TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

October 4, 2005
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall meeting room in the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, October 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Nathan Hendren
Council members absent:
Mayor Dennis Paschal
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call To Order

Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation: The invocation was given by Councilman Nathan Hendren.
Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda



A. Requests and Petitions of Citizens
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher noted that no one signed the Speaker Register.
Councilwoman Iris Powell made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. Councilwoman Evelyn Conner seconded the motion.  There was no discussion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Minutes for September 6, 2005


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked for review or discussion of the minutes. 

Councilwoman Evelyn Conner made a motion, “That we approve the minutes as written.” Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article V.
Resume Public Hearing – Action Tabled at September 6, 2005 Town Council Meeting for Continuance at the October 4th, 2005 Town Council Meeting, as follows:

A. Recommendation of Text Amendment Changes in the Town of Wentworth Subdivision/ Zoning Ordinance, Chapter I – Definitions – Class A and Class AA Manufactured Homes

- Ms. Lee Templeton
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Mayor Pro Tem Belcher announced, “At this time I would like to resume the public hearing from action tabled at the September 6 Town Council meeting…This is the recommendation of the text amendment changes in the Town of Wentworth Subdivision/ Zoning Ordinance, Chapter I – Definitions”.
Ms. Lee Templeton informed the Council that she had black type copies of the Ordinance changes if they would like one.  

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked Ms. Templeton if this contained the wording that Council had agreed upon at the August and September meetings.  Ms. Templeton verified that it did.  

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked Council if they had any questions for Ms. Templeton. There were no questions.
Councilman Nathan Hendren made a motion to “accept the amendment as written”.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher thanked Ms. Templeton for helping Council with this matter.
Article VI.
Old Business – There was no old business.
Article VII.
New Business 
A.
Appointment of Committee to Formulate Ideas/Plans 



for Town Hall
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher explained that Council would like this 
committee to formulate ideas and plans for a new Town Hall.  This committee would have to work closely with the architects in designing, not only for size and a meeting area, but also appearance.  For example, do we want to compliment the design of the existing fire department and future construction of the County facilities.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked Council for any suggestions for appointments and stated that he has spoken to Larry Terrell who has agreed to serve on the committee.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher stated that Councilwoman Iris Powell has spoken to Molly Vernon and Judy Wall both of whom have agreed to serve.  Councilman Nathan Hendren stated that he has spoken to several people with no luck.  
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Mayor Pro Tem Belcher stated that he has spoken to Beverly Wilcox and she has agreed to serve.  He also stated that the committee would need to consist of two Council members and asked for volunteers.  Councilwoman Iris Powell and Councilwoman Evelyn Conner volunteered.   Mayor Pro Tem Belcher stated, “If it comes about that the Council changes, of course we will have to change the committee such that we maintain only two Council members”.  Yvonne and Brenda will act as the main coordinators between the committee and the architects.  Councilwoman Evelyn Conner stated that she has asked Wayne Wilson to serve but has not gotten an answer.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher suggested tentatively adding Mr. Wilson to the list.  
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher informed Council, “At this time for your approval we have Molly Vernon, Judy Wall, Larry Terrell, Beverly Wilcox, Councilwoman Iris Powell, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner and Wayne Wilson”.  
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion, “to submit these names for the committee to formulate ideas and plans for the future Wentworth Town Hall.”  Nathan Hendren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.



