TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

M I N U T E S

September 6, 2005
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, September 6, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Nathan Hendren, and Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher
A quorum was present. 

Others Present:     Brenda Ward, Town Administrator / Town Clerk; Yvonne Russell, 

Budget-Finance Officer & Deputy Clerk; James Dewey, Town      

Attorney; Lee Templeton, County Planning Advisor for the Town 
Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:
Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher gave the Invocation.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda



A.  Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and noted that Beverly Wilcox would like to address Council (regarding Public Hearing).
Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we add Beverly Wilcox to the agenda under Requests and Petitions of Citizens and approve the Agenda as amended.”
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. All voted in 



favor. 
Mayor Paschal invited Ms. Wilcox to address council. Ms Wilcox stated, “If it had been clearer to me earlier in the process we went through last month in comparing the old and the new zoning ordinances, I might have said a little more then, than I did. But having read them both and seeing the changes, it just befuddles me that by being elected, the five of you think that you can decide what is beautiful or pretty or attractive or gorgeous or not so gorgeous for the rest of us. I understand building codes, I understand health ordinances, I understand all sorts of things. But what one of you finds pretty…you couldn’t even agree on terms, let alone what was pretty and what wasn’t pretty and what was attractive and what wasn’t attractive. I just don’t understand why you as elected officials, think we need your help in deciding what is attractive—particularly for just one type of residential building—those that are manufactured off site. I don’t think this will change anything that happens tonight, but I still needed to say it. Thank you.”
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Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for August 2, 2005.
Councilwoman Iris Powell made a motion to “accept them as written.” Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article V.
Resume Public Hearing – Action Tabled at August 2, 2005 Town 



Council Meeting  –  

Lee Templeton, Rockingham County Planning Department
A. Recommendation of Text Amendment Changes in the Town of 


Wentworth Subdivision / Zoning Ordinance, Chapter I – 


Definitions – Class A and Class AA Manufactured Homes

Mayor Paschal announced that the “Public Hearing concerning text amendment changes to the Subdivision / Zoning Ordinance, Chapter I – Definitions for Class A and Class AA Manufactured Homes is now being resumed,” and asked Lee Templeton to bring everyone up to date.
Mrs. Templeton advised, “The idea was to come back and see if there could be a consensus on how you guys want the front porches and if you agreed with the wording on the stairs.” Mrs. Templeton said she has written it as council instructed at the last meeting, “Except,” she added, “Brenda (Town Administrator) suggested the wording at the very end—the use of stairs alone is prohibited at any entrance or exit. That was the only change from what you indicated last month on the stairs part.”
Mrs. Templeton continued, “The other thing is to decide what we want to do about the front porches. Those were the two issues that were not settled in the whole ordinance that was discussed last month. There was nothing else that anyone said they wanted to change, but that doesn’t mean you can’t still make changes if you want to.”
Mayor Paschal commented, “I would like to make one point—the reason we put this off until now is that we do not want to put something together that is not specific or precise, we wanted to take the time to make things clear and think this through rather than just approving what was presented to us (by the Planning Board).”
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Mayor Paschal, referring to Choices 1 and 2 for Front Porches said, “I personally, selected (a) and (b) under number one, but without the lattice curtain wall…that is my personal preference for this.” (Prior to tonight’s meeting, after council members had already viewed a rough draft of the proposed wording, Mrs. Templeton added “a lattice curtain wall” for their consideration at the meeting.) 
Note: (The text choices presented at this meeting are attached hereto as a part of these minutes.)
Mayor Paschal asked, “What about the rest of you?”
Councilman Nathan Hendren responded, “My personal preference is number two…with the lattice curtain wall.” Councilman Hendren said he agrees with the 36 square feet, “mainly for emergency service personnel. If I am being carried out on a stretcher, I want them to have something to land on, other than falling down the stairs.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said, “It’s more of a safety issue than anything else, as far as having a landing.”

