, based on (1) Council’s action in adopting this zoning amendment is consistent with the adopted comprehensive land use plan because (A) of the governmental offices and institutional zoning district and the property borders three properties zoned Office and Institutional; and (B) The Wentworth Planning Board approved the statement that the zoning is consistent with the Land Use Plan, and  (2) Council considers its action in adopting the proposed zoning amendment to be reasonable because (A) The existing ten-acre tract is currently vacant and unused land; (B) The site directly adjoins land that has governmental uses; and, (C) The proposed use is an appropriate use for the land, considering its effect upon the entire community as a social, economic and political unit; (3) The council considers its action in adopting this zoning amendment to be in the public interest because: (A) The property will be used in conjunction with the new courthouse, new jail, new cell tower, and new Emergency Services center; and (B) The proposed development is designed to meet or exceed all requirements and goals of the existing Town of Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinances and the Wentworth Land Use Plan.” 
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Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion. There was no additional 


discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried. The request for 



rezoning passed unanimously.



Mr. Tom Terrell of Smith Moore, LLP, representing the law firm of the 



Town Attorney, asked if he could say a few words about the new law 



concerning the required statement, and was recognized by Mayor Paschal.




Mr. Terrell advised, “The purpose of this new legislation that we’re 



having to deal with is to make you think about your comprehensive plan, 



but it’s clear that the comprehensive plan does not rule your actions. It 
cannot be a basis for you being overly concerned. When this bill was being discussed, there was a lot of discussion about that. There are so many re-zonings where there are gray areas with respect to your land use plans. It may not be consistent, but at the same time, it’s not necessarily incompatible. So you are required now to consider the comprehensive plan, but it is not a new law that governs what you do. It’s a policy.”







Mayor Paschal thanked Mr. Terrell and remarked, “It’s to make us think a little more.”
Article V.
PUBLIC HEARING(S) – C O N T I N U E D

B.  Consideration of Revision to the Town of Wentworth Planning 


      and Zoning Ordinances:



 

- Chapter II, Article VII, Section 4.6 (Relative to Regulations for 





   Special Use Permits – Planned Business Development)

- Chapter II, Article VIII, Section 1(Changes to the Table of Area 

   and Yard Requirements)





- Chapter II, Article IX, Section 1 and Section 5 (Changes to the 





  Off-Street Parking Standards and the Improvement, Design and 




  Location Standards)


– Lee Templeton, Rockingham County Planning & Zoning 

   Department

Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Templeton to present the text amendment changes to the Town’s Planning and Zoning Ordinance. 
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Mrs. Templeton referred Council members to their packets, which she 
said included changes to the Ordinance recommended by the Piedmont 
Triad Council of Governments, requested as part of the Land Use Plan 
contract, and changes to the Ordinance as requested by Harry Rakestraw 
and recommended by the Town Planning Board, “last year.” 

Mrs. Templeton said, “Most of these were requested by Mr. Rakestraw, 
but not all of them.” She referenced the page with the Planning Board’s 
recommended changes (Item 4 on Page 2) regarding parking requirements 
for Gasoline/Convenience Stores, and explained, “That change was 
requested by the Planning Board, but the other changes were brought to us 
by Mr. 
Rakestraw. The Planning Board agreed and recommended 
approval.”

Mrs. Templeton said there were a few differences in the changes 
recommended by the Planning Board and those recommended by the 
Council of Governments. She referred Council to the comparison she did 
for them, showing the current Ordinance text, PTCOG’s recommended 
text, and Mr. Rakestraw’s requested changes.


Mrs. Templeton said the Council of Governments also recommended “A 
number of other additions or changes to those three sections in Chapter 
II.”
 She reasoned, “So we have a choice here. You can choose to go for 
the changes the Planning Board recommended, and then I prepared a 
(separate) list of changes that do not have anything to do with the changes 
requested by Mr. Rakestraw and approved by the Planning Board. These 
are in addition to the Planning Board’s recommendation.”

Mrs. Templeton said, “The main things that are in the Planning Board’s 
recommendation deal with the front yard depth and whether you can allow 
parking inside the front yard depth. There is a difference between 
PTCOG’s suggestion and what the Planning Board approved.” 


Councilwoman Powell asked Mrs. Templeton which piece of paper she 
was looking at.


Mrs. Templeton referred Council to the “Comparison between PTCOG’s 
suggestions and Harry Rakestraw’s suggestions for changes...for Special

Use Permits for Planned Business Developments…and Off-Street Parking 
and Loading Requirements.”



