TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

M I N U T E S

January 3, 2006
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, January 3, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner, Councilwoman Iris Powell, Councilman Nathan Hendren, and Councilman Robert Aswell
A quorum was present. 

Staff Present:      Brenda Ward, Town Administrator / Town Clerk; James Dewey, Town      

 Attorney; Lee Templeton, Rockingham County Planning Department 
Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Dennis Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:  Councilman Nathan Hendren gave the Invocation.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda



A.  Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and noted that Wayne and Lyn Seymour signed up to address council concerning the discharging of firearms in a residential area. He advised, “Since we are going to have such a long meeting, we may want to let them speak at the beginning of the meeting, so I would like to make a motion, ‘To adopt the Agenda with the addition of Mr. and Mrs. Seymour.’  ” 
Mayor Pro Tem Evelyn Conner seconded the motion. There was no 

discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Mayor Paschal invited Lyn Seymour to the podium. Mrs. Seymour advised that she has lived in the area for 37 years, having moved into University Estates over 20 years ago. She commented that University Estates is a very populated area with lots of families and children. 
Mrs. Seymour said, “I have a neighbor who loves to shoot, sometimes with a semi-automatic handgun. When he starts shooting, my dogs jump in my lap. I am very concerned that there are children that could be hit.”

She mentioned that the neighbor’s land borders the Betsy-Jeff Penn 4-H Camp, adding, “There are children, livestock, and grownups at the camp all the time.” 
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Mrs. Seymour said she has called the Sheriff’s Department, who comes out and talks to the neighbor, “Who asks, ‘Am I breaking the law?’   ”

“Well, no, he is not,” said Mrs. Seymour, “because there is no city ordinance in the Town of Wentworth against discharging firearms. There is in Reidsville and there is in Eden, but not in Wentworth.”
She added, “I know there is a lot of hunting done in the county and I am 
not opposed to hunting, but I am opposed to shooting guns in a residential 
area where there are lots of people. I am asking you tonight, to please look 
into this. Please do something before someone gets killed. I don’t want to 
lose my dogs, I don’t want to lose my grandchild, I don’t want to lose my 
neighbor’s children. I would even like to keep my husband around a little 
bit longer. So, if you could, please do something about this because we are 
not the 
only ones who feel this way. We have other neighbors who are ready to come, too. But we thought we would come tonight and put this before the Council, and maybe you will include this on a future agenda and talk about it. Thank you.”

Mayor Paschal then acknowledged Mr. Seymour, who said, “We do 
have concerns about this, because I know, in the past, this individual was 
asked as a good faith gesture, “Please don’t do that because we have a lot 
of kids living here.” 

Mr. Seymour said the neighbor is not just shooting with a “22.” He said 

although he is not a firearms expert, he is sure the gun is a heavier caliber 

rifle, “…and with the rate of fire, it is apparently a semi-automatic pistol 
and fairly heavier caliber.”

“Like we said, at the 4-H Center, there are church groups, civic groups 
and something going on there practically all the time. It’s just not a good 
place to discharge firearms. To be honest with you, there is a bit of an 
attitude there…when the deputy came and said, ‘No you’re not breaking 
the law, but it’s not safe to blaze away this close to other dwellings’, then as soon as the officer left, he (neighbor) just had to cut loose and fire a couple more times just to show he could do it,” Mr. Seymour advised.

Mr. Seymour pointed out the large amount of rural area and semi-rural area in the Town, “…where this would not be a problem.” He continued, “But when you live in a neighborhood where, in any direction you look, there is an occupied dwelling, including the 4-H Camp, this is not a good area to just blaze away.”
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Mr. Seymour said there needs to be some distinction between a heavily

occupied area and one that’s not. He said, “We want you to take that into 

consideration. We have someone who may not be breaking the law but 

who is causing a great deal of concern for everyone who lives there 


(University Estates). Law enforcement has been very good in coming out 

and they are absolutely right—there is no ordinance that has been 

broken…but that is not even the issue here, so we really hope that you will 

take a serious look at this.”

Mayor Paschal asked, “In relationship to where the homes are, is this gentleman located inside of a number of homes or is he on the edge of the 4-H Center property? 
Mrs. Seymour replied: “From his front porch, he can see…about eight houses and then the 4-H Center is all the way behind it.”

Mayor: “What I’m getting at is, does he have a safe place to shoot?”  
“No.” replied Mr. & Mrs. Seymour.