Councilman Hendren added, “As far as being made of concrete as opposed to wood, I don’t care what it’s made of.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said, “Having some sort of covering, whether it is brick, lattice, wood, stone or stone veneer, I don’t think that’s necessary either, personally. To me that’s aesthetics. I think the square footage is the main thing…instead of just steps leading to a doorway. But as far as what it’s made of, as I said at the last meeting, (building) code should take care of the way it is built if it is built out of wood.

Lee Templeton added, “Or even if it’s built out of brick…”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher interjected, “The load bearing capabilities and the endurance under certain circumstances…code should take care of it, no matter what it’s made of. But the suitability of appearance or anything like that shouldn’t be addressed at all.” 


Mayor Paschal added, “I do take issue with that and with Beverly’s 



(Wilcox) statement, because one of the things we are charged with doing 

as a Town is to try to encourage within the Town boundaries, both aesthetics and safety, and the way we do that is through our ordinances. If we allow just anything and have nothing in place, you end up with eyesores that nobody likes, and you may be okay with it until it ends up next door to you.”
Town of Wentworth

Town Council Meeting Minutes

September 6, 2005

Page 4

After Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said he would have no problem with certain standards in a historic district, and that he, “would never put anything out there that would be detrimental to somebody else’s property value or anything else.” He added, “I don’t want anybody telling me what to do within reason. If it is unsafe, I think you can justify the Town stepping in and saying, ‘that’s unsafe, that’s a health hazard, that’s a danger to the public and you can’t do that.’ But if my house is 15 miles off the highway and me and my 3 relatives are the only ones that’s going to see it, does it matter if I have lattice under my front porch?”
Mayor Paschal said, “That’s true once you get away from the road, but that’s the problem dealing with (number) one versus either/or (see attachment). Not everyone lives 15 miles off the highway and not everyone says, as you say, that  they would never put anything out there that would be detrimental to someone else’s property values.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said, “If we can look at something and say, ‘somebody could get hurt,’ then it’s incumbent upon us to say, ‘that’s not acceptable.’”

Mayor Paschal asked, “Are you saying that we need to consider a separate set of standards whereby we determine that something is run down and needs to be corrected? And if so, how do you enforce it?”
Councilman Hendren asked, “Wouldn’t you need to do this on stick-built homes as well?”

Everyone agreed that it should be for all homes.

Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Templeton, “Is this something that is handled through an ordinance or is it a policing action?” He said he is aware of many places where it is dangerous to step onto the porches. He said there are children playing around them and that the people who live there aren’t concerned about it.

Mrs. Templeton replied, “I think that you could put in your ordinance at some point in time, housing standards for the Town, and say something to the effect, ‘if these standards are not maintained then “x” will happen.’



Like the porch that is rotten and the kids may fall through.”



Mayor Paschal said, “Or old rickety wooden stairs. That’s how I look at 



this—it’s not just appearance, it’s a safety issue—that people keep and 



maintain the porches and stairs so that they are not a safety issue. We have 

many around town right now that are.”
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Mayor Pro Tem Belcher added, “I would hope that people have enough 



pride that they would try to keep the appearance of their homes as neat as 



possible, but for me, as a council member, to tell them they have to do this 



or this or this, I’m not comfortable with that role. But telling them the 


porch or steps is unsafe…for their lack of maintenance or improper 


construction, then that is an opportunity for the Town to step in and 



address it.”


Councilman Hendren asked, “As we create this ordinance, who monitors 


compliance.”


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said he thought the County would handle it. 



Mayor Paschal said it would have to be stipulated in the ordinance who 



and how it would be enforced.



Mrs. Templeton said, “Unless you are going to condemn a building—our 


building inspectors condemn buildings—other than that, what they are 


concerned with is the construction of a building. When the tornado went 


through Stoneville and our building inspectors went out there, the 
buildings that were not structurally sound were condemned. They don’t go around the county, however, looking at porches or out buildings or parts of the house that appear unsafe; because, it’s not in our ordinance to do that.”
She added, “I think, if you want to have some kind of enforcement on maintaining safe buildings—not the whole building, but porches, stairs, etc.—I think you would need to write an ordinance dealing with that.”