Mayor Paschal remarked, “There was just too much information on this 
one thing…it was hard to figure it out.”
(Note: The Town Clerk offers her apology for the “overkill,” and in the future will assume that if you need more information on a specific agenda item, you will ask for it prior to the Council meeting.)
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Mrs. Templeton concluded, “There are several ways you can go in terms 
of adopting or not adopting these changes. 

(1) You can choose to adopt just what the Council of Governments 
 
      offered.

(2) You can choose to adopt just what the Planning Board recommended 
             for approval.

(3) You can choose to adopt just that part of COG’s changes that were not 
 
      part of the Planning Board’s recommendation, or 

(4) You can combine the two. 

(5) Or, you can do something totally different!”


Mrs. Templeton offered to “go through the comparison—what the 
Planning Board approved and what PTCOG recommended.”
Mayor Paschal responded, “Personally, I would like to see this (COG’s recommendations that Mrs. Templeton separated from the Planning Board’s recommendations) go back to the Planning Board and come to us as a recommendation from them, so they will have some input on this.”

He added, “Then we can go ahead and vote on the other if that’s what Council wants to do.”

The Mayor said, “As far as this commercial area up here goes, if we adopt what the Planning Board recommended, we can then turn around and ask the zoning department to go in and delineate that area as far as doing an overlay for that particular area.” 

Mayor Paschal explained that this was one of Hanna’s (PTCOG) recommendations if Council voted to approve Mr. Rakestraw’s requested changes and that it, “…would keep anyone else from having to get yet another rezoning if they were doing something up there with a piece of property.”




Mrs. Templeton said, “We would need to say specifically what area you 



are talking about. After talking with Brenda about it, I started thinking of 



it as Wentworth’s Central Business District.”



Mayor Paschal said, “We can come up with something, say, from Point A 


to Point B, but we’ve got a couple of other things to do here first.”




Mayor Paschal then made a motion to, “Approve Planning Board’s 



Recommendations.” Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion.




There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Mayor Paschal made a second motion, “That we direct Lee (Templeton) 



to come up with an overlay district from the Wentworth City Limit sign to 



the intersection of County Home Road down here, for our commercial 




district, and come up with an overlay to present to us at our next 



meeting.”




Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion 



by Council; however, Mrs. Templeton asked, “The overlay district—



what are you looking for? Do you want just commercial or do you want to 



allow industrial in there, or…” Mayor Paschal replied, “The same thing 



that we basically have in that area—the same type of businesses we have 



now through there.”




“Just Community Shopping?” asked Mrs. Templeton. 




Mayor Paschal said, “That’s the way it is shown right now, correct, on 




the Land Use Plan? 




Mrs. Templeton answered, “The Land Use Plan doesn’t really 




show…and what this is saying here (referring to Land Use Map) is Mixed 




Use, which is very vague. It could be basically anything—residential, 



commercial, industrial. She pointed out the area Mayor Paschal alluded to 


                        earlier as Point A to Point B and asked how deep he was thinking about 



going. 



Mayor Paschal replied, “To include the total property of that section 



through there—the property lines.”  Mrs. Templeton then showed 




Council a map indicating the area she had thought about for the overlay 



district.



 Mayor Paschal said, “The overlay wouldn’t affect where you already 



have houses…they would still be houses and zoned accordingly at that 



time, and then when it changed, it would move over to whatever we had 



there in that particular zone class.”




Mrs. Templeton responded, “Depending on how you write the overlay 



district, I think you would still have to change the zoning on it. It would be 


simpler to do because of the overlay district, but I think you would still 



have to change the zoning to get it.”  She said she would investigate this as 


she gathers information.




Mayor Paschal noted that Mrs. Templeton’s suggestion (map) also 




“catches NC 87” (65/87 triangle as part of the overlay district).
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She reasoned, “I thought we may want to do more than one road, because 



if not, it makes you more like a one-street town. There are several parcels 




there and I thought you may want to 
include a side street or two so that 




you have some areas to allow (uses) other than Community Shopping.”



Mayor Pro Tem Conner suggested a work session might be in order to 



discuss the overlay district.




Mayor Paschal said, “I would like to amend my motion to include the 87 




portion down to County Home Road also.” (NOTE: See Attached Map as 



submitted by Lee Templeton)



Mayor Pro Tem Conner was in agreement with the amended motion and 




offered a second.