The mayor recalled an incident where someone was target practicing on 
their own land with a high-powered rifle. He explained, “And we were 
dove hunting nearby and the round tracks were coming across to the dove 
field. We called the Sheriff and the Sheriff made them stop shooting 
because it was dangerous. He didn’t have a backstop and there were a 
lot of things going on.”  
Mrs. Seymour said, “And he doesn’t have any of that either, and I know a 
bullet can go a mile or two before it stops.” 

Mayor: “At the same time, as you said, there are a lot of hunters around 
here. I have neighbors I can walk out the door and within 30 seconds be in 
the neighbor’s house. And we set up and shoot skeet with the rifles and the 
backdrops.”
Mrs. Seymour: “But he’s not doing that.”  
Mayor: “Right, but I would have to look at it, if you can tell us where he lives or who it might be.”

Mr. Seymour pointed out the location on the Town’s Future Land Use 
Map. Mrs. Seymour said, “His name is David Jones on Cove Road. 
It goes down to a cul-de-sac and branches off.”
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“But like I said, he is surrounded by houses in a semi-circle all the way 
around. I know what you’re talking about…and in other places it wouldn’t 
be a problem because you’re firing into a backdrop, you’re firing where 
there are no dwellings. This is all so recent and the first time in 27 years 
we have had this to happen,” Mrs. Seymour said. “It’s just the nearness of 
the other dwellings that concerns us.”
Councilman Robert Aswell asked the mayor if perhaps Deputy Tony 
Walker, who lives in University Estates (also present for the Town 
Council meeting) may be aware of the problem and could comment on it.

Mayor Paschal asked Deputy Walker if he was familiar with the situation. Deputy Walker commented that he, too, has answered calls concerning this. He stated that Mr. Jones said he was shooting at squirrels with a 22 rifle, and that since there is no law being broken he could only caution him about it being a safety issue.
Mayor Paschal thanked Mr. and Mrs. Seymour for their comments and said he would “take a look at the area.”

Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for December 6, 2005.
Councilman Aswell made a motion, “The minutes be accepted as written.” Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the minutes were approved.
Article V.
P U B L I C   H E A R I N G S

A. Consideration of Adoption of Proposed Future Land Use Plan for 

      the Town of Wentworth




      - Hanna Cockburn, Senior Planner, Piedmont Triad Council of 




        Governments



Mayor Paschal called the Public Hearing to order and invited Hanna 


Cockburn, Senior Planner for the Piedmont Triad Council of 



Governments, to the podium.  

Mrs. Cockburn asked council members to join the audience so they, too, 
could view the Power Point Presentation she had prepared.


Mrs. Cockburn explained that PTCOG is under contract by the Town to 


assist in the development of a Future Land Use Plan. She said the purpose 


of her presentation was to give an overview of  “…what we’ve been up 


to…touch on some of the processes, plan highlights, go over the 



recommendations, show you the timeline, and then, of course, accept 



public comments in the Public Hearing. 
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Mrs. Cockburn continued: “The purpose of land use planning is multi-

faceted. It provides the community factual information, statistics about the area you live in, the people who live here, and all sorts of aspects of a developing community. It also provides you a snapshot of your community’s desires. It gives you a way of looking at what your community wants and needs, and being able to plan for those wants and needs over the course of say, the next thirty (30) years.”




Mrs. Cockburn said, “The plan will also be a guide for your decision 




making. The combination of policies listed in the document, along 




with the guidance of the Future Land Use Map that you see up here in 




front of you, provide the information that you need as you move forward 




in making those incremental decisions that really can have a major 




influence on what your community looks like, and how it functions on into 




the future. And then, of course, it gives you a jumping off place to create 




new ordinances and to update your ordinances and have new initiatives.”



Mrs. Cockburn talked about a three-step process that is employed at the 



Council of Governments when land-use planning is conducted. She 




explained, “We gather information, analyze it and provide it on maps, 



which are shown in the document. This includes things like demographics, 



existing land-use conditions, and key factors that impact growth, such as 



water and sewer availability, constraints such as the watershed 



requirements, those type of things.”



“We also identify community values, and we do this in a number of 




ways. We use a Citizens Committee—in your case it was the Citizens for 




Community Improvement (CCI) Committee. We also have public 




meetings. We have had two town-wide meetings—one in the spring, back 




in May, and then one in November, to make sure we were aligning the 




recommendations of the Plan with what the community wants and needs. 




And then we integrate those two things—the facts and the values—to get 




recommendations and come to general conclusions about the potential 




for growth.”