Mrs. Templeton asked the Town Attorney if he agreed with her thinking.

Attorney James Dewey agreed and said it would need to be determined who would enforce it and what the punishment would be.

When it was pointed out that this is a separate issue from what is being addressed in the Public Hearing, Mayor Pro Tem Belcher agreed and moved discussion back to the suggested changes to the Manufactured Home Ordinance. He said that he is in favor of choice number two. 

Mayor Paschal asked, “Without applying (a), (b), or (c) to number two?”

Councilman Belcher and Councilman Hendren agreed, “number two as it is written would stand alone.”
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The Town Attorney asked about the curtain wall requirement.

Mrs. Templeton said that part of the ordinance applies to the “perimeter of the home…it doesn’t mention a porch…in the current ordinance, other than, ‘has stairs, porches, entrance platforms, ramps, and other means of entrance and exit installed or constructed in accordance with building code anchored securely to the ground’; but there are no other current requirements for it (curtain wall around porch).”
Councilman Hendren mentioned the fact that “some people with manufactured homes may not can afford out buildings for their lawn mowers, for instance, and will actually store the mower under the porch to protect it from the weather. If they have to do this, then that’s just what I think we’re going to have to put up with. People in this county are hurting for jobs and we don’t need to make it harder on them.”

He concluded, “I think (choice) number two could stand on its on.”

Mrs. Templeton reminded him, “Number two as it is written does require some kind of curtain wall (around the porch).”

“Then I think it should be taken out,” Councilman Hendren replied.

Mayor Paschal said, “In that case, the text could just be left as it is now (in current ordinance).”

“What we have right now in (k),” Mrs. Templeton said, “not what we are proposing but what the ordinance already says is, ‘wood stairs shall only be used in conjunction with a porch or entrance platform with a minimum of 24 square feet.’ But it doesn’t say that you can’t put brick stairs and not 

have a landing. I have fallen out of a mobile home I used to live in because the back door didn’t have a landing, but just steps.”



Mayor Paschal asked, “So in essence you want to strike the curtain wall 



and not the wood stairs?”

Councilman Hendren and Councilman Belcher agreed.


Mrs. Templeton confirmed, “What it would say is, for number 2, ‘has a 



covered or uncovered front porch with a minimum of 36 square feet and 


stairs.’   ”
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The Town Clerk asked if the wording (see attachment) in reference to the 



rear porch or entrance would remain as decided on at the August meeting. 



Council agreed that it would.

Mayor Paschal asked, “As far as the other goes—what they build it out of—if they do choose wood, it would be covered in the building code, right?”



Mrs. Templeton replied, “Initially, anyway, they have to build it 


according to State Building Code. They have directions on…if you have 


more than two steps you have to have a railing and the distance between 


the railings can’t be more than so many inches, so little kids can’t get 


their heads stuck in between them. But the building code does not address 



curtain walls for porches at all. They are strictly concerned with 



structure.”


Town Attorney James Dewey asked, “Didn’t we address the issue of 



curtain walls around the structure itself, before this issue came up on what 



to do with porches?”



The Town Clerk answered, “It is covered under (c) for Class A homes 



and (f) for Class AA homes in the new text.”



Mrs. Templeton agreed and reiterated, “Around the home itself, you have 



to have a curtain wall and/or foundation with no exposed concrete block. 



Even with the porches, the home itself has to be covered and that, too, is a 



safety issue, as well, as it helps insulate the floor. But as for the porch, it’s 



totally up to you guys whether it has a curtain wall or not.”



Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had more questions, or if someone would 



like to make a motion.



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion,“that we accept number two as 


amended—‘has a covered or uncovered front porch with a minimum of 36 


square feet and stairs.’ ”


Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no further 



discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Mrs. Templeton confirmed, “For next month I can bring this back with the porches—a revised version of our official amended text, which you guys can vote in favor of or vote it down.”
Mayor Paschal asked, “If you would, find some information that would give us more insight into what we might be able to do in the future as far as considering what is run down and unsafe, so we can address that.”