Mayor Paschal asked the Town Attorney if the amended motion and 



second was in order.  




Mr. Terrell responded, “The motion is okay, and my history on this is 




very, very shallow. I want to make sure, though, that you know that when 



you create this type of overlay, it is geographically specific and you’ve got 


to be careful about the notice requirements.” He said he would read up on 



the statutes pertaining to this and advise Council accordingly. 



Mayor Paschal replied, “When she brings it to us, we’ll go over that.”




Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked when Council could have a work session.




Mayor Paschal said he would call for a vote on the amended motion and 



then discuss the work session. He asked if there was any discussion on the 



motion. There was none. All voted in favor and the amended motion 



passed.




Mayor Paschal commented that he did not want to forget about the other 



changes recommended by the Council of Governments, and made a 



motion, “To send the prospective changes from Piedmont Triad Council 



of Governments, Chapter II, Article VII, Section 4.6 / Use: Planned 



Business Development back to the  Planning Board for their consideration 


and their input. And also Article IX – Off-Street Parking.”



Councilman Robert Aswell seconded the motion. There was no 




discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Mayor Paschal commented, “We can look at the overlay and if it’s not 



what we want or it’s going to be too difficult, we can look at creating 



another zoning district there if that’s going to be easier at some point in 



time. But I would still like to look at the overlay.” 



Mrs. Templeton said she would work around their schedule as far as a 



work session, but would like to know a timeframe.



Councilman Aswell said he thought it would be better to wait and let 



Mrs. Templeton bring something back to the next council meeting. Mayor 


Paschal agreed.  (There was no motion or vote.) 



Mayor Paschal announced that Council is now out of the Public 




Hearing(s) and would move to the next Agenda item under Old Business.

Article VI.
Old Business




1.  Update on Status of Post Office
Mayor Paschal referenced an email in Council’s packet from Bob Rizzuto, Real Estate Specialist in the Greensboro office of the US Postal Service. The email was in reply to the Town Administrator’s request for an update on the Wentworth Post Office. Although the postal service had agreed to build a new post office in Wentworth, they later advised that all postal service projects are on hold nationally. 


Mayor Paschal read the “bottom line” of the email, which stated, “At this 

time the Postal Service is not actively seeking a new Post Office in 


Wentworth.” 



The Mayor referenced information in the email—“The postal service is 


trying to automate and combine services, so these changes in the way the 


postal service does business will affect their decisions on new facilities.”


The Mayor advised that during correspondence back and forth, “Mr. 


Rizzuto asked for a fair market value for leasing in this area. We checked 


with Mr. Thompson who owns property up here around the Employment 


Security Commission, and got a figure from him, but they (postal service) 


must not have 
been happy with it.”
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The Mayor said he has asked the Town Clerk, “To get back in touch with 



the lady who got all this back on track again (Ms. Connie Blakesley), so I 



can meet with her. We may be back to the point where we build a new 



town hall and build on additional square footage to lease it to the Postal 



Service for a minimal amount for five or ten years, to get them to come up 



there. It just looks like to me, we are back to the point where we are going 



to come up with a leased space for them, and they’re not going to pay any 


more than they are paying down there (Wright Tavern).”

The Town Clerk advised that Ms. Blakesley has not returned her phone 

calls. Mayor Paschal told the Town Clerk to try to email her and to, “Find 

out where she is, and maybe I’ll just go visit her.” 

Article VI.
Old Business  - Continued




B. Update on Promotional Items with Town Seal

Mayor Paschal recognized the Town Clerk and asked her to advise Council concerning the shirts, etc.



     
Mrs. Ward reminded Council, “As you know, we have not been that 




successful in our previous attempts to get some shirts embroidered with 



the Town Seal; however, we have found a place in Madison, Custom 



Screens, Inc.—Chris McMichael, and they have done some samples for 



us. 



We have some tote bags, T-shirts and sweat shirts over here for you to 



look at. You have a price list for these in your packets. Chris didn’t 



understand that we also wanted to look at a golf shirt with a much smaller 



seal, maybe on a pocket or something, so I have asked them to do that but 



we don’t have it yet.”

     

Mrs. Ward said she would like to know if Council wanted to approve 



the purchase of any of the items shown, and if so, what quantity they 



would want. 




She added, “The North Carolina Association of Municipal Clerks will be 


meeting in Greensboro in August for their annul conference, and I thought 

it would be nice if we could donate some of the larger tote bags, since the 


conference will be hosted by area clerks.”