B.
Funding Request ($2,500)




Rockingham County High School Students Against 




Destructive Decisions (SADD)

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher invited Ms. Janet Rakestraw and Miss Jenny Sharpe to address the Council.  Ms. Rakestraw updated Council on the success of last year’s Prom Promise breakfast held at Golden Corral, which was very successful with 211 students participating.  She commented on some of the programs they have created this year.  For example, at the last football game they had a BYOB (bring your own banana) party.  If the students brought their own banana, they received a banana split.  Ms. Rakestraw explained that they are always trying to change the negative things that are going on in schools today.  Jenny Sharpe, president of the SADD club, displayed a sample of the shirt that students received at last year’s breakfast.  Miss Sharpe then gave a brief speech detailing the 15th Annual Prom Promise to be sponsored by SADD in April 2006.  “The Prom Promise participants arrive at a local restaurant around Midnight after leaving their prom at Bryan Park in Greensboro.  They are provided a recreational environment that promotes healthy fun and wellness for the participants…The shirts are given to the students to remind them of their pledge and the fun time they had partying drug free.”  
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Ms. Rakestraw suggested coming up with a logo for the Town of Wentworth to be displayed on the shirts.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher suggested we put the Town seal on the shirt.  Ms. Rakestraw agreed that would work if they can have the shirts printed for the same price.  She will check on getting a quote with the Town seal added.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher thanked Ms. Rakestraw and Miss Sharpe for their presentation.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher reminded Council that the Town has supported this organization in the past and that Council had forecast a potential donation to SADD, therefore, funds are available in the budget. “The request before us is for $2,500.00.”  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said this amount would cover the cost of the shirts and the breakfast.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion to “approve the funding request for $2,500 for the Rockingham County High School Students Against Destructive Decisions for a safe and sober prom night.” 

Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

C.
Recommendation from Personnel Committee

Annual Performance Evaluation for Finance Officer/Deputy Clerk

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher announced that the last new business for the night is the recommendation from the personnel committee concerning the annual performance evaluation of the Finance Officer/Deputy Clerk, Mrs. Yvonne Russell.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher and Councilwoman Evelyn Conner met with Brenda Ward, Town Administrator, to go over the initial review.  The recommendation from the personnel committee is to increase Mrs. Russell’s annual salary by six percent (6%) retroactive to September 15, 2005, which is the date the review was due.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher explained, “The six percent (6%) increase represents the two and half percent (2.5%) cost of living allowance increase and a three and half percent (3.5%) merit increase.  We determined this merit increase based on the outstanding review that was achieved and the results that Mrs. Russell has had in completing many courses and going over and above her duties in trying to be helpful to the Town Administrator and the Town.”

Councilwoman Iris Powell made a motion to accept the recommendation from the personnel committee. 
Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VIII.
Public Comment

Ms. Lee Templeton explained that she forgot to address Council’s request that she research appearance regulations.  Ms. Templeton asked if Council would like to wait until the Mayor was present before sharing this information.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher stated that they would.  
Councilman Nathan Hendren pointed out that the Agenda states Council should appoint one of the Committee to Formulate Ideas/Plans for Town Hall appointees as Chairman. Mayor Pro Tem Belcher stated that he felt it would be better if the committee met and appointed a Chairman themselves.  Council agreed.

Article IX.
Announcements



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher announced that as it stands now there will be no 

Planning Board meeting in October.  

The Citizens for Community Improvement (CCI) Committee will meet Thursday, October 20, 2005, at 7:00pm in the National Guard Armory.

Town Open House for review of Land Use Plan recommendations will be held on Tuesday, November 1, 2005 from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the National Guard Armory. All committee members, Planning Board members and Town Council should make plans to attend.

The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be held on Tuesday, November 1, 2005 at 7:00pm in the National Guard Armory.

There will be a joint meeting with the Town Council, Planning Board and Citizens for Community Improvement committee on Monday, November 17, 2005 at 7:00pm in the National Guard Armory.

Mrs. Yvonne Russell announced that the United Way will be giving away a car as part of their fundraiser this year.  Information on rules and regulations for the giveaway are available if anyone is interested.
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher stated, “Tentatively we are going to try to do an opportunity for the citizens to meet with the candidates for Town Council on Tuesday, October 18, 2005 from 6:30pm to 8:00pm” at the National Guard Armory.
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Article X.
Adjourn

Councilwoman Evelyn Conner made a motion the meeting be adjourned. 
Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





                  Yvonne Russell, Deputy Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                           James Belcher, Mayor Pro Tem    