Mrs. Cockburn’s remaining Power Point slides reviewed each Chapter of 




the Plan (Power Point—Attachment 1;Future Land Use Plan—Attachment 2 are 




attached as  a  part of these minutes). 




One of the things pointed out by Mrs. Cockburn, is the need to adjust 




the high commuting rate in the Wentworth community. She said, “Almost 




72% of the folks who live in Wentworth do not work in Wentworth. They 




drive somewhere else, generally outside the county, to get to work 




everyday. That is a direct result of having a low business ratio compared 




to residential development.”
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Mrs. Cockburn continued, “What we discovered, as well, is that there is 




ample available land within your current town limits, which means that 



you have set your boundaries very well, you won’t need to talk about 



annexation in the near future in order to accommodate the planned growth 



in your area.”



She added, “We also discovered, which most of you already know, that 



there is a wealth of historic character in the Town of Wentworth and 



around the town, that really provides a unique set of characteristics that 



can guide future development…”




“There is a strong desire in the community to have more diversity rather 




than being a bedroom community. There is also a desire to focus on that 




small town atmosphere that is provided with a Main Street, and we looked 




at some recommendations related to the Courthouse Square area for that 




purpose.”



“So, as I mentioned, we do go through a pretty lengthy process of public 




involvement. The committee work sessions started last year at this time 




and were held each month. We did joint sessions with the Planning Board 




and Town Council and then had town-wide meetings.”




Mrs. Cockburn reviewed the “Vision Statement” adopted by the CCI 




Committee, pointing out key phrases: 

· A safe and attractive community

· Preserve rural setting—ample farmland and open space
· Walkable compact community

· Range of uses—residential, commercial and institutional

· Reuse of Historic Structures

· Provide new street connectivity and pedestrian facilities

· Community (Park) complex to provide opportunities for citizen interaction and recreation




Mrs. Cockburn advised, “Of the top issues that came out of the first 




community meeting back in May—traffic, traffic, traffic, was the number 




one thing that far outweighed all the others identified by community 




participants.”




She noted the other issues as well (See Attachments 1 & 2).
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The issues and community meetings, according to Mrs. Cockburn, 



substantiated the strong sense of community identity in the Town of 



Wentworth. 

She added, “Having an aesthetically pleasing community so that as you 

move through your Town, in and out…as guests and visitors come 

through, they will say, ‘That is a neat place. I would like to come back.’  ”

Mrs. Cockburn talked about the Recommendations of the Future Land 

Use Plan, broken down into three categories—Future Growth Scenario, 

which is a very brief description that goes along with the Future Land Use Map that has the Future Land Use Categories shown on it. She noted that there are a series of recommendations that fall into two categories—Principles and Strategies.
Mrs. Cockburn continued, “The Future Land Use Categories used by the CCI Committee, the Planning Board and Council to identify future growth areas on the Land Use Map, are as follow: 

· Rural  - Basically farmland, uses related to farming, very low density residential, related again to farming or farming operations

· Rural Residential – Homes on small tracts of land but still in a very rural setting…these are people who may have five or ten acres or a “hobby” farm, but don’t necessarily undertake farming as a major income producer or as a major part of their property’s operations.

· Residential – Subdivisions, primarily.
· Mixed Use – A catch-all—a way of providing you an opportunity to more finely put together things like residential, commercial, institutional uses, so that you are making compact areas where it is easy to park your car, get out and walk around to do two or three things at one time without having to get back in your car.

· Institutional – A category I’m sure you all understand very well with as many institutions that are housed here in Wentworth. This includes the Community College, the Government buildings, the high school, etc.

· Conservation District – Locations where there is something sensitive about the land that really prevents it from being an area to develop further. It could be a flood plain as shown on the map. It could be the location of an important species of animal or plant that is fairly rare to the county or state.

· Activity Centers - (Village – Community – Neighborhood) Mixed use areas. 
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- Village Center, which is the courthouse square area
- Community Activity Center, which is your emerging activity  

   center where the Town property and future Town Hall would be 
   located—this includes the area that would house the new court 

   house complex and new jail.
- Neighborhood Activity Centers which are in the outlying areas, 

  where you may want to see some sort of crossroads development 

  to service folks who are living on those fringe areas.”