Mayor Paschal asked, “How many do you want?” Mrs. Ward replied, 



“As many as I can get.”
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After discussing the pricing and price break quantities, the Mayor 



suggested getting enough so that every third or fourth person could have 



one. The Clerk advised that average attendance is around 100 to 150.




Mrs. Ward asked Council if they thought the seal work was acceptable 



and if they wanted to order any of the shirts or get additional samples. She 



remarked that the Town will soon have a good supply of samples and may 



not have to order any at all.”


Mrs. Ward also pointed out the license tag with the Town Seal and said 
she questioned the blue color in the outer circle, “which looks purple to 

me.”


Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Ward what size shirts she planned to order. 

Mrs. Ward said that would be up to council…“but I assume you would 

want to mix up the sizes.”


The Mayor asked the price of the golf shirts and Mrs. Ward said she did 

not have pricing yet, and that it would probably depend on fabric selected, 

etc.


Mayor Paschal said he would like to wait and see the golf shirts. He 

asked Mrs. Ward how soon she would need to place an order for the tote 

bags. Mrs. Ward replied, “There is no hurry since the conference isn’t 

until August.” 


Mayor Paschal asked the council what they thought, and Councilman 

Aswell made a motion, “We table it.” Mayor Paschal seconded the 

motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion 

carried.
Article VII.
New Business



A. Appointments to the Town of Wentworth Planning Board




     (1) Consideration of Appointment of William Totten (Two Year 




           Term)




Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we approve Mr. Totten for a two-



year term.” Councilman Aswell seconded the motion There was no 




discussion and all voted in favor.
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Article VII.
New Business – Continued




(2) Administer Oaths to New Planning Board Appointees




Mayor Paschal asked the Town Clerk to administer oaths to Mr. Totten 




and Judy Wall, who had already been appointed by Council but had not 




yet taken the oath of office.



The Town Clerk administered oaths to Mr. Totten and Mrs. Wall and 




thanked them for agreeing to serve on the Planning Board.




B.  Consideration of Robert Aswell for Recommendation to the 



Town/City Managers as the Municipal Appointment for the 



County to the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC)



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we recommend Robert to the 




managers as the municipal appointee for the County to the 




Transportation Advisory Committee.” 




Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 




All voted in favor and the motion carried.




C.
Consideration of Evelyn Conner for Appointment to the 




Rockingham County Partnership for Economic Development 




Board, as the Town of Wentworth’s Non-Voting Member of the 




Board of Directors.



Councilwoman Powell made a motion, “That Evelyn be appointed
.”



Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All 




voted in favor and the motion carried.

D.
Consideration of Municipal Ordinance Declaring Speed Limit 

Modifications and Request for Concurring Ordinance by the

Department of Transportation (25 mph from a point 0.14 mile east 

of SR 2124—Hancock Road—eastward to a point 0.12 mile east of 

SR 2460—Tyre Dodson Road—in Wentworth)
Mayor Paschal explained that the speed limit in this area is already 25 miles per hour, but said the State realized they did not have an ordinance from the Town declaring it to be 25 mph.

Mayor Paschal made a motion “That we pass an ordinance declaring speed limit modifications for said section to 25 miles per hour.” Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VI.
New Business – Continued


E.  Consideration of Recommendations for Initial Implementation of 


Town of Wentworth Land Use Plan


- Lee Templeton / Brenda Ward


Mayor Paschal invited Mrs. Templeton and Mrs. Ward to address 



council.  Mrs. Templeton said that she would be speaking first. She 



advised the Board that after they adopted the Land Use Plan, she and the 


Town Clerk met with Hanna 
Cockburn at the Piedmont Triad Council of 


Governments’ office in Greensboro to discuss what needed to be done first 



to implement the Land Use Plan, “so it doesn’t become a dusty book on a 



shelf that nobody ever looks at.”
Mrs. Templeton said, “We want to get cracking with some  implementation and the overlay district will, I think, be a part of that, even though it isn’t 
what we had stated in there, it is easy to make changes. What we do already have is this list of things we felt would give a good beginning to the Land Use Plan.”
· Establishment of Action Committees

“What we do have,” said Mrs. Templeton, “is very important—establishing three (3) committees—an Appearance Committee, a Recreation Committee, and a Historic Preservation Committee. The Appearance Committee is of greater importance right now because, throughout the year of working on the Land Use Plan we have talked about…maintaining the rural character and having the Town buildings of a compatible architecture. Since we are getting ready to have a new Court House, new jail and new EMS Center, all located in what may become the CBD of Wentworth. Also, a new Town Hall, and civic center, and perhaps in the next 50 years, a new post office.”

