TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

May 1, 2007
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall meeting room in the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, May 1, 2007, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: Mayor Dennis Paschal, Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, Councilman Nathan Hendren, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Robert Aswell
A quorum was present. 

Staff Present:
Brenda Ward, Town Clerk / Fred Baggett, Town Attorney /

Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer / Frankie Legaux, Rockingham County Planning Department
Article I.
Mayor Dennis Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Mayor Paschal gave the Invocation.
Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda

 A.  Requests and Petitions of Citizens

No one signed the Speaker Register to address Council, and there were no revisions to the May Agenda.
Mayor Paschal made a motion to, “Adopt the Agenda as written.”
Councilman Robert Aswell seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for April 3, 2007
Mayor Paschal asked for corrections to or approval of the April Town Council Minutes.
Councilwoman Iris Powell made a motion. “That we accept the minutes as written.”

Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Articile V.
Public Hearing


A. Rezoning Case # W2007-002


     Consideration of Request to Rezone from Residential Protected to 


     Community Shopping. The properties (corner of NC 87 and 



     County Home Road) are identified as Tax PIN(s)7986-03-02-5098, 


     7986-03-01-4983, and 7986-03-01-3821.



Mayor Paschal convened the Public Hearing and asked Ms. Frankie 


Legaux with the Rockingham County Planning Department, to review the 


case for Council.


Ms. Legaux noted that Ralph Campano is the applicant for Case # 



W2007-002, requesting rezoning from Residential Protected to 



Community Shopping. She explained that there are three (3) properties,

approximately 3.76 acres, identified by Tax PIN(s), and located at the 
intersection of NC 87 and County Home Road. 

“The recommended future use of these parcels is mixed use,” said Ms. 
Legaux, “and it is within the community activity center, and this rezoning 
would be in accordance with the Town of Wentworth Future Land Use 
map.”

Ms. Legaux explained that the neighborhood is currently used mainly for 
residential and governmental purposes, and is in the Dan River-Eden 
Watershed Overlay District. She advised that the property is not in a flood 

plain, “as indicated by the FEMA maps…Dan River Water and individual

septic systems would be available to serve the property.”
Ms. Legaux reviewed the Planning Staff Recommendation as follows:
“After reviewing the application, staff concludes that the necessary 
materials have been submitted for the application to be considered 
complete. This request is consistent with the definition of Community 
Shopping zoning district, and that is to provide a place for crossroads 
shopping and community center shopping establishments.”

“When making the decision, in this case it is for a straight rezoning, and 
you must consider all uses that are allowed in a Community Shopping 
zoning district, and disregard any specific testimony referencing current or 
future use.”
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Ms. Legaux concluded, “Based on the Wentworth Planning and Zoning 
Ordinances and Land Use Plan, Staff recommends approval of Rezoning 
Case #W2007-002. Also, the Planning Board recommended unanimously 
to approve this.”

Ms. Legaux asked if anyone had questions for her concerning the 
rezoning case.

Mayor Paschal, referring to the map in his packet, asked if the “white box 
with the X” is where the property is located.
Councilman Aswell replied, “That’s a church.” 

Ms. Legaux advised that the three parcels in the triangle outlined in the 
maroon color, is the property in question, “but not the one with the dot in 
it.” (See copy of map, attached hereto as part of these minutes: Attachment 
A)
Councilwoman Powell asked if this property is “in front of Rachael and 
Banks Fox’s house.”

Councilman Aswell answered, “Across the road, behind D.O.T. where 
that house is.”

There were no additional questions from members of Council.

Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we concur with the Planning Board on the rezoning and adopt the Statement of Consistency as required by NCGS 153A-341 and 153A-342”

Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion.

Mayor Paschal asked for further discussion. Councilwoman Powell asked, “Was Rachael and Banks (Fox) the only people in the neighborhood who had anything against it (rezoning)?”

The Town Clerk mentioned that a neighbor, Frank Hughes, signed the Speaker Register at one of the earlier planning board meetings, and expressed opposition to the rezoning. She noted, however, that he works out of town and works late, “otherwise, he would probably be here.”
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Ms. Legaux added, “I can tell you that when we first advertised the Public Hearing, we have not had any calls recently, but when it was first advertised, we had two phone calls against it, one for, and one caller did not state whether they were for or against it. And we haven’t had any phone calls from the latest advertisement.”

