TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

M I N U T E S

May 3, 2005
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, May 3, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner, Councilman Nathan Hendren, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:
Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher gave the Invocation.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda



A.  Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and noted that Mrs. Pat Wulfeck signed the Speaker Register to address Council regarding the National Day of Prayer.


Mayor Paschal made a motion, “that we add her to the Agenda.”



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 

All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

Mayor Paschal invited Mrs. Wulfeck to address Council.  She thanked 

Council for letting her speak. She advised everyone, “It’s no surprise to any of you that I’m talking about the National Day of Prayer which is day after tomorrow, May 5th, and as always, we are going to meet here at the armory at noon.”
Mrs. Wulfeck read the National Day of Prayer Scripture from Hebrews 4:16—“…Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace that we may obtain mercy and find Grace to help in the time of need.” She mentioned that Mayor Pro Tem Belcher’s invocation asked for, “…the improvement and benefit of our community.” Mrs. Wulfeck said, “…this is an activity that both improves and benefits the community of Wentworth…we will pray about family, the church, the educational system, the government and the media.” She then read a prayer written by Max Lucado for the National Day of Prayer, and thanked Council members for their time.
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Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for April 5, 2005.
Mayor Paschal asked if there were any corrections to the minutes. There 

were none. Mayor Paschal made a motion to “adopt the minutes as 
written.” Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion. There was no 
discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article V.
Old Business – There was no old business.
Article VI.
New Business
A. Adoption of Resolution in Support of the National Day of Prayer
Mayor Paschal asked Mayor Pro Tem Belcher to read the Resolution in Support of the National Day of Prayer. (Note: A copy of the resolution is attached hereto as a part of the Minutes.)
After the reading of the resolution, Mayor Paschal asked for a motion. Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion, “that we pass the Resolution in Support of the National Day of Prayer.”
Councilwoman Evelyn Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
B.
Consideration of Letter of Support for the Voice Interoperability 


Plan for Emergency Responders (VIPER) Project.



Mayor Paschal called attention to a letter from Mr. Steve Hale, 



Director of Rockingham County Emergency Services, requesting 



the Town to consider support of the VIPER project. 



Mayor Paschal explained that the VIPER project “will tie together the 


`
State of North Carolina, the North Carolina Highway Patrol, and the 



Sheriff’s Department, so that everyone will benefit by better overall 



emergency response communication.”
Mayor Paschal commented, “It’s a good project…the (communications) tower will probably be located nearby in the Fire Training Center area.” He also mentioned that Council may be considering a change in the Town’s Cell Tower Ordinance and will add this site to the list of Wireless Telecommunication Facility 



Site Recommendations (Table A).
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Mayor Paschal concluded, “At this time, I need you to consider the


letter of support for the VIPER project.”


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher commented, “It would certainly be 



worthwhile. As always in any emergency event, (lack of) 



communication between different groups and agencies can at times 


lead to problems. If you have better communications, the hope is that 


you will have better response.”


Mayor Paschal added, “We have had some problems in the past in the 



County. The Fire Department has had problems, so I think this 


(project) would be a step up for us.”



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion, “That we support this Voice 



Interoperability Plan for Emergency Response Project.” 



Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no further 



discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
C.
Submission of Budget Message / Budget Summary / Estimated 

Revenues and Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2005-2006 

Mayor Paschal remarked, “Consider the budget submitted and on the table, as you all have a copy of it.” Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had questions for the Finance Officer or Town Administrator concerning the budget.

Councilwoman Powell said she “…would like to compliment Brenda and Yvonne on doing such a good job…an excellent job.” Councilman Hendren and other council members echoed her remarks.

Mayor Paschal reminded everyone, “If you think of any questions or want to make comments concerning the budget, you can call the office “between now and the Public Hearing on June 7, to speak with Brenda or Yvonne.”
Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we set the Public Hearing for the budget for June 7, 2005, at the next Town Council Meeting.”
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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VII.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Mayor Paschal made the following announcements:
· The National Day of Prayer will be observed in Wentworth at 12:20 p.m. on Thursday, May 7, 2005, here at the National Guard Armory.



Mayor Paschal urged everyone who could, to meet at the armory for



prayer.
· The Town of Wentworth will host the Rockingham County League of Local Governments on May 16, 2005, at the Wentworth Volunteer Fire Department.  The social will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the dinner/meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m.
Town Administrator, Brenda Ward, reminded Council that the Town of Wentworth will be hosting the League meeting, and encouraged all of them to try to attend. She commented, “It is a good opportunity to show off the new Fire Department to the rest of the county.”

· The next regular meeting of the Town of Wentworth Planning Board will be on Tuesday, May 17, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

· The Wentworth Town meeting on Community Needs and Issues will be on Thursday, May 19, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.


Mayor Paschal encouraged all citizens and persons interested in the Land 



Use Plan to be present for this community meeting.
· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be on 


Tuesday, June 7, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

Other Announcements:

Councilwoman Powell advised everyone that the Rockingham County Historical Society now has a web site and she encouraged everyone to check it out.

Councilman Belcher mentioned that the Farmers’ Market will be opening at Chinqua-Penn this week, and that the Rockingham County Folk Festival will be held at Rockingham Community College, May 7-8.
Mayor Paschal invited everyone to stay for refreshments to honor Finance Officer, Yvonne Russell, who will be going on maternity leave soon.
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VIII.
A D J O U R N


Mayor Paschal made a motion “the meeting be adjourned.” Mayor Pro Tem 


Belcher seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





              Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
