TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

M I N U T E S

August 2, 2005
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, August 2, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Councilman Nathan Hendren
Council members absent:   Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:
Mayor Paschal gave the Invocation.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda



A.  Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and noted that no one signed to address Council.


Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we adopt the Agenda as 



presented.” Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. All voted in 



favor. 
Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for July 5, 2005.
Councilman Nathan Hendren made a motion to “approve the minutes as written.” Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article V.
Old Business – Mayor Paschal noted there was no old business.
Article VI.
New Business

A. Information Concerning New Postal Facility in the Town of 

Wentworth – Robert C. Rizzuto, Facilities Division, U.S. Postal Service, Greensboro, NC


Mayor Paschal invited Mr. Rizzuto to address council.
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Mr. Rizzuto explained that his presence and the information that he 



would share with council, “is just a formality…as the start of a process 



to bring a new post office to your town.” He said that he would not 



speak to or address any of the efforts of the past but added, “I am here 



to tell you that we do have the approval to start the process to bring 


a new post office into Wentworth.”


Mr. Rizzuto explained that he was at the meeting to fulfill their 


requirement “…in the community contact process…to let everyone 


know what our procedure is for the development of this project.”



He said that he would not discuss timeframes because the process is 

variable on so many different factors and that the process typically takes anywhere from 18 months to two and a half years. 
Mr. Rizzuto referenced the current post office in Wentworth as being “the small building that is difficult to get in and out of and probably a challenge to any of the handicapped folks in town—it’s only 300 or so square feet, and we need a lot more space. We’re anxious to get this project moving for the town folks.”



In explaining the process, Mr. Rizzuto said that he would be the 



Project Manager and would be advertising for two possibilities—“One 



for a site that we can build a building on; the other possibility would 



be if someone had existing space that is approximately the same size 



that we are looking for, which is approximately 2,000 net interior 



square feet. If anyone has existing space that would meet those 



requirements, I would encourage them to contact me.”


Mr. Rizzuto said that he would be leaving his business cards with the 



postmaster at the Wentworth Post Office. He said he would be glad to 



talk to anyone and encouraged citizens, if they knew of any property 



owners or folks with existing space, to let him know. He also 



expressed an interest in seeing the property, “the Town has in mind for 



the location.”




Mr. Rizzuto continued, “We will be advertising and in the months 


that follow, there is a process we go through to actually purchase the 


site. Once it is purchased, we will begin the design and construction 


process, which will take approximately another year after the site is



purchased.” 
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Mr. Rizzuto said he would be glad to answer any questions or address any 

comments anyone might have.

Mayor Paschal asked Mr. Rizzuto, “How soon will you advertise for the 

sites?”

Mr. Rizzuto replied, “Usually four to six weeks…after this week…  typically, when I can fit it in. I have probably 30 similar projects that I work at the same time, and its a bit of a challenge to roll them out in short order, but it is typically four to six weeks.”

Wentworth resident, Beverly Wilxcox was recognized, and stated that she was a little confused. She said the last she heard, post cards would be sent out and that “51% of the residents would have to agree, and now you say…” Mayor Paschal explained to Mrs. Wilcox that the post cards and survey suggested by the Post Office, was for the purpose of requesting a change in the mailing address. 
Mrs. Wilcox said, “So, all you’re saying is, we’re going to get a bigger building but nothing else changes …” Mr. Rizzuto and Mayor Paschal answered, “Yes.” She said again, “So as it stands right now, nothing changes but the physical address of the post office.”  “Correct,” Mayor Paschal responded.

Councilman Hendren remarked, “I would just like to say that I have a post office box at the present post office, and this is all music to my ears.”
Mr. Rizzuto commented, “The new post office will have many more boxes available if anyone would want to rent a box.  I am sure you don’t have the capability to do so now, because all the boxes are probably full. Postmaster Ricky Sharpe nodded in agreement.

Mayor Paschal said, “They will be accessible after 5:00 p.m. won’t they?”

Mr. Rizzuto said the lobby would be open 24 hours…“This will be a building that will be all lit up at night and it will be a very, very attractive addition to the community. I’m sure you’re all going to like it very much.”

Councilwoman Conner added, “And with plenty of parking spaces.” “Yes, plenty of parking,” Mr. Rizzuto confirmed.

There were no other questions or comments.  Mayor Paschal thanked Mr. Rizzuto for coming.
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Article VI.
New Business – Continued

B.
Review / Approval of Secondary Subdivision Plat for RANDY 


ROBERTS – Ashley Loop Road, Wentworth, NC


Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Lee Templeton, Rockingham County 



Planning Department, to advise Council concerning the subdivision 



plat for Mr. Randy Roberts.