She expressed the need to get the Appearance Committee going so they “…could come up with what is compatible architecture and what type of things the Town would like to see.” She said the County Manager has said the County will be securing an architect in May or June, “so we don’t have a whole lot of time. This committee should come up with ideas for new construction as to what would be pleasant and give a cohesiveness to the town. Also, compatible landscaping is an avenue to pursue. The Appearance Committee would investigate available grants to see what possibilities there are. ”
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Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked how many people should be on the committees. Mrs. Templeton said it would be up to the Council, but she would suggest five to seven people. 

Mayor Paschal asked, “So we are going to establish committees and later on find out who wants to be on them?”

Mrs. Templeton replied, “Brenda (Town Administrator) is going to talk about the composition of the committees, but we were thinking we would make a request of citizens to see who would be interested.” 

She continued, “We also talked about the Recreation Committee, and possible grants available there...” Mayor Paschal said, “We have talked about a recreation committee in the past and I have had people come to me and ask about this.”
In reference to the Historic Preservation Committee, Mrs. Templeton said there are many people in Wentworth who are interested in preserving historic structures. The committee would look into this to see what we have and what grant opportunities are available there.”
· Additions/Changes To Ordinance Text
Mrs. Templeton talked about the second area of implementation, pointing out that Hanna Cockburn with the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments would be looking at broad changes to the ordinance text, but commented that there are a few things that should be addressed in the next five (5) years: 


- Expansion of water and sewer in new developments


- Farm Land Preservation Ordinance


- Lighting Ordinance


- Provision for Sidewalks, Crosswalks, and Traffic Controls

Mrs. Templeton commented that the Farm Land Preservation Ordinance should be simple to put together for the Planning Board and Council to consider. She said, “This would allow people who have farms inside the city limits to apply to the Advisory Board for the Voluntary Ag Districts. But we have to have the Farm Land Preservation Ordinance in place  in our ordinance before you can do that. The Voluntary Ag District is a State organization.”
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Mayor Paschal commented. “If you required developers to do the 


expansion of water and sewer, it would be a pretty hefty expense on their 


part.”



Mrs. Templeton replied, “Where water and sewer is available, the 


counties and municipalities require developers, whether it is residential or 


commercial, to tie in if there is a line within “x” number of feet. What the 


developer does, is build it into the cost of the lot, etc. It is a real benefit, 


and most developers don’t mind that because, people in residential 



developments anyway, really like the idea of having water and sewer. The 


Town of Wentworth is in better shape in that respect than 99% of the 


county as far as the sewer goes. And there can be more (sewer lines) 


available without nearly the expense it would take Ruffin to get sewer. 


And water lines also, because much of the Town has Dan River water. 


Water and sewer requirements are not as far-fetched as in many other 


places. These are things that can be done in the near future to enhance the 


town.”



Mrs. Templeton talked about the “provision for sidewalks, crosswalks, 


and traffic controls, saying, “One of the things we discussed was the need 


to make this area look like a downtown, with the use of sidewalks, and 


crosswalks at the stop lights. And other means of traffic control—street 


lights along here—the shorter lights…gas lights…these things cause 


people to slow down because it gives the appearance of a downtown.”


So these are changes we can make in our ordinance that will push along 



our Land Use Plan.

· Policies / Agreements



Mrs. Templeton said the last thing we are suggesting is various policies 


and agreements we would like to see in the near future.




- Cooperative Agreement with Rockingham County for recreational 




  opportunities.



She commented, “They (Rockingham County) have talked about the ball 


fields and gym at the old Wentworth School. The County does not have a 



recreation department, but they do have some walking trails and they are 


planning to put in some more around the Governmental Center, to go from 

the Cherokee Camp over behind the old Wentworth School. They are 


really looking at expanding the trail system, which ties in with recreation



and we could help them out and they help us out and together we could 


come up with something.”
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Continuing, Mrs. Templeton remarked, “We need to look into getting the Department of Transportation to go along with what we want.”
“To have an agreement there for a working relationship with the Rockingham County Sheriff’s Department, talking about enforcement of traffic laws. One thing that would help Tony (Deputy assigned to Wentworth)—is to lower the speed limit in what we consider this downtown. The other “downtown” (Courthouse area) has the lower speed limit.”
“For the City of Eden to reserve sewer capacity for future use and for Dan River Water to make sure they realize we are needing and will need more sewer and water as time goes by. They have to get that tank up though, before they can do us much good.”

