TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

March 6, 2007
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, March 6, 2007, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, Councilman Robert Aswell, and Councilwoman Iris Powell.
Council members absent:
Councilman Nathan Hendren
A quorum was present. 

Staff Present:
Brenda Ward, Town Clerk / Fred Baggett, Town Attorney /

Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer

Article I.
Mayor Dennis Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Councilwoman Iris Powell gave the Invocation.
Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda

 A.  Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal asked if there were any additions to the March Agenda. There were none. Brenda Ward, Town Clerk, noted that those who signed the Speaker Register are “presenters” for the agenda items.

Mayor Paschal made the following motion: “That we approve the Agenda as presented.” Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for February 6, 2007
Mayor Paschal asked for corrections or changes to the February 6th Town Council Meeting Minutes. There were none.
Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner made a motion, “The minutes be approved as written.” Councilman Robert Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article V.
PUBLIC HEARING


A. Rezoning Case # W2007-001
 

     Consideration of Request to Rezone from Residential Agricultural to 


     Residential Protected – Conditional Use, for a 4-Lot Minor 



     Subdivision. The property is located on NC 87 near Roach Road and 


     identified as part of Tax PIN 7977-00-63-4759.



     Applicant: David Carter



Mayor Paschal called the Public Hearing to order and asked Frankie 


Legaux to present the case for Council.
Ms. Legaux advised Council that the parcel Mr. Carter wishes to rezone is 
approximately 5.93 acres. She reviewed Planning Staff Recommendations:

“Staff concludes that the necessary materials have been submitted for the 

application to be complete. We want to note that this is part of a seven-lot 

subdivision. Four lots are in your zoning district and three lots are in the 

County’s zoning district. The County has already approved that rezoning. 
It has gone through our Planning Board and through our commissioners. 
So, he has been approved for the three lots, which back up to the lots you 
are looking at on (NC) 87. They are actually accessed from Roach Road, 
so that 
has already been approved.”
Ms. Legaux continued, “The property is in the Dan River-Eden 
Watershed which requires a minimum lot size of 30,000 square feet. The 
proposed subdivision has a gross density of one unit per 1.48 acres.”

“Based on the Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinances and Land Use 
Plan, Staff recommends approval of Rezoning Case W2007-001 from 
Residential Agricultural to Residential Protected-Conditional Use with the 
following conditions:

 1) All development shall proceed in accordance with the site plan and 

      any changes will require a Site Plan Amendment.

 2) All required permits shall be applied for, obtained, and complied with 

      by the Applicant.

 3) The Applicant must apply for and receive an erosion control plan 

      permit from NCDENR BEFORE any grading or construction over 
      one (1) acre begins.
 4) The Applicant shall use Best Management Practices for grading and 
 
      erosion control for all graded areas as shown in either the USDA-
      Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office Technical Guide 
     or the NC Erosion and Sediment Control Planning and Design 

     Manual.”
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Ms. LeGaux concluded, “Your Planning Board has also recommended approval of this case, and I will be happy to field any questions you may have…our Applicant is here and I’m sure he will be glad to answer any questions you may have.”
Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had any questions for Ms. Legaux or Mr. Carter. There were no questions.

The Mayor made a motion, “That we concur with Staff and approve this request and adopt the statements presented as required by NCGS 160A-382(b) and 160A-383.”

(Note: Refer to Attachment A - Town Council’s Analysis and Statement, which explains how the zoning amendment is consistent with the Town of Wentworth Land Use Plan.)

Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Paschal thanked Ms. Legaux and closed the Public Hearing.

Article VI.
Old Business


A. Consideration of Supplemental Insurance for Town Board / 


     Employees (Michael Johnson, AFLAC)



Mayor Paschal asked Mr. Michael Johnson to address Council 


regarding the disability insurance under consideration for Town 


employees.



Mr. Johnson apologized for his voice and asked if his assistant, Kristina 


Fowler, could address Council regarding the insurance.