Mrs. Templeton referred council members to the plat survey in their  



packets. She explained that Mr. Roberts is cutting five (5) acres 



out of a twenty-acre parcel owned by Judy Banfield. She said the five 



acres make up the new lot and is located, “just up from Camp Dan 



Valley Road on Ashley Loop—the third piece of property from Camp 



Dan Valley Road.”



There were no questions about the plat and Mayor Paschal made a 


motion, “That we approve the secondary subdivision plat for Randy 



Roberts on Ashley Loop Road.”


Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 



All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article VII.
Public Hearing(s)
(Note: Let the record show that notice of the following public hearings, appeared in the 

newspaper the first run, as being held at 5:00 p.m. The newspaper made a correction in the time when they ran the notice the second time, changing it to 7:00 p.m. However, the Town Clerk and two council members (Iris Powell and Evelyn Conner) were present in the Town Hall meeting room at 5:00 p.m. The Town Clerk did a roll call of council members and noted that a quorum was not present, nor were any citizens present. She stated this for the record and announced that the Public Hearings would be held at 7:00 p.m. the same evening (August 2, 2005).



A.  Recommendation to Amend the Wentworth Planning 



Ordinance, Special Use Permit Section, Entitled “Wireless 




Communication Facilities, Radio, TV, Microwave or Other 



Telecommunication Tower.”



Mayor Paschal asked Lee Templeton with the Rockingham County 




Planning Department to present the information to council regarding 




the text amendment.
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Article VII.
Public Hearing(s) – Continued


Mrs. Templeton commented, “Part of the Special Use Permit section of 

the cell tower ordinance was cleaned up…some grammatical and spelling 

errors as well as any references to Rockingham County that should have been Town of Wentworth.”

Mrs. Templeton related stories she has heard regarding towers, noted her experience in handling cell towers for the County, and advised that she has examined ordinances from several other areas. She noted that she worked with the Town Attorney, James Dewey, in developing the recommended text amendment changes.

Mrs. Templeton explained that the biggest thing to be changed (Page 6 – e) concerned the minimum lot or leased area. It had been one and one-half times the fall zone but she recommends that this is changed to 1.1 times the fall zone or 110% of the height of the tower. She added, “Almost never do towers fall flat like a tree. It takes a Hurricane Andrew to totally flatten a tower.” 
Mrs. Templeton said that with this change, the amount of land required would decrease to about 3-1/2 to 4 acres instead of 6 acres.
“The other thing with the minimum lot or leased area,” Mrs. Templeton said, “is that the size will not apply to the sites listed in Table A. There are seven (7) sites…one is the water tank which we don’t have yet, but the other six (6) are current real sites, and there may or may not ever be a cell tower on them. But the main reason why these sites wouldn’t require 110% of the tower height is because none of these properties are big enough to have that large of a leased area.”
Mrs. Templeton said that the VIPER tower that the State and County have discussed locating in Wentworth near the National Guard Armory, was originally thought to be 400 feet in height. The last fifty feet of that tower was to be for cellular companies to co-locate on. 
Mrs. Templeton said she heard that government towers cannot lease space; so, the height of the tower may drop to 350 feet. She added,  “Wherever the VIPER tower winds up, it will not require as much space as originally thought and would probably fit on one of the sites in Table A, or within 110% of the fall zone if it is on another piece of property.”
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Mayor Paschal asked, “So if they don’t place it on one of the sites in 



Table A, they will have to come back and get a Special Use Permit for it?”



“And they will also have to have 1.1 times the fall zone,” Mrs. 
Templeton replied. “Right now, where they are thinking it (VIPER Tower) will go…they understand that if it is not in one of the Table A sites, assuming you all decide to pass this, then they will have to fit these other rules and they’re okay with that.”


“The other big thing under (h) on Page 6,” Mrs. Templeton said, 



“Where it says ‘Setbacks and Separation,’ we talk about… ‘…towers must 



be set back a distance equal to 1.1 times the height of the tower from any 



non-agricultural structure and/or property line.’ So if you have a tobacco 



barn or horse barn inside that, it is okay, but you cannot have a business or 



residence in that fall zone…anything where people may be.”