Mayor Paschal said, “I don’t think we can bank on either one of those (City of Eden or Dan River Water) for a lot at this point in time. Of course, the City of Eden has a good bit of reserve, but they also have a lot of vacant lines and infrastructure needs. Dan River Water is operating on a shoestring and we would be lucky to get a tank unless someone else pays on it.”

Mrs. Templeton advised that the Town Administrator would finish up with a few comments about the Committees.

Mrs. Ward: “Regarding the boards and committees that you may establish to carry out some of these things, I think Hanna just wanted you to be aware of the fact that although we have adopted a land use plan, it doesn’t stop there. You may remember that she made the comment that the work is just beginning.”
“What I wanted to suggest is that you consider an application process for appointments to these committees so we can hopefully, get people who are interested in one of these specific areas. I think the more public involvement we can get, the better it is.”

Mrs. Ward passed out two separate application formats and suggested council study them and at the next meeting make a determination as to which format they like the best and/or if they want to make any changes.
Councilwoman Powell remarked, “The City of Reidsville does this…uses applications.”  
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Mrs. Ward said, “We can advertise in the paper and let people know that they can come by the Town Hall to pick up an application or they can call and we would mail them one. If we ever get a website, we can post them there as well.”



“You may want to think about whether you want to have only citizens of 



Wentworth on these committees or do you want to go outside for a mile or 

two mile radius.”


Mrs. Ward said some towns and cities create their committees by 



resolution and some by ordinance.



Attorney Tom Terrell said, “Permanent boards are usually established by 



ordinance but ad-hoc committees can be established by resolution.



Mrs. Ward said she would be glad to have the resolution(s) ready for the 



next meeting, and suggested, “If you don’t do anything else with this 


tonight, you may at least want to make a motion to get these resolutions 


done, establishing the three committees we have recommended.”



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “We move ahead with the resolutions for 


the Appearance, Recreation, and Historic Preservation committees.”


The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Conner. There was no 


discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.


Mayor Paschal added, “On the additions and changes to the ordinance 


text, I would like to make a motion, ‘That we have Lee rob the County’s 


ordinance for the Farmland Preservation Ordinance.’   ”  Mayor Pro Tem 


Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor 


and the motion carried.


Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked council what they thought about going to 


a two-mile radius for committee appointments.



Councilman Aswell said he thought they should “be in the Town.” 



Mayor Paschal said, “I do too, personally, but you can make a motion 


otherwise.”



Mrs. Templeton said, “There are some really good historians living 



within two miles but they are outside the town limits.” 
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The Town Clerk said, “I don’t see a problem with the committees using 



these people for reference.” Everyone agreed.


Mrs. Ward asked the Mayor, “In regards to implementation of the Land 


Use Plan topic and the additions/changes to the Ordinance text, would this 

be a good time to ask for a proposal from the COG for revision of the 


ordinance text.



Mayor Paschal asked if it has been determined whether or not the Land 


Use Proposal funds are depleted—“Do we need to set aside more money?”


Mrs. Ward replied, “As soon as we pay the January invoice, we will have 

used up the contract amount. Hanna (Cockburn – PTCOG) said you can 


amend the contract or 
they will be glad to submit a new proposal for the 


ordinance work…by the hour or up to a maximum amount, or however 



you want them to do it.”



Mayor Paschal said, “I make a motion that we ask COG for a new 


proposal to help us with the ordinance changes.” Councilman Aswell 



seconded the  motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the 



motion carried.

Article VIII.
Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items



No one signed the Speaker Register.

Article IX.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Mayor Paschal made the
announcements:

· Two members of Council and Staff will be attending the Essentials of Municipal Government Seminar in Greensboro on February 14 – 16, 2006.

· The Rockingham County League of Local Governments Meeting will be hosted by the Town of Madison on Monday, February 20, 2006, at the Madison-Mayodan Recreation Center, at 6:30 p.m.
· The Wentworth Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, February 21, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.

· The regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be held on Tuesday, March 7, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.
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X.
A D J O U R N


Mayor Paschal made a motion “the meeting be adjourned.” Councilwoman 
Powell seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





              Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