Ms. Fowler asked council if they had any questions about the information


in their packets. (AFLAC provided a comparison of their disability 


policy with the current policies the Town has on both employees.)



Councilwoman Powell commented, “Yes, it was pretty much self-



explanatory, if you just read it.”



Ms. Fowler replied, “I think we made a pretty good case as to why you 


would be better off to make the switch.”



Mayor Paschal said, “We asked you to compare apples to apples and you 


have done that, and I also asked if you had some information about your 


other products…”
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Ms. Fowler said, “Yes, we brought some additional information…you had 
asked about the life insurance.”
“So, Council members would be eligible for that, also?” asked Mayor Paschal. Ms. Fowler confirmed that Council is eligible for any of the products.
Councilwoman Powell made a motion, “That we go with this insurance 
plan.” Mayor Paschal seconded the motion and asked for discussion.
Councilman Aswell asked, “Are Brenda and Yvonne satisfied with it?”

Mrs. Ward replied, “I definitely think it’s a better plan than the other one 
and not that much more (in cost) …” Ms. Russell commented, “It has a 
shorter waiting period.”

There was no additional discussion and the Mayor asked for a vote. All 
voted in favor and the motion carried. Mayor Paschal thanked Mr. 
Johnson and Ms. Fowler for coming.
Mrs. Ward asked Mayor Paschal if he wanted the AFLAC representatives 
to discuss life insurance with the Board. He replied that he would look 
over the information and have Mr. Johnson and Ms. Fowler come back 
when/if Council decided to consider it.

Article VII.
New Business

A. Town of Wentworth Central Business District – Review and 
     Update on Public Work Session / Hanna Cockburn, PTCOG
The Town Administrator explained that Ms. Cockburn was ill and 
unable to attend the Council Meeting. She added, “Basically, she needs to 
know if Council wants to proceed with this 
(CBD Design), to the point of 
going ahead and scheduling the Public Hearing…if you’re satisfied with 
the proposed plan. If you decide to go that route and it is approved, Hanna 
will contact the State about the  watershed requirements.”
Mrs. Ward added, “This has been presented several times to both the 
Planning Board and Council. We had a public workshop and passed out 
survey forms, but only a few of them have been turned in.”
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Mrs. Ward passed out a copy of the survey to Council members.

Mayor Paschal questioned the CBD area noted on the map, asking, “Does 
this area include all the property owners from Peach Tree down to that 
first house on Peachtree and then all the way back over to the 
Courthouse?”

Ms. Ward, replied, “That’s what it looks like to me, but since this is an 
overlay, I can’t say for sure. There are several pieces of property in 
there…three or four pieces. We had an actual map at one of the meetings, 
showing who the property owners are, but I don’t have that with me.”

Councilwoman Powell asked, “When are they going to do all this, and 
change the highway…they are supposed to look at making Peach Tree 
intersect with High School road.”

Mayor Paschal replied, “I don’t know when they will make any changes 
to the highway, but Robert (Councilman Aswell) talked to D.O.T. 
(Department of Transportation) about it last week.”

Councilman Aswell said he spoke with the Division Engineer who said 
he would, “take a look at it as he went by. He seemed to think they could 
come up with the funds to do it. I think they will probably go ahead and do 
a survey on it.”
Councilwoman Powell said, “I guess they can’t do it if the house is in the 
way, can they?” Mayor Paschal said, “We have told them we would let 
them have the necessary land to do the intersection. The house can be 
moved.”

Councilwoman Powell said, “I think we should fix the highway first 
before we do all this other.”

Mayor Paschal explained, “We’re not going to do this in here (CBD 
area), all we’re going to do is add it to our comprehensive Land Use Plan, 
and if it changes, that’s what it needs to change to.”



“I know that,” Councilwoman Powell said, “But I’m talking about until 
we can do the town hall and all of that.”

Councilman Aswell added, “That was one thing I wanted them to do is 
get the survey on the ground, where we can see where we need to be.”

Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

March 6, 2007

Page 6

Mayor Paschal said, “We would drop back far enough, if we were going 
to build the Town Hall…back far enough off the road to where they 
wouldn’t affect us. Because even if they four-lane through there, it 
wouldn’t take but another 20 feet from our side, because they would have 
to split it some on both sides.”
“They are showing that traffic circle here (CBD Concept Map), which 
may or may not fly,” Mayor Paschal added.

Councilwoman Powell asked, “Are they going to do a four-lane or just a 
turning lane?” 
“I would say, probably, just a turning lane,” replied Councilman Aswell.



Mayor Paschal mentioned that the four lanes were discussed with 



Representative Nelson Cole, and that, “He came up with a pretty high 


figure for our share, so we didn’t follow up on it.”


Mayor Paschal added, “I think what’s going to happen, is that once 


NCDMV opens and traffic backs up from the high school all the way 


down to Red Rooster and people can’t turn in there (NCDMV Office), 


Nelson (Representative Cole) will find some funds at that point in time.”


“And they’re going to have a bigger problem when they put the 



courthouse up here,” said Councilwoman Powell.

Bringing the discussion back to the Central Business District Concept, Mrs. Ward asked Council if they wanted to go ahead and schedule the Public Hearing. She reminded Council that Mrs. Cockburn is under contract to continue with ordinance work as needed after approval 


of the CBD design concept.


Councilwoman Conner asked, “Did she (Mrs. Cockburn) have a date in 



mind?”


Mrs. Ward replied, “Well, naturally, she would like to move on with it as 


quickly as possible, to fulfill her contract, but it depends on how you feel 


about the plan and whether or not it is what you want to do.”



Mayor Paschal commented, “I don’t know what dates to set for the 


Public Hearing. She may have some dates that she can do it and some 


dates that she can’t.”
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Mrs. Ward replied, “She probably assumes that we would do it on a 

regular Council Meeting night, and she knows that we meet the first 
Tuesday.

“So you don’t think she needs any wiggle room at all,” Mayor Paschal 
asked.

“Well, either April or May, I guess. Whatever y’all are comfortable with,” 
replied Mrs. Ward.

Mayor Paschal asked Council if they had a preference of April or May 
for the Public Hearing. Mayor Pro Tem Conner said, “I say go ahead 
with it. We’ve been working on it long enough.”

Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we set a public hearing for the next 
Town Council Meeting, April 3rd, for the Central Business District 
Concept, and let Hanna Cockburn know.”
Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. There was no additional 
discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Councilwoman Powell asked again, about the traffic circle, and the “road 
that Tom Robinson (County Manager) was talking about coming straight 
across to the courthouse.”

Mayor Paschal replied, “All that depends on D.O.T. even agreeing to 
have the circle…that’s just a concept…it may not happen like that.”

Councilwoman Powell said, “I was just thinking that if they do that, there 
are some businesses there they would have to tear down.”

“I don’t think, with the amount of traffic there, that they would do that,”

replied Councilman Aswell.

Mrs. Ward reminded Council that according to transportation studies, as reported by Mrs. Cockburn, they have determined that traffic circles are supposed to be safer if they’re big enough. “But you’re right,” she said, “It would require a lot of land.”
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Article VII. 
New Business – Continued


B. Consideration of “Revision of Contract Regarding the Conduct of 


     Municipal Elections”—Town of Wentworth and Rockingham 


     County Board of Elections.



Mayor Paschal referred Council to a copy of the contract with the 




Rockingham County Board of Elections—“A new contract for our 




municipal elections.”



Mayor Paschal asked the Clerk how often the town gets a new contract.




Mrs. Ward said, “Not very often, but actually, this is the first major 



increase in fees since 1999, and with their calculations, it’s about a 




$500.00 increase.”



Councilwoman Powell said, “We don’t have a choice if we want to have 



an election, do we?” Mayor Paschal replied, “Not unless we plan to come 


up with our own Board of Elections and all that, and then we will have 



to build a Town Hall for sure.”