Mrs. Cockburn continued, “These were the three guiding principles that 



we identified as we were doing the Future Land Use map. The idea of 



encouraging Activity Centers…that it is okay to have mixed uses 



together… that having residential near commercial operations makes 



sense.” 
“And the second principle is having better Connectivity. One way to


address those traffic concerns is to encourage new road development as 



development occurs.” 

“Finally,” Mrs. Cockburn said, “honoring your Heritage. Making sure 

that old historic properties are properly maintained and that new 

development reflects the historic heritage of your community.”
The Council was advised of four (4) ways to implement the ideas and 

suggestions of the Land Use Plan—(1) Policies; (2) Ordinances; (3) 

Programs; and (4) Projects.

She talked first about new policies, “…which are basically a reflection of 
agreements with other agencies, including NCDOT, the Sheriff’s 
Department, the City of Eden and Dan River Water, to insure that the 
future expectations of your community are being met, as far as the types of 
services that are needed for continued growth in the community.”
Regarding ordinances, Mrs. Cockburn explained, “These are, in some 

cases, ordinances that already exist but may need to be reviewed to make 

sure they really say what we need them to say. Or, you may need new 

ordinances to insure that future development occurs in a way that is 

pleasing to the community. This could include having access management 

requirements for new developments that will generate a high level of 

traffic. The new county court house comes to mind.”

Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2006

Page 9

“Having Appearance and Design standards for new development is something that may be required. Guidance about when you connect water and sewer ..what would generate a new connection to that, and then ways of encouraging mixed use development and mixed housing types.”
Mrs. Cockburn moved on to “Programs,” saying, “As you can see, the Town is going to be very busy and will need a number of new volunteers to staff all of these committees. Things like considering the future of agriculture in the Town of Wentworth; identifying recreational opportunities; having a program for Historic Preservation; an appearance committee. Those are the kinds of recommendations that came out of the (CCI) Committee’s conversations on Programs.”
She added, “Finally, there were what I would consider, ‘pilot” Projects that were identified by the Committee. These are short-term investments of time, money, and volunteer efforts to get something really off the ground. This would include creating a Greenway Plan, going forward and establishing a historic district down in the courthouse square area, including those properties that are already on the National Register.”

“As has already been mentioned, we need to review existing ordinances to make sure they are congruent with the Land Use Plan, set out an implementation strategy, planning what steps you want to take first. How long is it going to take, and what kind of resources might be required to undertake those.”

In reviewing the “time line,” she reminded Council that the document was reviewed by the Planning Board in December, 2005, and that a recommendation for approval was made to the Town Council. 
Mrs. Cockburn concluded, “We are here now in the Town Council meeting and Public Hearing, hoping for adoption (of the plan), but if you are not comfortable with that, we can talk about other options. If everything goes as planned, beginning in February, we would want to start reviewing preliminary ordinance revisions and doing some of the strategic planning, based on how much money remains on the Contract. This will guide how much work I can do, and if you want me to stop or totally zero out the contract, it is entirely up to you.”
“So now it is really your turn to ask questions. We want to make sure you have had plenty of time to review the materials and of course conduct the Public Hearing to consider additional comments before adopting the Plan,” said Mrs. Cockburn.
Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2006

Page 10

Councilwoman Powell asked Mrs. Cockburn if the “courthouse square” area she referred to is the old or new courthouse?

Mrs. Cockburn said she was meaning the “old” courthouse area, commenting, “This would be an opportunity to take advantage of the two-lane road, and make that area a Town Center where you would presumably be able to attract tourists and some development in the buildings that are already there. It is just a matter of getting the rest of the pieces there—providing sidewalks and curb and gutter from NCDOT to make it all gel and be a desirable place to come and spend time.”

Mayor Paschal noted that no one had signed up to speak regarding the Public Hearing for the Land Use Plan. There were no questions or discussion by Council, so the Mayor made a motion, “That we adopt the Comprehensive Land Use Plan as presented.”
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article V.
PUBLIC HEARING(S)…C O N T I N U E D …

B. Consideration of Revision to Town of Wentworth Planning and 
Zoning Ordinances (A request to adopt revisions for compliance with S L. 2005-418 (S.518) and S.L. 2005-426 (S.814), revised State of North Carolina Planning and Development Statutes.) 
· Chapter 1 Definitions

· Chapter 2 Zoning


- Article I



- Article III



- Article VII Sections 1, 2, and 4



- Article XII Sections 5, 6, 7, and 9



- Article XIII, Sections 4 and 7



- Article XV

· Chapter 3 Subdivisions

      


- Article II





- Article III





- Article IV, Sections 1, 2, and 6





- Article V





- Article VI, Sections 1 and 2. 
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Mayor Paschal invited Lee Templeton to address council, stating, “We are already in the Public Hearing if you want to go ahead with the ordinance revisions.”
Mrs. Templeton commented that she hoped council members had taken time to review the Planning Board Minutes provided by the Town Clerk, explaining, “I went into great detail about the changes for the Planning Board, and the minutes would be very helpful if you had time to look at them.”