Beverly Wilcox raised her hand and was recognized by Mayor Paschal. She asked if she was clear on the sizes of the porches—24 square feet for rear porches and 36 square feet for front porches. Mayor Paschal confirmed that this is correct.
Councilwoman Powell pointed out that the square footage on the porches is a minimum requirement.

Mayor Paschal thanked Mrs. Templeton, who said she would, “have a revised document for Council next month, and will also have some information for you on housing standards and see what other communities do and how they police them.”

Mr. Dewey and the Town Clerk noted that the mayor should entertain a motion to table the Public Hearing until the next meeting to keep from having to run another notice in the newspaper. 

Mayor Paschal asked for a motion. Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion, “That we table the Public Hearing for Amendment Changes to the Definitions of Manufactured Homes, Class A and Class AA, in the Town of Wentworth Subdivision/Zoning Ordinance, Chapter I-Definitions, until our meeting on Tuesday, October 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.”
Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VI.
Old Business – There was no old business.

Article VII.
New Business

A. Presentation of Audit Report for Fiscal Year 2004-2005

· Mr. Rex Rouse – Rouse, Rouse, Penn & Rouse, L.L.P.



Mayor Paschal invited Mr. Rex Rouse to present the Town Audit Report 



to the Board.
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Mr. Rouse asked council members to turn to the “opinion” on Page 1. He advised, “We have audited the financial statements in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the basic financial statements are free of material misstatement.”

Referring Council to the third paragraph, Mr. Rouse said, “In our opinion, based on our audit, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position and the results of operations for the year ended June 30, 2005.”

Mr. Rouse noted that the Management’s Discussion and Analysis prepared by the Town Administrator, is also included in the audit and that last year was the first year this was a required part of the report.

Mr. Rouse reviewed the Comparative Balance Sheets noting that the total assets were up from $754,000 to $831,000. He noted that the Town has no significant debt ($3,641) and that the total fund balance increased from $751,000 to $827,000, an increase of $76,000.

Moving to the Income Statement, Mr. Rouse pointed out that the revenue from Local Option Sales Tax was up from $387,000 to $436,000; Franchise Tax was down from $96,500 to $77,000 and Beer and Wine Tax revenue was about the same. Interest income increased from $5,000 to $14,500 and total revenue was up from $501,000 to $542,000. Mr. Rouse noted that this is significantly ($87,685) over the amount budgeted for revenues.
Regarding General Government Expenditures, it was noted that, “Expenditures were up from $131,000 to $141,000 and that is in line with inflation. You budgeted $151,000, so your expenditures were actually $10,415 less than what was budgeted.”


Mr. Rouse referred Council to Page 29 of the Audit Report regarding 


Capital Outlay, stating, “Your Capital Outlay was up significantly. It was 


$13,698 last year but you spent $62,500 this year for road paving.”


He pointed out that expenditures for Economic Development, Water and 


Sewer Extensions, and Public Safety were as budged, and noted that total 


expenditures last year were $399,000 and $466,000 this fiscal year, “of 

which $62,500 was for road paving.”
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Mr. Rouse said, “Your revenues exceeded expenditures by 
$76,070, 


increasing your fund balance from $751,000 to $827,000, so the Town is 

in a very sound financial position.” He noted, based on past expenditures, 
that the fund balance would cover almost two years of expenditures, “which is real good.”


In conclusion, Mr. Rouse reviewed the Management Letter noting, 


“Because of the limited number of personnel…the weakness in internal 


control relative to receipts is greatly mitigated by the fact that nearly all of 


the receipts of the Town are directly deposited by the North Carolina 


Department of Revenue.”


Mr. Rouse thanked the Town Administrator and the Finance Officer for 


their help with the audit, saying, “It’s a joy to do this audit, its very clean. 


You couldn’t ask for the audit to be any cleaner than it is.”

The Town Administrator asked Mr. Rouse and the Board to make one correction to the report. She said she noticed as Mr. Rouse was reviewing the expenditures on Page 29, under Planning and Zoning, that “Landfill Plan” should be “Land Use Plan.” Mrs. Ward added, “Let the record show that this correction has been made.”