Councilman Aswell made a motion, “That we approve it.” 




Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 



All voted in favor and the motion carried.




C. Approval of Updated Resolution in Support of an Amendment to 



     the Town of Wentworth Charter, Specifying a Cap on Property 



     Tax Rate



Mayor Paschal explained that Council, “…passed this back in July of 



’06. At the time, when I made the motion, I said for them (Senator Berger 



& Representative Cole) to get it in that year or the next, however they 



could work it out. But he (Senator Berger) now says he needs a new 



Resolution, so I guess we just need to…”




Mrs. Ward said, “It was too late to introduce this (last year), so Senator 



Berger is asking for another Resolution to make sure everyone is on board 



with it. I guess he knows that someone could have changed their mind or 



there could be new people on the Board.”




Town Attorney, Fred Baggett, added, “March 20th is the House deadline 



and he (Senator Berger) has already met his Senate deadline. But he won’t 


proceed unless he receives this Resolution.”
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Councilwoman Powell said, “Let’s don’t have it.”




Mayor Paschal said, “You voted against it last time, Iris, you can vote 



against it again.” 



The Mayor asked, “Should we wait until Nathan (Councilman Hendren) 



is back…until the next meeting? He supported it.”



Mr. Baggett replied, “You can wait. I would communicate to Senator 



Berger and explain why you’re waiting…to let him know that the 




sentiment of the majority of you hasn’t changed, but to be fair to Nathan, 



you wanted everyone here.”




Mayor Paschal asked Mr. Baggett, “Is that something you can convey to 




him?” Attorney Baggett said that he could do so.




Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we table the Resolution until April 



so Nathan can be back to vote on it, and also to let Senator Berger know 



that we wanted everyone that voted on it before, back here, before we 




voted on it again.”




The Mayor asked, “Will he have any trouble getting it into the House?”




“No.” said Attorney Baggett, “He’ll handle it.”



Mayor Paschal asked for a second to his motion. Councilman Aswell 



seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.



D. Consideration of Funding Requests:




     1. Rockingham County High School – SADD (Students Against 




         Destructive Decisions) / Jeff Strader, RCHS



Mayor Paschal advised, “We have Jeff Strader here with us tonight. 




He’s the SRO at Rockingham County High School, and Colby Meador 




is with him also.” The Mayor thanked them for coming and invited them 



to address Council.”



Mr. Meador told Council that he is, “President of the SADD club at 



Rockingham,” and that he would like to thank the Town Council for 



their support in the past. He added, “We had the biggest turn-out last year 



(Prom Breakfast) that we have ever had. There were about 400. We would 


really appreciate your support again this year.”

Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

March 6, 2007

Page  10




Deputy Strader echoed Colby Meador’s words of thanks for past support. 


He added, “We hope you can consider us again this year. It probably 



won’t be as smooth this year since Janet Rakestraw, who has been there 



forever…retired on us, so we are struggling to get things lined up and do it 


like we’re supposed to…but she has promised that she will help.”




“We would also like to present each of you with a T-Shirt. This is what 



your money helped pay for. All the students who attend Prom Breakfast 



receive one, and we would like for you and the staff to have one. Again, 



we appreciate everything you do for us.”




The Mayor and Council thanked Deputy Strader, who invited everyone to 



attend the Prom Breakfast and help serve the students.




Mayor Paschal noted that the Funding Request in Council’s packets is for




the amount of $3,000.00. Mayor Pro Tem Conner made a motion, “That 



we approve the three thousand.” 



Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 



All voted in favor and the motion carried.



D. Consideration of Funding Requests:



     2. Wentworth Volunteer Fire Department




Mayor Paschal invited Wentworth Volunteer Fire Chief, Lee Bedell, to 



address Council.




Chief Bedell advised, “The Mayor gave me an assignment at the last 



council meeting, to put together something on what we can do to help 



lower the ratings. I gave the Clerk some information for your packets to 



help you understand…two critical things the Fire Department really 



needs.”