Mrs. Templeton directed Council’s attention to the “Brief Summary of Key Provisions” in their packets, which she said, “highlights the main changes in the Senate Bill, which we must now incorporate into our ordinances.” 

She continued, “All the changes are rules changes from those two Senate bills that are now required by the State. Well, that is, except for some typographical errors I came across, several references to County instead of Town, and instances where corresponding General Statute numbers applicable to the Town needed to be inserted rather than those applicable to the County. All of this is now correct.”
Mrs. Templeton said the main change brought about by the Senate Bill is the requirement to bring all zoning amendments before the Planning Board for review and comment before it comes to Council. “We are already doing that,” she stated. 
Mrs. Templeton advised, “It also spells out the participation of Board members (Planning Board and Council) in voting for issues where they stand to gain financially from the outcome. You must excuse yourself from voting in those cases. However, if there is a case that involves someone you know well—next door neighbor or friend—and there is no financial gain to you, you cannot excuse yourself from voting just because you don’t want to be put in that position. You have to make the hard decisions. So the only way you cannot vote is if you have direct financial interest.”
In continuing her explanation of the required changes to the Zoning Ordinance for the Town, Mrs. Templeton added, “Site-specific conditions in zoning districts are limited to those in conformance to the Ordinance. Also, we now have to make a statement analyzing the reasonableness for all small-scale zoning. And we (Planning Staff) will do that for you.”
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She continued, “When we rezone properties, we rezone essentially one piece of property at a time. And those are considered small-scale rezonings. Now, the State is requiring a statement from Council explaining why this piece of property should be rezoned.  The reason is to make sure that these small-scale zonings, which could be spot zonings—where you have one piece of property you want to change to Community Shopping, but everything around it is Residential Agricultural or Residential Protected. They are wanting us to explain why it is legal spot-zoning and not illegal.” 

Mrs. Templeton said there are four (4) factors that must be stated to show how the zoning amendment is consistent with the adopted Land Use Plan and why it is a reasonable and a legal rezoning. She said the statement must address how the public interest is furthered by the change in zoning.
Continuing, Mrs. Templeton advised, “We do have a totally new concept in the State requirements, where citizens can do a Protest Petition that is not legal in the counties, but is legal in municipalities. If someone does not like a zoning recommendation of the Planning Board, they can, prior to the hearing by Council, do a Protest Petition. If they follow the rules that are included in this new text amendment…, they can bring that petition before you at the Public Hearing. If it is determined that the petition has been done correctly, this requires you to have a four out of five vote in favor of the rezoning as opposed to a 3 to2 vote. Instead of a simple-majority you have to have what we call a ‘supermajority’. It doesn’t matter if you approve or disapprove, you have to have the four to one majority.”
Councilman Hendren asked, “Is this (supermajority) required only if a Protest Petition is presented?” Mrs. Templeton acknowledged that this is correct and added, “There are some pretty strict rules someone has to follow in presenting the Protest Petition.” She mentioned that someone who lives 500 feet away cannot bring a Protest Petition. She referred council to Article XIII – Administrative and Legal Provisions, Item (j) for further details.
Councilwoman Powell asked, “Would this be like a historic district where someone may try to get it rezoned so they could put a manufactured home in there?”  Mrs. Templeton said, “Yes, let’s say that happened and you didn’t want that home there…if you follow the rules of the Protest Petition and bring it to Council, four out of the five of you would have to approve (or deny) this, rather than three as it used to be.
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Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked about the effective date of the new language, “for us.”  Mrs. Templeton explained that it is already State law, but that she assumes it would go into effect for the Town when and if Council approves it. 

Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked about the text that talks about subdividing land in violation of the Ordinance. Mrs. Templeton referred everyone to Article IV – Legal Provisions / Section 1. Application of Ordinance. 
She explained, “We have already been doing this. If you have a tract of land and you cut one small corner out, you have made a subdivision of land. It is not a subdivision like University Estates. It has gone from one lot to two lots, and this is saying that Chapter 3 is applicable whenever you cut out a lot from a piece of property. Not everything in Chapter 3 is going to apply if you only cut one lot out. But there are some things in Chapter 3 that apply when you cut one lot out and other things that apply when you cut sixty (60) lots out.”
Mrs. Templeton referred to Section 6 in Article IV, and said that the part about Building Permits being denied if a lot has been illegally subdivided, is new text.