Mrs. Templeton said, “The other main thing I added…if you look on 



Page 8 where it says, ‘(7) Administrative Approval for Antenna 



Attachments and Towers,’ and the top half of Page 9—all of that was 
added” (new text).
“We did not have much in the way of requirements for antennas. If you already have the tower and one company is on the tower and Cingular wants to locate 10 or 15 feet below whoever else is there, the rules we had before for anyone to co-locate were almost none. I felt you may want more control to see that the antennas are put up right and will be taken care of. That is the purpose of these, and we will know who the person/company is, and where they’re going to go. Beforehand they didn’t have to tell us much of anything. They could just put the antenna on any tower. There are a few in Wentworth, but now they are going to have to show us their NIER (Non-Ionizing Electromagnetic Radiation levels), to make sure they don’t get too high; whereas before, we didn’t have any regulations on that.”

Mrs. Templeton said she believes the extra regulations for the antennas are not onerous at all and are what the cell tower people tend to have to do, at the least, in most other counties and cities.
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Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Templeton a question in reference to item one under (h) Setbacks and Separation, regarding the 20% reduction in setbacks for monopole towers. He wanted to know if this is a change or the same wording as in the original text. 
Mrs. Templeton replied, “Yes, I’m glad you asked. We, or rather, the Town Attorney, suggested we add the fact that you cannot have both the 20% monopole reduction and the forest reduction. Because, at that point, if you add a 200′ tower and one 20% reduction, then you only had to be 180′ and then if you get another one, it’s 160′.” She continued, “1.1 times that, is not up to equal the height of the tower and it wouldn’t be even if you had the 20%, but monopole towers are jointed so that…if they start to crumble it’s like a stick breaking, it will collapse down rather than out flat. 
Councilman Hendren noted that the monopole would probably collapse at one of the joints rather than falling flat. Mrs. Templeton agreed, adding, “And the monopole tower doesn’t fall as often as lattice towers which themselves, don’t fall very often. 
Mayor Paschal commented concerning the water tank that is to be placed on the Town property by Dan River Water. He commented that they would have ownership and would be able to lease for co-location if they chose to do so, but noted that the location presently showing on Table A identifies the location of the water tower to be “near Wentworth Fire Department.” 

Mrs. Templeton told the mayor that Council could decide if they want the Dan River water tank added to Table A.

Mayor Paschal asked the Town Attorney if he thought it would be a problem (referencing  the water tank near the fire department and not specifying the proposed location on town property) since the description refers to one location when in reality a different location is planned.

Attorney Dewey asked the Mayor if his intention is for the tower mentioned on Table A to represent the future proposed Dan River water tank location.

Mayor Paschal said that he, personally, would like for the Dan River water tank to be available because that would be another place to co-locate without having to erect additional towers.
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Attorney Dewey asked if the PIN number currently on Table A is the parcel where the Dan River water tank will be located.

Mrs. Templeton said the PIN number identifies the parcel of land that is near the fire department and not the parcel on town property.

Mayor Paschal mentioned that if the Dan River tank was to be owned by the Town, “We wouldn’t need to worry about having it on Table A because it would be the Town’s property. I think that since Dan River will own the tank, we’ll cut out a piece of property to lease to them with a different PIN number, maybe.”
Attorney Dewey suggested the Dan River water tank could be added with an identifying PIN number once the lot has been cut out. He said that Council could make the change and add it to Table A at that time.

Mrs. Templeton agreed, saying that until the lot is cut out and recorded, the Tax Department would not assign a PIN number.

There were no more questions or comments, so Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we approve the amendment to the Wireless Communication Facilities, Radio, TV, Microwave or Other Telecommunication Tower for the Town of Wentworth in the Ordinance Book.”
Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VII.
Public Hearing(s) – continued

B. Recommendation of Text Amendment Changes in the Town of 


Wentworth Subdivision  / Zoning Ordinance, Chapter I –

Definitions - Class A and Class AA Manufactured Homes.

Mayor Paschal invited Mrs. Templeton to address Council concerning the recommended changes to the definitions of Class A and Class AA manufactured homes.

Mrs. Templeton said that changes were made as recommended by the Wentworth Planning Board. She explained that single-wide homes are Class A and that double-wide homes are Class AA.
Mrs. Templeton pointed out the first change under Class A, Section (b), noting that the wording, “if bolted on,” was included after the first part of the sentence—“Has the towing apparatus (if bolted on),…” 
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Also added at the end of the sentence was, “Any towing apparatus not bolted on must be fully covered, and concealed by the continuous curtain wall described in Section (c) below”;
Mrs. Templeton said, “One of the issues that has been brought up several times in the County, is the way mobile homes used to be built on one frame with the triangular piece on the front which was the towing apparatus. The only way to take it off was to chop it off and then if you wanted to move your mobile home, you had to get it welded back on.”