Mayor Paschal commented, “It is abutting an area that I would consider almost heavy commercial with the activity going on there at the Department of Transportation. So, to me, if you don’t approve something like this, you’re setting yourself up for legal action…and it is designated in our Land Use Plan as commercial use.”
Ms. Legaux explained further, “I will say that because this is in the Dan River-Eden Watershed, they will have to rezone to a conditional use district and also apply for a variance, if they are going to go over 24 percent impervious surface coverage, and that would be your parking lot and any buildings, so if it is going to be over 24%, they will have to apply…
“So they would have to go back through the Planning Board?” asked Mayor Paschal.

“Yes,” replied Ms. Legaux. “The Conditional Use part would come through you (Council) and the variance would go through the Planning Board.”

There was no more discussion and all voted in favor of Mayor Paschal’s motion to grant the rezoning.
Mayor Paschal closed the public hearing and moved to Old Business.

Article VI.
Old Business



A. Consideration of Funding Request ($15,000)



     - ReDirections (Peer Mediation)

Mayor Paschal reminded Council that ReDirections made their request at the April meeting, and that Council discussed it at their Budget Work Session and approved it to be included in the new budget.
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“Unless someone has a problem with it,” said Mayor Paschal, “I would like to make a motion that we approve the funding for ReDirections’ Peer Mediation in the amount of $15,000.00. 
Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the 
motion carried.
Article VI.
Old Business


B. Consideration of “Celebration Ten” Committee Member



Mayor Paschal said there was a gentleman and his wife at the last council 



meeting who said he would like to serve on the committee, but the mayor 


could not remember his name, and noted, “We’ll add him later.”



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “To table Consideration of Celebration 


Ten Committee Member until the June meeting.”



Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no further 



discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VII.
New Business



A. Submission of Budget Message / Budget Summary / Estimated 


     Revenues and Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2007-2008




Mayor Paschal recognized the Town Administrator and Finance Officer. 


Mrs. Ward noted that the Finance Officer stepped out for a moment, and 


added, “Everything has been presented as clearly as we know how, but we 

will be happy to answer your questions or explain something if you need 


us to.”


There were no questions and Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we 


approve the submitted budget for Fiscal Year 2007-2008.”


The Town Clerk asked the mayor if he would include in his motion when 


the public hearing would be held.

Mayor Paschal said he would like to add to his motion, “The public hearing for the budget is scheduled for the June 5th Town Council Meeting.”
Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. Mayor Paschal asked for 
further discussion.
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Councilman Hendren referred to the “Looking Ahead” section in 
the 
Town Administrator’s Budget Message. He noted the paragraph about the 
Town property being cleared and asked, “Are we planning on having 
anyone plant grass there?” 

The Town Administrator advised that the contractor is supposed to sow 
grass in the areas that were cleared—“where the house and the store 
building were.”

There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion to 
approve the Budget for Fiscal Year 2007-2008 passed. 
Article VI.
New Business


B. Consideration of Funding Request:



     Rockingham County Sheriff’s Department 
     $550.00 for “Stop Stick” (Tire Deflation Device)



      - Deputy Clarence Cheshire
Mayor Paschal invited Deputy Clarence Cheshire to address Council concerning the request.


Deputy Cheshire passed out some articles about the use of the Stop 


Stick, explaining “deployment and how they are meant to be used.”


He explained that “stop sticks” are spiny bars attached to a wire or base,


and are used in pursuit of a vehicle when it will not stop, or when people 


are trying to use the vehicle itself as a weapon against law enforcement or 


bystanders. 
“If this happens,” Deputy Cheshire said, “the stop stick is deployed into 

the roadway. As the vehicle comes along and runs over the stop stick, the 
tire is deflated in progression. There is not an initial ‘pop’ of the tire. The 
vehicle will continue to travel for a short distance before the tire is 
completely flat, so they don’t lose control of the vehicle.”