She also referenced any decisions to approve or deny subdivision plats (by Technical Review Committee), saying, “We have to have in writing in our Ordinance every single requirement they have to follow, which we generally have; but, there are some things that have been unwritten that are required. Now, we cannot require those things unless they are written in the Ordinance.” She said that this applies more to developers.

Mrs. Templeton pointed out that some changes relate to the makeup of the boards and the different boards, alternate board members and what they are allowed to do, as well as conflicts of interest. 
She continued, “Currently, in the Ordinance, we have to say that “use” variances are strictly prohibited. And what that means is, if you have a lot that is zoned Community Shopping, but you want to put something there that is not allowed in Community Shopping, you cannot come before the board and apply for a Variance to allow you to do so. You haven’t been doing that anyway, but it is now specified that you cannot.”

Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2006

Page 14

Mrs. Templeton said the State is now saying that all Conditional Use Permits as well as Special Use Permits must be determined in a Quasi-Judicial hearing, with the findings of fact. She said the Town has been doing this with Special Use Permits, but Conditional Use Permits, the vast majority of which the Town’s rezonings have been, are no longer going to be allowed without making them quasi-judicial and having the four findings of fact.
She added, “Until now, when we have done a conditional use rezoning, we have done legislative rezoning where people can stand up here and say, “I don’t think we should allow a bar on this piece of property because of this and that. And you may or may not agree with them. But the person making the statements does not have to provide any facts and figures to back up what they say. They are just giving their opinion.”
Mrs. Templeton explained, “But if we continue with Conditional Use Permits we would have to require that person standing up here to have facts and figures supporting what they say. Opinions alone cannot be considered when you are considering a Special Use Permit or, in the future, a Conditional Use Permit.”

Mrs. Templeton said, “The County felt that they still wanted to be able to have the legislative rezoning which is much less complicated than the findings of fact. The way they wrote the changes into their Ordinance is the way I have written them for you. Everywhere the Ordinance said Conditional Use Permit, it was changed to say Conditional Use Rezoning or Conditional Use District, which is really what we’ve been doing. We would rezone this piece of property and it essentially would become a small little zoning district all of its own. If we continue to do it that way, then we can rezone properties with the legislative process and not have to do findings of fact.” 

“So,” Mrs. Templeton concluded, “you can continue the way we’ve been doing—legislatively, or use the findings of fact and call it Conditional Use Permit. If we go with the legislative rezoning, then we just go through the ordinance and mark out the word “permit,” and change it to rezoning. It would then read Conditional Use Rezoning and not Conditional Use Permit. 
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Mrs. Templeton said that the Planning Board recommended following the County’s lead and, “…stick with the legislative rezoning, as opposed to having the Quasi-Judicial process for the Conditional Use Rezonings as well as the Special Use Permits. 
There was some discussion on whether to go with the legislative process and change the Conditional Use Permit terminology or not.

Councilman Aswell made a motion “We adopt the revisions of the Town of Wentworth Planning Ordinance covered in Item B on the Agenda, as recommended by the Planning Board and mandated by the State.”
Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.


Article VI.
N E W   B U S I N E S S

A. Appointments to Town of Wentworth Planning Board
Mayor Paschal advised that Planning Board Chairman Steve Curry has recommended the appointment of Alternate member Kay Hammock to replace Robert Aswell, as a regular member of the Planning Board. He then made a motion, “That Kay Hammock be appointed to the Town of Wentworth Planning Board.” 
Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. 
In discussion, it was determined that according to the Policies For Boards and Committees Appointed By Council, Mrs. Hammock would serve the remainder of Robert Aswell’s term which expires December, 2007. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Paschal opened the floor for additional nominations of Alternate members.  Councilman Hendren nominated Judy Wall. Councilman Aswell nominated Jimmie Talley and Bob Perdue. There were no other nominations.
Mayor Paschal made a motion, “to appoint Judy Wall, Jimmie Talley and Bob Perdue as Alternates.” The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Conner. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Mayor Paschal noted the expired terms of Ken Hux and William Totten, advising, “Mr. Hux has agreed to continue serving if reappointed but we have not heard from Mr. Totten. 
Mayor Paschal made a motion, “To appoint Ken Hux to a four-year term on the Planning Board.”



Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All 




voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article VI.
NEW BUSINESS…C O N T I N U E D



B.  Appointment to Personnel Committee, Replacing James 


      Belcher



Mayor Paschal said he would be glad to serve on the Personnel 



Committee. Councilwoman Powell asked the mayor if he had time to do 


it. Mayor Paschal said, “It’s not that much involved in it…just whenever



something comes up.” 



Mayor Pro Tem Conner made a motion, “to appoint Mayor Paschal to 



the Personnel Committee replacing James Belcher.” Councilman 


Hendren seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.



C.  Funding Request from Rockingham County Sheriff’s Department 
                              for
Purchase of Bullet-Proof Vest 


                     - Deputy Tony Walker





Mayor Paschal invited Deputy Tony Walker to address council. 




Deputy Walker, assigned by the Sheriff’s Department to patrol the Town 



limits during day time hours, thanked the Mayor and Council and talked 
to them about the need for a new ballistic vest to be worn by him while on duty in the Town of Wentworth. He shared statistics about the number of law enforcement officers who have been killed with the use of firearms and how the bullet-proof vests have contributed to saving hundreds of law enforcement officers’ lives.




Deputy Walker said the expected cost of the vest is $650.00 and 




referenced the Funding Request that has been submitted for Council’s




consideration.




Mayor Pro Tem Conner said, “Without any question, I make a motion 




that we approve the funds for purchase of the vest.” 
Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2006

Page 17




Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 




All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VI.
NEW BUSINESS…C O N T I N U E D
D. Funding Request from Wentworth Volunteer Fire Department

         
            
      for Purchase of Two (2) Fire Hydrants for the Town of Wentworth



              - Lee Bedell, Chief




Mayor Paschal asked the Town Clerk to advise whether or not funds 



were budgeted for additional fire hydrants. Mrs. Ward referred Council to 



the Financial Report in their packets, specifically the Public Safety line 



item in the amount of $10,000. She explained that approximately $5,700 



has been billed to the Town for fire hydrants, but is not yet showing on the 



Financial Report. 



Mayor Paschal invited Chief Bedell to address Council.



Chief Bedell explained that the hurricanes and fuel costs “have caused  




everything else to go up in price.” He said the Fire Department has 




purchased four fire hydrants that have been installed—two in the town 




limits and two others in the fire district, and that Dan River Water would 




not bill the hydrants separately, which required him to break it down.



Chief Bedell said one hydrant was installed at Ashley Loop and 




Meador Lake Road and one at Cedar Lane and Lashley Lane. He said the 




fire hydrants are $2,852.40 each.




He said the last time they were quoted, the cost was only about $1,500, but 




that they have now gone up in price.



Chief Bedell said he would like to ask the Town to add two additional 



hydrants as soon as possible, because the Fire Department will be graded 




in February by the Department of Insurance. He said the Fire Department 




is trying to lower their fire rate, which will result in a savings for 




taxpayers in the fire district. The additional fire hydrants will help to that 




end.
Regarding the water pressure in the area, Chief Bedell said, “The system out here was great in 1968. It was designed by Farmers Home Administration. But with the growth that has occurred, and a current problem that has come up in the new building at the college, basically, some areas of the Town are running out of water, and it concerns me.”
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Chief Bedell continued, “Specifically, between the area that Mr. Rakestraw owns and that the Town owns (NC 87 South), back to where the new court house is to be built (NC 65), these fire hydrants do not even qualify under the ISO system. Minimum requirement is 250 gallons a minute at 20 pounds of pressure. That means it will flow 250 gallons a minute and have at least 20 pounds of pressure left on the hydrant. The fire hydrant at the Fire Department does not meet the criteria. The fire hydrant at the old Shreve’s Garage does not, and the fire hydrant at the old Jail Annex does not meet the requirements.”
Chief Bedell said, “We need more fire hydrants in these places, but I’m not requesting or asking for fire hydrants in this area because it is a waste of money until something is done about the system. I can put fire hydrants in University Estates, Ashley Loop, and Talley Road, and there is no problem. But the closer you get to the (existing) tank, the worse the problem is. I know the Town has tried on this (to get new elevated tank), and I have talked to the County and told them they are not going to have any water for a new courthouse unless something is done.”