“Apparently, there have been cases where the towing apparatus came loose and then the mobile home and the tow truck end up in an accident affecting people safety, and possibly tearing the mobile home all to pieces,” said Mrs. Templeton.

She continued, “What we decided to do is to say, if the towing apparatus is bolted on, which the newer ones are, it must be removed. And then if it is not bolted on, like the older ones, this new text describes how the triangular apparatus would be handled—with the curtain wall and so forth.”
Mrs. Templeton pointed out another change, (g) that is being required on both single-wide and double-wide mobile homes—that they must have residential gutters with downspouts. She said the residential gutters are the same as the ones on site-built homes, about six inches wide. “Residential gutters will not only make both sides of the mobile home look better, but will also protect the home from water running down the outside wall and streaking the siding after a few years,” Mrs. Templeton said.

She continued, “On the next page of the draft, (h) also applies to single-wide and double-wide mobile homes. We have made a new letter (section) there, (i) under Class A and in Class AA, Sections (l) and (m) reflect the same changes. (Note: The changes are summarized as follows:)
Class A          Class AA



Text




    (h)                   ( l )

Has a front porch with a minimum of 36 square feet and a concrete floor made with either a brick, stone, or stone-veneered foundation; and

    ( i )

   (m)

Has stairs, porches, entrance platforms, ramps, or other means of entrance and exit installed or constructed in accordance with the standards set by the North Carolina State Building Code, anchored securely to the ground. All stairs shall only be used in conjunction with a rear porch or rear entrance platform with a minimum of 24 square feet. The use of stairs alone is prohibited at any entrance.
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Councilman Hendren asked about the “concrete floor” in Section (h) and Section (l)—“Are you saying you cannot have a wooden porch?” 
Mrs. Templeton replied, “Front porch…you can’t have a wooden front porch. Wooden side or wooden back porches are fine but not a wooden front porch. But they would have to have the same foundation that the rest of the mobile home would have.”
In reference to Section (i) and Section (m), “The use of stairs alone is prohibited at any entrance,” Mrs. Templeton said this differs from the original text, which specified the use of “wood” stairs alone. She said the implication was that if you put brick stairs and not wood, you would not have to have a platform or landing. 

Mrs. Templeton explained, “This eliminates having any stairs that go straight into the home. Everything must have a landing of some sort—at least 24 square feet or 36 square feet.”
Councilman Hendren asked about someone who might need to have a handicapped ramp—“That can’t be a wooden structure?”

Mrs. Templeton responded that the handicapped ramp could be wooden, that it is separate from the porch.

In reference to the foundation mentioned in (h) Class A and in (l), Class AA, Mrs. Templeton pointed out Section (c) under Class A and Section (f) under Class AA, which originally specified a masonry foundation. She said the Planning Board wanted to be more specific than masonry, so it has been revised as follows:
Class A

Class AA



Text


    (c)


      (f)

Is set up in accordance with standards established by the N.C. Department of Insurance and has a continuous, permanent brick, stone, or stone-veneered curtain wall constructed:


(1)  in accordance with the standards of the N.C. Uniform Residential 

             Building Code for One and Two-Family Dwellings,

(2) un-pierced except for required ventilation and access, and

(3) installed under the perimeter;

(4) with no exposed concrete block;
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Mrs. Templeton continued by pointing out to Council a change in the minimum width of the doublewide (Class AA) manufactured home, saying, “We increased the minimum width—the minimum width was 16 feet and the narrowest double wide mobile home that is manufactured is 24 feet. It, too, must have a permanent brick, stone, or stone-veneered curtain wall, has a roof pitch of four (4) feet for each twelve (12) feet of horizontal run.”
She said the Class AA also must have residential gutters with downspouts

(Section j), adding, “And for the doublewide, we added, has an eave projection of no less than eight (8) inches not counting the gutter width.”
(Note: See Section (k) of Class AA)
“So,” Mrs. Templeton continued, “with the gutters and the eave, you would have a fourteen (14) inch overhang on the doublewide mobile homes. The industry people I talked to said, that even with the older homes someone may be moving to a different place, this is not out of the ordinary—it’s doable as far as the industry is concerned.”