Mayor Paschal thanked Mr. Rouse for presenting the Town Audit information.

Article VII.
New Business

B. Submission of Updated Site Master Plan for Town Property

· Alley, Williams, Carmen and King



Mayor Paschal introduced Mr. Ken Stafford and Mr. Jorge 


Rodriquez and asked them to present the updated master plan for the 



Town property.
Mr. Stafford and Mr. Rodriquez presented “a conceptual site plan for the Town property on NC 87 and Peachtree Road.” Mr. Rodriquez pointed out that the new plan shows an entrance from Peachtree and access from 87 as well. The Town Hall, post office, and the location for a Dan River Water Tank, as well as recreational areas, are included on the plan, as well as parking space for the town hall and post office. Mr. Rodriquez said the drawing also shows a link to a future shopping center proposed by Harry Rakestraw.
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Councilwoman Powell asked about the “white sections on the plan.” Mr. Rodriquez explained that these are properties not owned by the Town—one parcel is owned by Edna McCollum and another by Gary Melvin.

Mr. Rodriquez said, “We placed the Town Hall in the corner lot (NC 87 & Peachtree Road) because we felt this would be the most important building and the best location for visibility.” He also explained that the Town Hall “is placed a little east of the intersection to allow for possible alignment of Peachtree Road with the high school entrance.

Mr. Rodriquez called attention to the soccer field, which he included mainly to show how much property is on the other side of the McCollum property.
Mr. Rodriquez asked if anyone had questions about the plan.

Councilwoman Powell said that she felt like the Post Office would want to be on NC 87. Mayor Paschal replied, “The problem right now with being on 87 is probably five to six hundred thousand dollars worth of turning lanes that would be required. But what you could do, is put it over there and still access it from Peachtree Road, until someone is in a position to cut an entrance in from 87.” 

Mayor Paschal said he is hoping the gentleman from the postal service will “come back out and look at the property and say if they like the location shown or if they want it on 87. It really doesn’t make much difference, we can place it wherever they want to.”
Mr. Rodriquez said he has also been in touch with the Department of Transportation trying to determine how a turning lane and the widening of NC 87 would affect the property. “They weren’t prepared to give that information and I guess we would have to come here and talk with them…what I was told,” said Mr. Rodriquez, “was to look at what has happened down the highway, and that is about how much of our property would be taken.”
“If the post office was to be located on this side (below McCollum property on NC 87), then of course the cost would be greater to extend the new road from Peachtree down to the post office,” Mr. Rodriquez said.

He also mentioned that the plan shows about an acre or so for the post office and an acre for the water tank. 
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Mayor Paschal said he has checked on the fall-zone requirements for the water tank, and discovered that there are none, “in which case, we could probably get by with a half acre…it’s just that they wanted to have at least an acre area to work in while putting the water tank up.”

As far as having an entrance or not having an entrance off NC 87, Mayor Paschal said, “When we were trying to help Mr. Harry Rakestraw with his turning lanes, and spoke with the Department of Transportation, they were requiring 271 feet of deceleration and acceleration lanes for anything coming in there, so I’m sure that’s probably what we would be looking at if we have an entrance for the town hall and the post office there.

Mr. Rodriquez said, “What you see here is 210 linear feet.” He pointed out the recreational area and nature trails shown for future development and said, “They are pretty much conducive to the type of topography we find back there.”


After additional discussion on what D.O.T. may or may not plan to do, 



and what the County may or may not be planning regarding a new 


court house, the Mayor thanked Mr. Rodriquez and Mr. Stafford for 


the presentation.

Article VII.
New Business

C. Consideration of Proposal by Alley, Williams, Carmen & King to

 
Draft /  Design Plans for Future Town Hall

Mayor Paschal invited Mr. Ken Stafford to talk about his firm’s proposal for designing a future town hall for the Town of Wentworth.