Deputy Cheshire said stop sticks have been used in countless ways by 


local law enforcement, including the Highway Patrol. He said they are 


used as a primary means of stopping a fleeing subject. He mentioned an 


incident in Chapel Hill, NC, where a suspect ran onto the lawn and killed 


people with his vehicle. He noted that stop sticks could have been used to 


slow the vehicle down and stop it before the accident occurred.
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Deputy Cheshire said, “If someone is fleeing through Wentworth 




from Reidsville or Madison and they come flying through here during a 



busy time, such as when school takes in or lets out, and we know they are 



headed this way, the stop sticks can be used to avert any potential 




accidents.”



He said he is asking for funding to equip his vehicle, “which the Town 



purchased, and I just think it would be a good idea to have this within the 



Town where they (Stop Sticks) could be accessed quickly if needed.”




He encouraged Council to read over the material he provided them and 



said he would appreciate their consideration.




There were no questions from Council.




Mayor Pro Tem Conner made a motion, “That we fund the $550.00 for 



the Rockingham County Sheriff’s Department for the Stop Sticks.”



Councilman Aswell and Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. All 


voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article VII.
New Business – Continued




C. Consideration of Resolution Supporting House Bill 40 and Senate 



     Bill 112 in the 2007-2008 Session of the North Carolina General 



     Assembly



      - Mark Wells, Executive Director, Rockingham County Business 



      and Technology Center




Mayor Paschal  recognized Mark Wells, Executive Director of the 



Rockingham County Business and Technology Center.
Mr. Wells thanked everyone for coming and said he would like to, “…briefly introduce everyone to what we do at the Business and Technology Center. I don’t want you approving a resolution of support without understanding what we do. One of the things we looked at when we opened the Business and Technology Center in 2005, was to provide no-fee business counseling to start-up businesses or struggling businesses who needed some help, or those who had opportunities for growth but didn’t really know how.”
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Mr. Wells continued, “So we came on board to support what the Small Business Center or the Community College does…and since then we have also added a branch of SCORE® (Service Core of Retired Executives), which has added capacity. We actually have a full time business counselor and four volunteer SCORE counselors, and we hope to have seven counselors by mid-summer. We provide no-fee computer software training in partnership with the Small Business Center, and provide classes on cash flow analysis, how to do a balance sheet, how to set up a web site and be sure your website can be found on Google.”
Mr. Wells advised Council, “We have established the Rockingham County Business Coalition, formed in November of 2006. What it is, is a coalition of the Business and Technology Center, the (RCC) Small Business Center, the Economic Development Partnership, as well as the Economic Development entities for Eden and Reidsville, and every Chamber of Commerce in this County, coming together to talk about how we can improve the economy in this county. I think that is a powerful start, having all these people come together under one roof.”




Mr. Wells continued with a Power Point presentation and concluded by 



asking for Council’s support of NC House bill 40 and NC Senate Bill 112.



He explained, “A portion of the monies that come from those bills would 



come to the Business and Technology Center with an award of $400,000 



to help keep us operating.” 




“All I’m asking for today,” said Mr. Wells, “is your support through the 



Resolution. I will then take the Resolution and pass it on to 





Representatives Nelson Cole and Brian Holloway, and to Senator Phil 



Berger, so that they recognize local support for this initiative.”



Mr. Wells offered to answer any questions from Council.



There were no questions, but Mayor Pro Tem Conner said she has 



attended several classes at the Business and Technology Center and found 



them to be, “…very helpful and very convenient, with good instructors.”




Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we pass the Resolution Supporting 



House Bill 40 and Senate Bill 112 in the 2007-2008 Session of the North 




Carolina General Assembly.”








Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no further 




discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

May 1, 2007

Page 9

Article VII.
New Business – Continued




D. Consideration of 2007 National Day of Prayer Proclamation



       -Exie Gunn, Coordinator




Mayor Paschal invited Exie Gunn, Wentworth’s new Coordinator for 





the National Day of Prayer, to address Council.