(Note: See Section (l) of Class AA) Mrs. Templeton added, “Also would have a front porch that is a minimum of 36 square feet and not allowed, just stairs.”
This concluded a review of the proposed changes. Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had any questions.
Brenda Ward, Town Administrator/Town Clerk, asked Mrs. Templeton if the County Planning Staff would be revising their “check list” or forms that are given to the public when they come in to apply for mobile home permits, etc. She mentioned that there are a significant number of changes and that people will need to know about them.

Mrs. Templeton replied, “Yes, tomorrow. I’ll take it back and we will get new sheets worked up.” 
Mayor Paschal asked, “Are the people in the Planning Department familiar enough with the boundaries of Wentworth so that if someone walks in…I know you have some turnover and new staff people…will they pick up on the new changes?”

Mrs. Templeton said that she has personally been training the newest person and has stressed that the Town of Wentworth and the County rules are not the same. She said it could be that some things, “slip through the crack, but for the most part, everyone knows.”
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Mayor Paschal commented that he has been approached about not being able to have a wooden porch. He said, “On a lot of homes you will have wooden front porches with block foundation, but once you get past the foundation you have wooden floor joists and wooden floors. That doesn’t seem to be covered here. If someone comes in and says I want to meet this minimum standard, can I have a wooden floor on that porch…what is the answer to that one?”

Mrs. Templeton replied, “The new text says a front porch has to be a concrete floor, but that doesn’t mean it has to stay that way if you want to change it. I know a number of covered porches have wooden floors. This, I think was designed as much for an uncovered front porch, but you can change anything you wish.”

Wentworth resident, Beverly Wilcox, asked about the wording in Section (m) Class AA—“All stairs shall only be used in conjunction with a rear porch or rear entrance platform…” She asked, “You can’t have steps on a front porch?”
Mrs. Templeton explained that the wording is in reference to rear porches that are a minimum of 24 square feet and intended to emphasize the fact that ‘the use of stairs alone is prohibited at any entrance.’ She also said, “Section (l) does not say that the front porch has steps, either, but you assume people aren’t going to be jumping onto the front porch.”

Mrs. Wilcox said, “It reads like, or it seems to me, that the front level can only be one step…”

Mrs. Templeton suggested, “We may need to work on the text so that it is clearer. She suggested omitting, ‘All stairs shall only be used in conjunction with’ and to begin the sentence with ‘A rear porch etc.’  ”
Mayor Paschal recognized Wentworth resident and Planning Board member, Robert Aswell, who commented, “When the wooden front porch was discussed by the Planning Board, one of the things considered was the fact that wooden porches on most stick-built homes are covered (same roof) but on mobile homes, they wouldn’t be unless they added one on.”
“So that’s why they went with the concrete…” said Mayor Paschal.

Councilman Hendren asked, “Could we add that on…that if it’s wood it has to be covered?”  
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Mayor Paschal answered, “We could, but I’ve seen some done, and it’s hard to match. At the same time, we don’t want to be unfair to folks living in manufactured housing. I think there are some things we need to take a look at…I would still like to have a couple of people look through the ordinance book and see if we find any discrepancies or where there may be some things that look like they are not fair to one side or the other.”
Mayor Paschal added, “In some instances it may be proper where you don’t have a covered porch, to say that it’s masonry, but at the same time…”

Councilman Hendren asked, “I guess, in my way of thinking, if it’s a covered porch…I know plenty of people who have fine stick-built homes and they have a covered wooden porch. I just can’t see regulating it to be concrete, if it’s covered.”

Mr. Aswell said, “But if you write it up like that, ‘a covered porch,’ they can just put any kind of cover on it, and we don’t want anything like that.”

Mayor Paschal agreed and said, “After we complete the text amendment changes on this (Manufactured Homes), maybe we can take a look at the Ordinances and bring any changes or discrepancies back to Council and to you, Lee.”
There was no additional discussion on the “wooden front porches.” Mrs. Templeton commented, “Could we get back to Beverly’s suggestion—what the ordinance did say (originally) was that ‘wood stairs shall only be used in conjunction with a porch or entrance platform with a minimum of 24 square feet’ …and then, ‘the use of wood stairs alone is prohibited at any entrance.’ What we did was make it, ‘all stairs shall be used in conjunction with a porch or entrance platform and then we added rear to it and that’s where it got scrambled.”

“One way to do this,” said Mrs. Templeton, is to ignore stairs and just say, “A rear porch or rear entrance platform shall be a minimum of 24 square feet. The use of stairs alone is prohibited at any entrance.”

There were several suggestions made as to how this could be worded; however, Councilwoman Conner said she thought Council should determine what they want to do about the wooden porch and if it is covered or uncovered, and then address the stairs.
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Councilman Hendren agreed.