Mr. Stafford said their proposal describes, “What we would do for the most part in terms of services on construction of a town hall. But in terms of putting dollars and cents on that from our perspective, what I have done is assume that you are like most of the towns we have dealt with in the past. And as some of them have done, what we may need to do is have you put together a committee of town representatives, maybe a couple of council members and any others who may be interested in this project, and for us to fully develop a program, making sure we cover your needs.”

Mr. Stafford continued, “We need to define what spaces you need and the size of these spaces—knowing that you are looking for council chambers, offices, all of the support spaces, remembering to think about things like, ‘Do we want a space for Sheriff’s Department? What are our long-term growth needs? Do we set up a town hall as a single project, or something that we want to add on to, etc.’   ”
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Mr. Stafford continued, “Typically, to develop the program, we will meet with county and state officials to see what restrictions on land use or proposed land use are there that will affect the project, and then develop preliminary plans and elevations based on that. We will pick your brain to see what buildings you have seen that you really like. What sort of character are you looking for, what kind of building will reflect what the Town of Wentworth is.”

“And then,” Mr. Stafford said, “that set of drawings or that package may be put forth to the public in a public hearing or perhaps on a Sunday afternoon to let folks come out and take a look at it and give their opinions.”

Mr. Stafford continued, “We are proposing to do this first schematic phase on an hourly basis, like we’ve been doing on everything else. We have proposed a ‘not to exceed figure of $12,000’…and feel pretty comfortable staying under that number, and I think we have been very successful in the past in staying under…”

Mr. Stafford explained, “At whatever time you’re ready, then we will move ahead with design development, construction drawings and bidding and contract awards, and I have actually described all these parts and pieces in the proposal. We would negotiate a ‘not to exceed’ for those phases as well, once we’re pretty clear where we’re going.”
He added, “One area that I didn’t include in here and should have…in the past we have assisted a number of municipalities with obtaining private placement loans…the Town of Pleasant Garden has their town hall financed using private placement loans. We are working on a municipal library funded that way for Mebane. Competitive prices were obtained from banks, and each of those municipalities have 15 year loans with interest rates of less than four percent (4%). So rather than having to tap whatever cash resources you have, you have the ability to structure something that makes sense over time, and we can assist you in those applications with the necessary agencies.”

Mayor Paschal asked, “So the $12,000 would give us the schematics, the site plan, and we could decide at that point in time whether we wanted to go forward with it.”
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Mr. Stafford replied, “That’s right. We could work you up two or three schemes so that you actually have some choices…people can say I like this part of this one and that part of that one. We will also assist you in estimating construction costs up front, so that in terms of design, we don’t get out there too far, and then find out that you thought you were getting a $300,000 building and what we had actually designed was seven million.”
Mr. Stafford then referred to a handout of cost information from a national estimating company. He advised that these were 1995 figures, and said, “Given what has happened the last week, I’m not about to guess where costs are going next year. We have seen gas prices go up 50% in a week. But if you look at these figures…construction costs for a 5,000 square foot building are estimated at somewhere between $105 and $125.00 per square foot. But with what has happened recently (Hurricane Katrina!), we would expect costs to be going up and not down.”

Mayor Paschal commented, “Several people or county and business organizations in the area have looked around for rental property or property to lease. So if you had a 2,000 square-foot town hall, could you do some sort of generic structure attached to it, say another 2,000 square feet that you could fit someone else into or maybe they could fix it to suit their needs? This would help us pay for the town hall in the long run, to have something producing income. 
Mr. Stafford answered, “Sure. Whether it is renovation or new construction, just from an economy scale, what you have right now is going to be a little bit expensive. The smaller you get though, the more something is going to cost per square foot. What you really want to do is look long term and say, ‘Where are we going to be 25 years from now?’ and take space for that. So, yes, it makes sense to design it so that you can
sublease part of that or find effective use for the part that you don’t need right now.”

Mr. Stafford said the Town may not need as much space as shown in his proposal, and that it may need to be downsized some. “But then,” he said, “the per-square-foot costs are going to go up, or you can find a tenant that will share that over time to keep your costs down.”