Chief Bedell referred Council to Page 2, noting, “Credit For Ladder 



Service (Item 549). It says actual credit equals 0.39%. The maximum 



credit you could get if the Fire Department had an aerial device is 5 points 



and we didn’t quite hardly get a whole percent.” He said the Inspector 



tried to “…squeeze as many points out as he could.”
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Chief Bedell said that for the Fire Department to get maximum credit and 



reduce the grade (rating) more, “It is going to have to have that ladder 



company.” 




He referenced the other items on the report, noting again that the Inspector 


helped them as much as he could. Moving to the next page of the report, 



Chief Bedell advised the Mayor, “I have heard nothing from Dan River 



(Water) on the tank…I don’t know if they need a jump-start or what…it 



might pay for you to follow up.”




(Note: Memo from Town Administrator is attached hereto as part of these Minutes—



Attachment B—reflecting a follow-up call to Dan River Water concerning the status of 



the water tank.)




Chief Bedell pointed out, “If you will look at Water Supply, you will see 



that we only received a grade of 6.43% out of a maximum of 35%.” He 



added, “If the Town of Wentworth had a super, duper water system…all 



the firemen could just about be retired. On the way they (inspectors) 



grade, the water system is the main thing.” 



The Chief said they took into consideration the “entire fire district when 



they did the rating, so that the entire district could get the (insurance) 



rating and not just the people near a water main.” He added, “The Board 



and myself feel like everyone has helped fund the fire department, not just 



the people near a water main.”

 


As he referred Council to the Hydrant Flow Data Summary sheet, Chief 



Bedell 
advised, “This is what we were graded on. There are several 



commercial properties, but the ones we were hit the worst with, were 



county-owned 
properties. Number one was Rockingham County High 



School. The State estimated a needed flow of 4500 gallons per minute. 



There is no water around the high school now. Hopefully, when the tank is 


up, we can persuade Dan River to put a hydrant there in the parking lot. 



The way they grade us, that would require 45 trucks coming to the high 



school continuously (with water to put out a fire).”




Mayor Paschal asked about the reference to, “# 29 Ashley Loop Road.” 



Chief Bedell said the property on Ashley Loop Road is the Mount 




Herman Baptist Church. He advised that there are two fire hydrants near 



the church, but said, “The 450 gallons per minute of water wouldn’t hardly 


feed those 1250 engines we have, but, that’s 1250 gallons of water that we 


wouldn’t have to haul.”
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Chief Bedell continued, “The 300 at the high school is three trucks 



carrying water. The State figures that one tanker is equal to a hundred 



gallons a minute, whether it’s a 1250-gallon 
truck or a 1500 gallon truck. 



They figure on driving 35mph for so many miles between water tanks, and 


that’s the best we can do, is 300. That’s why I said in the beginning, water 



is a real key issue in the rating.”



Mayor Paschal asked, “How much is the water tower going to raise those 



figures as far as availability.”




Chief Bedell said he could not answer for sure but that he would send his 



men out to recheck the hydrants once the water tank is up. “The hydrant at 


Shreve’s Garage does not qualify and the hydrant at the Fire Department 



does not qualify,” he said. 



“Dan River tells the Inspectors they have 20 pounds…no, it’s 12 pounds at 


the fire hydrant at the Fire Department. At the jail annex, that fire hydrant 



does not qualify. That’s why I told the County Manager, Tom Robinson, 



he shouldn’t build that court house because there’s no water there,” said 



Chief Bedell.



Councilwoman Powell asked, “Is there still a hydrant at the (old) 




courthouse?”




Councilman Aswell and Chief Bedell agreed that there is still a hydrant 



at the courthouse. Chief Bedell said, “That hydrant is on a dead-end line 



and is about 300-400 gallons per minute.”




Chief Bedell told Council that the Inspector will come back and grade the 



water if he, “could gradually see an improvement on the water.”




The Chief advised also that the hydrant at the Governmental Center failed 



the inspection. He said he had to explain to the Inspector that he would 



“haul water from the lake out here.”