Chief Bedell said he is aware the Town is talking with Dan River Water and that, “We’ve all been told ‘in another year’ (water tank), but I would like to know what year they are talking about. My inspection is coming on February 20th and the Fire Department is ready but we probably won’t get the best grade we could get. Our main objective at the Fire Department is to try to give some money back to the taxpayers who have given to us all these years. One way we can do that is through a reduction in your insurance premiums, but not until this water situation is addressed.”
Chief Bedell said he thinks the Town should look at getting some grant money to extend water lines to areas where there is none. He said, “Wells are fine but I cannot take a thousand-gallon-a-minute pump and stick it in a well and get enough water to put out a building fire.”

He said the Town and the County properties are the ones that will suffer for lack of water. He added that the Fire Department is no exception.




Chief Bedell added, “When you have children in three schools and it is 




your responsibility to keep them safe, it worries me.” 
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Mayor Paschal advised that he has sent a letter to Dan River Water, 




pressing for an answer about the water tank and problems in the area. He 




said they have responded and are tentatively planning to do a presentation 




at the February Council meeting.  The Mayor said that some County and 




College personnel may also attend.



Chief Bedell responded, “I hope that something is going to be done. A 
residence is not a big problem. With mutual aid, there is no problem, but if it’s the old school or the court house, it would be. We did a simulation on the old courthouse and to get close to a thousand gallons a minute, we used every tanker in this county and three out of Guilford. If that gives you an idea of how much water was being hauled on the road—from the college, the lake at the training center, off the Dan River System and all the way from Lynn’s Tire Barn (NC 87). So you can see how much equipment and manpower was tied up.”



Chief Bedell, getting back to the funding request, said he is concentrating 




on residential because, “…they’re the only ones paying any fire tax. Most 




everything out here is non-tax, so we want to put the hydrants where the 




taxpayers can benefit.”




Councilman Hendren asked, “These two hydrants are to be placed in the 



high-pressure areas?” Chief Bedell responded, “Yes, because I will not 



put one in this 
dead area, no. I will not do it. It’s a waste of time.”



Mayor Pro Tem Conner asked, “Are you saying that these two will go… 




one on Ashley Loop and one in University Estates?” Chief Bedell 




answered, “Those two are already in.” He explained further, “I have it 




mapped out and I would like to have one every 500 feet if I could. One 



will probably go in University Estates and I’m still looking at the map for 




the other one.




Mayor Paschal asked Chief Bedell if he is asking for two or four 




hydrants. Chief Bedell said he is asking for the $5,704.80 to pay for 




the two already installed, and is asking if the Town would consider paying 




for two more to be put in before February 20.



Mayor Paschal asked the Clerk if she would need to move some money 




and have Council approve it later. Mrs. Ward responded that the money 




is already budgeted for the Fire Department under Public Safety, but that 



there is also funding in the Miscellaneous line item. She said further 



approval is not necessary, “If we  note in the minutes that you want this 



amount moved from one line item to
another. It is all within the amount 



budgeted for Public Safety.”
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Mayor Paschal asked Chief Bedell if he thought the two additional 




hydrants would cost more than the others. Chief Bedell said it may be a 




good idea to assume so.



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “To transfer $3,000 from the 




Miscellaneous Public Safety line item to the “Fire Department” line 



item.” 
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no 




discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.




Mayor Paschal then made a motion, “To approve funding of the four 




hydrants, not to exceed $13,00.00.”  Councilman Hendren seconded the 




motion. There was no 
discussion. All voted in favor and the motion 




carried.

Article VI.
NEW BUSINESS…C O N T I N U E D
 


E.  Mid-Year Financial Report (FY 2005-2006)


    
              - Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer

Mayor Paschal referred Council to the Financial Report in their packets and asked if anyone wanted to comment or ask any questions. He asked Mrs. Ward if she wanted to point out anything. Mrs. Ward advised, “Yvonne (Finance Officer) has attached her notes to the Financial Report which should be self-explanatory for the line items that have been adjusted, but if you have a question, I’ll try to answer it.”

Councilman Hendren made a motion,“To accept the Financial Report.” Councilman Aswell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article VII.
PUBLIC COMMENT




Registered Speakers address Council at the beginning of the meeting.

Article VIII.
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

· The Wentworth Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, January 17, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.

· The regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will  be held on Tuesday, February 7, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall meeting room at the National Guard Armory.

Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2006

Page 21

Article IX.   
A D J O U R N


Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That the meeting be adjourned.”


Concilwoman Powell seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the 


motion carried.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





              Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