There was no additional discussion, and the Mayor asked Council if they wanted to have more time to look over the proposal since they just received it at the meeting.
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Councilwoman Powell asked, “If we’re going to do it, why don’t we just go ahead and do it?” Mayor Pro Tem Belcher agreed and made a motion “that we accept the proposal.” Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Paschal said Council will consider appointing a committee in the near future, perhaps at the next meeting, and said that he “would like to get the gentleman from the post office, Mr. Rizzuto, to come back out and look at the property and the plans.”
Article VII.
New Business

D. Consideration of Retaining Surveyor for Town Property

Mayor Paschal advised that a lot needs to be surveyed and cut out for the water tank so that a lease can be done for Dan River. He asked Town Attorney, James Dewey, if he had looked at an “evergreen” lease and discussed this with Dan River. Mr. Dewey acknowledged that he had done so and that Dan River Water, Inc. is okay with it. Mayor Paschal said they originally wanted to own the property, but that he was concerned that it could at some point in time cease to be a water tower or if Dan River moved it, then they would end up with property in the Town’s parcel. Mayor Paschal said, however, “They have now agreed to the lease.”


Mayor Paschal said that although Dan River Water is still in the planning 



stages, he would like to have a surveyor go ahead and cut out the lot as 



shown by Alley, Williams, Carmen, and King, in their Master Plan for the 



Town property.



Mayor Paschal said that the Town office has contacted a surveyor and 



tentatively arranged for him to come in next few weeks.



Councilman Hendren made a motion, “that we retain the surveyor for 


the Town property.” Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. 



There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.



Councilwoman Powell asked who the surveyor would be. Mayor 


Paschal deferred to the Town Clerk who responded, “We checked with a 



couple of surveyors in the area and with our architects as they also have 



surveyors, but 
Mr. Gene Robertson’s rates were in line with all the 



others. He is local and promised to get it done this month, so we thought 

we would use him.”
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The Mayor instructed the Town Clerk to call Mr. Rizzuto at the Post 



Office in Greensboro to have him come out and look at the proposed 


site so the surveyor could get started. He mentioned again that Dan 



River may only need half an acre for the water tank.
Article VII.
New Business

E. Consideration of Resolutions

(1) Mayor Paschal asked Council to consider the Resolution 


Declaring September 24 – October 1, 2005, as Rockingham 

County Big Sweep Week. The Town Clerk advised that Mrs. 


Butler was not able to come out for the meeting, but sent word 


that she would appreciate the Town’s adoption of the resolution.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said, “We have always supported this in the past and it’s obviously a good thing. I make a motion “that we pass this Resolution Declaring September 24 – October 1, 2005, as Rockingham County Big Sweep Week.”
Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

(2) Mayor Paschal asked Council to consider the Resolution of Adoption of the Rockingham County National Incident Management System (NIMS).
Mrs. Ward, Town Administrator, said she spoke with Robert Cardwell, Fire Marshall, and that he explained that this is in line with the VIPER effort to try to get all emergency agencies on the same frequency. “Also, he said that if we did have an event to occur, we would need to be in this NIMS program in order to get certain grants for recovery.” 
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion to “Adopt the Resolution of the Rockingham County National Incident Management System NIMS).” 
Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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VIII. Public Comment – Mayor Paschal noted that Mrs. Wilcox spoke during the 






   Public Hearing.

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS – Mayor Paschal made the following 

                                                     announcements:

· There will be a joint meeting of the Town Council, the Wentworth Planning Board, and the Citizens For Community Improvement on Thursday, September 15, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.
· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will be on 


Tuesday, September 20, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be held on

Tuesday, October 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory

Mayor Paschal encouraged everyone to help out any way they can with the hurricane disaster and commented that, “Many teams and various church groups from our area are going down to Mississippi and Louisiana to help in various ways.” He encouraged anyone who has the time and can help to consider looking into it.
Article X.   
R E C E S S



Mayor Paschal made a motion that the Town Council recess until 



September 15, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the 



motion. All were in favor and the meeting recessed.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





              Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