Chief Bedell said there are some key things the Board has worked on—



one is pre-fire planning. He said he has a part-time staff during the day 



that can go out (during the day) to do pre-fire plans. 
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The Chief said he would like to thank the Town Clerk for sending the Fire 


Department information regarding some breathing equipment for sale by 



the City of Conover Fire Department. Chief Bedell said, “It saved the Fire 


Department almost $90,000. Our equipment was aging out and we didn’t 



get a grant we applied for, so we went up to Conover and bought $120,000 


worth of air packs for $11,000. The Board extends their appreciation for 



helping us on that.”



Mrs. Ward said she obtained the information from the UNC School of 



Government ListServ, “…which is a great resource for the counties and 



municipalities in North Carolina.”



Chief Bedell referenced the Town’s plans for a Central Business District, 



saying he has already received phone calls from two different individuals 



asking about the fire rating—“…guys interested in developing.”




“My job, and my staff’s,” said Chief Bedell, “is to make Wentworth the 



safest place it can be. You want the people, everybody who comes to 



Wentworth, to feel they can be safe. It’s going to happen, it’s going to 



boom fast here in Wentworth, and I just want to make sure the Fire 



Department is up to speed on it.”




Chief Bedell added, “I know, Mayor, that it’s a big request…we have 



talked about it, and the Fire Department needs an aerial device. We had to 



have a third engine and we have already purchased it, but we had a truck 



that was aging out, so we replaced it. We’re going to take the older truck 



and put it into reserve status, because it still hauls water fine, it just 



doesn’t have a big pump.”




“What has happened,” Chief Bedell said, “is, County Government has 



grown and with a forty million dollar courthouse, we know they’re not 



taking away any (buildings), they’re adding to, and it falls back on the Fire 


Department (for fire protection).”



Chief Bedell continued, “What I am asking…and I have been in contact 



with several different fire suppliers, and I want to explain…these trucks 



are expensive. I can’t see (the Town) affording a new one at $850,000. A 



refurbished is about $500,000. I talked to a supplier who said he thought 



we could probably get one for $200,000. That’s a rough estimate. It could 



be less.”
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Mayor Paschal asked, “The used truck…is he looking for one with 



a certain number of miles or hours…?”



Chief Bedell said the truck would be about ten years old. He said, “Back 



in the early 70’s you used to have to rotate trucks out every so many years, 


but now they have done away with that plan. As long as it will pass the 



service test and it’s safe, you can run it from now on. But these trucks he 



(supplier) is looking at…some municipalities will run them for ten years 



and some of them run pretty good and some of them don’t. They may 



run them for five years or maybe ten years.”




Chief Bedell said, “This truck would not have to run very far…from here 



to the courthouse…”




Mayor Paschal asked, “If one of the other schools in the county caught 



fire, like at Bethany…they have a two-story building, y’all would offer 



mutual assistance…”




Chief Bedell replied, “Yes. The people in the county are well protected. 



When you have a fire in the county, not the town but in the county, you 



get three fire stations (answering the call)—the one where you live, plus 



you get a truck from the other fire stations, and we do the same thing.” 



“Does that include a tanker?” asked Mayor Paschal. “Yes,” replied Chief 




Bedell, “and if the old (Bethany) school needed a truck, we would send 



it.”



Mayor Paschal asked Chief Bedell about the date of funds needed—July 



1.  The Town Clerk said she asked the Chief to, “…make it July 1st so 



that whatever Council decides to do, it would be included in the new 



budget 
year.” She added, “It may be something you want to discuss during 


the budget work session tonight.”




Mayor Paschal said, “That would give us a little time to talk to the 



County, too, because there are county buildings out there, but I’m not sure 



with their budget they would even consider it.”
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The Mayor said, “I think this is something we need to look at real hard.” 



He asked the Clerk and Finance Officer if they had any idea, “What kind 



of fund balance the Town will end up with this year?” 