Mrs. Gunn thanked the Town Council members for their consideration of 



the Proclamation for the National Day of Prayer. She stated: “The theme 



this year is, America, Unite in Prayer. The theme is based on the verse of 



Scripture in 2 Chronicles 7:14, which states, ‘If my people who are called 



by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 



from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive 



their sin and will heal their land.’  ”



“This Thursday, May 3rd, is the official National Day of Prayer and I want 



to invite everyone to join me here at the Armory at 12:00 noon for a time 



of prayer for our churches, our government, our families, our educators, 



our military, and the media.”





Mrs. Gunn, in closing, read the “207th Prayer for Our Nation,” written by 




Dr. Charles Swindoll.




Councilman Hendren made a motion, “To approve the National Day of 



Prayer Proclamation.” Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. 



There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VII.
New Business – Continued




E.  Request for Speed Limit Change from NC 65/NC 87 Intersection, 



     North on NC 87 to Town Limits (Folk Hill Road) From 55 mph to 



     45 mph



Mayor Paschal advised, “We put in a request once before for a section of 



the highway around the school, and this is taking it further down the 



highway. There are a lot of folks who fly down through there, and you 



can’t walk to your mailbox anymore without almost being run over. I 



realize that several tickets would have to be written before people would 



pay attention to a new speed limit, but I feel it needs to be done.”
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Mayor Paschal continued, “My family crosses that road all the time and I 



was standing out there one day when someone ran off the road right in 



front of me and I had no where to go, but luckily he kept control of the car 


and didn’t hit me.”




The Mayor said he did not know if NCDOT would grant the new speed 



limit or not, but that he would appreciate Council’s consideration of the 



request.



Councilman Aswell made a motion, “To petition the State to change the 



speed limit from 55 to 45 in that section.”



Councilman Hendren asked, “Starting at the top of Folk Hill?”




Mayor Paschal replied, “Starting at the intersection of NC 65/87 out here, 


all the way to…the Town limits (NC 87 North).”




Planning Board Member, William Totten, who was present for the 



meeting, interjected comments concerning the speed limit change. He said 



he believes it is a good idea but said it may not slow anyone down without 


the presence of law enforcement. He also mentioned that he has seen 



motorists passing in the school zones.



Councilman Hendren suggested having, “…one of the stationary speed 



detectors that flash your speed limit as you’re approaching…that would 



probably help in the beginning, along with Clarence (Deputy Cheshire) 



monitoring through there.”




Mayor Paschal mentioned that the Town purchased a couple of radar 



guns for the Sheriff’s Department and said, “…they will probably be 



glad to help us out.”



Mayor Paschal asked for any further discussion. Councilwoman 




Powell said, “I think it’s too slow. When you leave my house to go to 



Eden, it will take half a day going 45 miles per hour.”



Mayor Paschal told Councilwoman Powell she could vote against it, and 



asked her if she thought she should petition to get the speed limit raised in 



front of her house. Councilwoman Powell replied, “It’s 25 miles per hour 



now and you still can’t get across the road. That’s what I’m saying. No 




one is going to go the speed limit and no one is going to enforce it.”
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There was no further discussion and Mayor Paschal noted the motion and 


second, and called for a vote.




The vote was four (4) in favor of changing the speed limit and one (1) 



opposed. The motion carried.
Article VIII.
Public Comments



Mayor Paschal advised that no one signed the Speaker Register for 



“Public Comments.



The Mayor also noted that he would like to move on to the  




announcements due to the need for Council to “…move into Closed 



Session after a brief recess.”
Article IX.
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

· The Town of Wentworth Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, 

May 15, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room at the 
National Guard Armory.
· The next Town Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 5, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room at the National Guard Armory. 
Mayor Paschal thanked everyone for coming and made a motion that, “Council go into closed session according to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) to discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of business in the Town of Wentworth, after a five-minute recess.”
After the five-minute recess, Council moved to Closed Session. At the end of the Closed Session, Councilman Aswell made a motion, “to move into Open Session.” Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. All voted in favor.
Article VIII.
A D J O U R N


After Council convened in Open Session, Mayor Paschal made a 

motion, “That we adjourn.” Councilman Hendren seconded the 

motion, and the meeting adjourned.
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Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





               Brenda Ward, Town Clerk



    Approved By: ______________________________






                           Dennis Paschal, Mayor  