Mrs. Templeton said that part of the issue of trying to have a covered porch was the pitch of the roof and that the Planning Board felt that it was not something that could be made to look good. 


Mayor Paschal asked Councilwoman Conner if she was talking about not 

taking any action at all on the whole amendment or just Section (l). She responded that she was talking about (l). Mayor Paschal said he thought they should also look at Section (m).

Mrs. Templeton said this would also apply to Sections (h) and (i) for Class A manufactured homes (singlewide). She asked Council if they wanted her to look at wording that would include allowing a covered or uncovered porch.

The mayor said he was interested in giving people more options, as to whether or not they use a wooden porch instead of concrete. Mayor Paschal commented that a wooden porch could be more expensive than concrete depending on what is used and if it is tongue and groove.

Mrs. Templeton said she would be glad to take a look at their suggestions and get back to them next month if they wanted her to.
Mayor Paschal asked Town Attorney James Dewey if Council should approve the part of the text they are okay with. Mr. Dewey said they could if they wanted to but it would probably be cleaner to address it all at one time; he also suggested that Council may want to say that they are not denying all the proposed changes of the Planning Board, but would like to look at clarifying and perhaps offering additional choices. 

Mayor Paschal agreed and said he would like for Council to give Mrs. Templeton clearer directions on how to proceed before tabling the matter.

Councilwoman Conner commented that she would, “hate to deny someone who has some expertise in construction and could do a good job…and maybe they want a wood floor.”
Councilman Hendren said again, “I would just hate to restrict anyone to concrete or even brick and say that’s all they can use.”
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Mrs. Templeton asked, “Are you saying a wooden porch only if it’s covered, because if you do a wooden floor and it’s not covered, it’s a deck.

Councilwoman Conner and the Mayor said, “If it’s covered.”

Mayor Paschal said, “I still think it should have a masonry foundation with a skirt around it.

Robert Aswell commented, that some (stick-built) homes have wooden porches without masonry foundation or skirting.

The Town Clerk said, “This is true, because I have a wooden front porch that has no concrete or skirting…just shrubbery planted around it. I don’t think I would want concrete under mine.”
Mayor Paschal said, “It depends on whether your porch is at deck height or down at porch level, two blocks.”
Town resident, Mike Hammock, interjected, “The more you define it the harder it’s going to be…leave it as broad as possible.” 
Councilman Hendren said that Code takes care of assuring that the decks and/or porches are structurally sound. Mrs. Templeton agreed, but reminded everyone that if someone puts plywood on the outside of the framing, etc., “Code doesn’t care about how beautiful it is, and that is, I think, what we are trying to get to…is the appearance of it.”

Mayor Paschal concluded the discussion, “I think we’re okay on Section (m) until we get to the stairs…strike ‘all stairs shall only be used in conjunction with,’ and then begin the sentence with ‘A rear porch, etc.’  ”


He also said that he thought “stairs or steps” should be added to 



Section (l) at the end.


Mayor Paschal said if everyone would be “looking around to see what’s 



out there, ask others what they think, and then get back to Brenda 



(Town Clerk) or Mrs. Templeton and give them your comments or ideas.”



Mrs. Templeton mentioned, “…one other thing that Council may want to 



consider—giving the option of a brick porch along with the concrete, etc.”



Mayor Paschal said his grandfather had used brick on his front porch and 



that it has lasted well.
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With no additional comments, Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we table action on the Ordinance of the Town of Wentworth, State of North Carolina, amending the Wentworth Planning and Zoning Ordinance, Chapter I-Definitions-Class A and Class AA Manufactured Homes, until the September 6th, 2005, Town Council meeting.”

Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
VIII.
Public Comment  - No one requested to address members of Council.
IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS – Mayor Paschal made the following announcements:
· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will be on 


Tuesday, August 16, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

· The Citizens For Community Improvement (CCI) will meet on Thursday, August 18, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

· The Town Clerk will be attending the Annual Conference of the N.C. Association of Municipal Clerks in Kill Devil Hills, August 24 – August 28th. (Provided there are no hurricanes in the forecast!)

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be on

Tuesday, September 6, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.
· Filing fee for anyone wishing to run for a seat on the Town Council is $10.00. Filing will end at 12 noon on August 5, 2005. Each person wishing to file for office must go to the Board of Elections office located in the Governmental Center in Wentworth.

VIII.
A D J O U R N


Mayor Paschal made a motion “we adjourn..” Councilwoman Powell

seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





              Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