Ms. Russell said she wasn’t sure what the fund balance would be, 




explaining that she recently issued a sizable check for road paving, that is 



not included in her report. 




The Mayor said he was thinking perhaps a portion of the requested funds 



could come from this year’s budget and part from the new budget year.




He asked Chief Bedell to let the Board have a chance to complete their 



budget work session and get back to him later on. He advised also that he 



would see if there is any interest on the County’s part in helping out.



Chief Bedell agreed, thanking Council and commenting, “I know it’s a 



big request, but I’m trying to get that extra point.”




Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we table the (Fire Department) 



funding request until the April Town Council Meeting.”




Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All 



voted in favor and the motion carried.




The Finance Officer advised the Mayor, “After looking over the Budget 



Vs Actual Report, it looks like we may end up with around a hundred 



thousand dollars (fund balance).”

Article VII.
New Business – Continued




E. Consideration of Committee for Celebration of Town of 




     Wentworth’s Ten-Year Anniversary (July 1, 2008)



Mayor Paschal asked Mayor Pro Tem Conner to discuss this item.




Mayor Pro Tem Conner said, “I would like for us to do some type of 



celebration.”




Councilwoman Powell said, “I can’t believe we’re ten years old.”

Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

March 6, 2007

Page  16




After discussion, Council decided to appoint a committee of five citizens 



in the town, to come up with some ideas for a ten-year celebration.




Councilwoman Powell suggested Mayor Pro Tem Conner chair the 



committee. Mayor Paschal said, “If you want someone from Council, I’ll 



help.” Mayor Pro Tem Conner said, “Two council members…let’s 



don’t word it that way…two council members, because we may not be 



here. We could say present council members.”



(Note: The mayor and mayor pro tem will be up for re-election this year.)



Mayor Paschal said he, “forgot about that.” 




The Town Clerk asked, “So y’all don’t have any names to present 




tonight?”




“No,” replied Mayor Pro Tem Conner, “but we’ll pick three from the 



Town of Wentworth to form the committee of five.”




Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we appoint Evelyn Conner as the 



Chairman of the Wentworth Ten-Year Celebration Committee and that she 


find the other four members to serve on the committee.”



The Town Clerk asked, “Is she going to select them herself or do you 



want her to bring this back to Council?”




The Mayor said he would add to his motion, “and bring them (names) 



back to Council for approval.”



Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. 




Mayor Pro Tem Conner said, “And Dennis will be the first to 




volunteer.” 




“I’ll volunteer,” said the Mayor.




There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VII.
New Business – Continued




F. Consideration of Proposals for Contract Work to Develop Special 



    Use Permit Text for Zoning Ordinance





Mayor Paschal referenced proposals from Ginger Booker (PTCOG), 



Judy Stalder and Lee Templeton. He asked the Town Administrator to 




present the information for Council.



Mrs. Ward explained that the Planning Board made some changes in the 



Table of Permitted Uses—Community Shopping—requiring Special Use 



Permits for some of them. She said the criteria for these permits must 




be developed. 



Mayor Paschal mentioned the memo in Council’s packets regarding a 



conversation with Harry Rakestraw, who called with some questions 



about the changes. He asked, “Is this something that will come before 



Council for approval, 
because I have some questions about a couple of 



them myself.”




Mrs. Ward and Town Attorney Baggett replied that the ordinance 



changes would come before Council for consideration as well. 




Mrs. Ward explained that since the Town’s contract with the County, “is 



in limbo,” and, “…their current staff does not have time to do this for us, 



the Mayor asked me to get some quotes so we could go ahead with this.”




She explained that the Planning Board had to table an applicant’s request 



for a straight rezoning, because they were in the process of reviewing the 



Table of Permitted Uses and getting the Special Use Permit text written.”



Mrs. Ward reviewed each of the three proposals (attached hereto as part 



of these minutes, Attachment C), as follows:



1) Judy Stalder – Estimated 16 hours billed at $75.00 per hour ($1200)




2) Lee Templeton – Would charge no more than $450 for the 

  




          task…estimated 14 hours @ $25.00/hour.




3) Ginger Booker – No charge for providing this information.




Mrs. Ward explained that the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments 



provides, “this kind of on-call assistance that does not require an extensive 


time commitment,” free of charge for members of the COG.
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Mayor Paschal commented, “It looks like that one is free. But she does 



know that you want it done before the Planning Board meeting, right?”




“Yes,” replied Mrs. Ward, “and she says she will have it done in time to 



go out in the Planning Board packets.”




Mrs. Ward added, “She will not be able to be present for the Planning 



Board meeting, but she said she would make some notes if she had any 



questions or concerns, or needed answers from the Planning Board about 



anything. Also, Frankie Legaux will be here for the meeting, as well.”




Mayor Paschal said, “If it’s free, I say let’s go with COG since that’s a 



service they can provide for us. I make a motion, ‘that we go with the



Piedmont Triad Council of Governments to develop the Special Use 



Permit 
Text for the Planning and Zoning Ordinance.’    ”




Mayor Pro Tem Conner seconded the motion. There was no further 



discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.




Regarding the Special Use Permit Text, Rockingham County Planner, 



Frankie Legaux, commented to Council, “As far as the text is concerned, 



this will be good because you will have the framework and if you see 



something that you want added or deleted, then you as well as the 




Planning Board can do so at that meeting. But you will at least have the 



framework to work from, which I think will be good.”




Mayor Paschal replied, “That sounds like that will work fine.”

Article VII.
New Business – Continued




G. FIVE MINUTE RECESS




Mayor Paschal advised that Council would be taking a five-minute 



recess prior to beginning the Budget Work Session. He noted that no one 



signed the Speaker Register for Public Comments*, and decided to 



make the announcements first in case anyone wanted to leave.

Article VIII. 
Public Comments – *(None, as noted above)
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Article IX.
ANNOUNCEMENTS




Mayor Paschal made the following announcements:

· The Town of Wentworth Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, March 20, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room at the National Guard Armory.
· The next Town Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 3rd, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room at the National Guard Armory.
Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That Council take a five-minute recess.” Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
Article VII.
New Business – Continued




H. Budget Work Session for 2007-2008 Fiscal Year Budget

Mayor Paschal reconvened the Council meeting for the Budget Work Session. Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer, provided Council with a budget work sheet and a Budget Vs Actual Report, as of 1/19/07.

The Finance Officer reminded Council that the State Sales and Use Tax is going to be reduced by 0.5% on July 1st, bringing it down to 4%, “which may mean a reduction in Sales and Use Tax income distribution.” As for other income receipts, there should be no big change in Utility Franchise Tax or Alcoholic Beverage Tax. Hopefully, interest income will at least hold the current level of return.
Budget discussion revealed no expectations for Capital Outlay expenditures, other than the $75,000 Council sets aside each year for road paving work.

Regarding Personnel expenses, a ten to fifteen percent increase in the cost of medical insurance for employees is anticipated; Council has approved a new disability policy, but premiums should remain about the same, with improved coverage. Council also discussed a five-percent increase in salaries.
The Public Safety line item may increase over last year, as Council considers a funding request from the Wentworth Volunteer Fire Department. It is also possible that this could be addressed in the current year’s budget. 
The Town Hall Capital Reserve Fund amount of $100,000/year will be included in the new budget, as well.
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Most all other aspects of the budget should remain about the same, except Planning and Zoning services, which may or may not remain under contract with Rockingham County. It is likely that the Town will have to pay a higher price for this service, depending on the County’s decision. The Council should know more about this before the next budget work session.

Article X.
A D J O U R N

After concluding the Budget Work Session, Mayor Paschal made a 

motion, “The meeting be adjourned.” Councilman Aswell seconded the 

motion. All voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned. 


Respectfully Submitted By: _________________________________




               Brenda Ward, Town Clerk



    Approved By: ______________________________






                           Dennis Paschal, Mayor  
