TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

February 1, 2005
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall meeting room in the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, January 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher, Councilman Nathan Hendren, and Councilwoman Iris Powell
Council members absent:
Councilwoman Evelyn Conner did not attend due to illness in her family.
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call To Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation: The invocation was given by Mayor Pro Tem Belcher

Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda



A. Requests and Petitions of Citizens


Mayor Paschal noted that Beverly Wilcox signed the Speaker Register 


to address council concerning the Post Office—an item already on the 



Agenda for report/update to council.  



Mayor Paschal made a motion “to add Ms. Wilcox to the Agenda.”



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no discussion 



and all voted in favor. The motion carried.

Mayor Paschal also advised Council of the need to “add an item under 
Old Business—Item C, Update on Town of Wentworth T-Shirts”, and 
made a motion for same. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Belcher.  There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion 
carried.
Mayor Paschal invited Ms. Wilcox to the speaker podium.

Ms. Wilcox said she missed the January Council meeting and wasn’t sure 

what was discussed regarding the post office, because she had not had an 

opportunity to review the minutes. 

Ms. Wilcox said, “…I’m puzzled that there is a solution that really 
wouldn’t be very expensive for us people of Wentworth, in regards to 

delivery out of Reidsville. It was kind of kicked off as not a good idea.” 

Ms. Wilcox continued, “It was not clearly understood, by me at least, 

why it was such a terrible idea, and why spending a whole bunch of 

money was a better idea.”
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Mayor Paschal apologized for interrupting Ms. Wilcox, and interjected,

 “That is an option for delivery we are considering—using Reidsville, and 

the smaller post office. The huge post office was the one that would have 

been for rural route delivery—the $750,000 post office. The option for 

delivery that we are considering is through Reidsville, right now, for the 

smaller post office.”
Ms. Wilcox responded, “The letter that is going to be sent out to citizens 

doesn’t make that very clear…” Mayor Paschal added, “We haven’t 

tweaked that yet…” 
Ms. Wilcox continued, “Okay, well then let me say this…as you’re 
figuring out what it is that we’re gonna do, please, please, please understand that I don’t care what report says how wonderful the economy is in this county, in this town, and in this state, it’s not…I would say that there are probably four foreclosures a week now in this county…so please spend every penny wisely, or better yet, don’t.”
Mayor Paschal thanked Ms. Wilcox for her comments.
Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Minutes for January 4, 2005


Mayor Paschal asked for corrections or approval of the minutes. 
Councilman Nathan Hendren made a motion, “That we approve the minutes as written.” Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article V.
Old Business 
A. Economic Development Partnership—Changes in Bylaws

Mayor Paschal advised that this item of Old Business was tabled at 
the January meeting due to Mr. Belcher’s absence. Mayor Paschal 

said that Council was given Mr. Belcher’s report at that meeting, but 

asked Mr. Belcher if he had any comments or additional information 

for the Board.
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said he would like to point out a few things:
“When we first joined the Partnership for Economic Development…, 
we (Wentworth) negotiated a rotating position on the full board. At the 
time, before we joined, Madison, Mayodan, and Stoneville rotated 
once every three years. When we joined, they increased the full board 
by one, and then we in turn rotated with Stoneville every other year, 
and Madison and Mayodan rotated as well.”
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Mr. Belcher continued, “There is also the Executive Board. The 

Executive Board meets monthly and does primarily the bulk of the 

citizens/business input for Economic Development (the Partnership). 
The way that it was set up then, is that one position rotated once every 
three years between Eden, Reidsville, and the four of us (Wentworth, 
Madison, Mayodan, Stoneville) in whatever order we happened to be 

serving at that time. The most frequent we could be on that board was seven years.”

Mr. Belcher estimated that the Town’s position on the board (under 

the old Bylaws) could have been “as infrequently as once every 
thirteen years…that’s voting representation.” 
He added, “We can always attend those meetings…we can always 
speak, but actual voting on the issues would be what has changed. 
Now, we have permanent representation on the full Board—

the Board was increased from ten to fourteen members, and we have a permanent position on that board.”
Mayor Paschal said, “But that vote rotates…” 
Mr. Belcher continued, “Voting on that full board rotates among Stoneville, Madison, Mayodan, and Wentworth. On the Executive Board, we rotate…we have a permanent member once every four years on the Executive Board, out of Stoneville, Madison, Mayodan, and Wentworth. So we now have a guaranteed position on there at least every four years.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher advised that at the last meeting of the 
Executive Board in January, the Town Administrator from Mayodan 
commented that while this is better, it still didn’t give full 
representation to all the municipalities.
Mr. Belcher said it was brought out then and will be confirmed, that 

when the committee came up with the new rules, it was determined that because of the makeup of the partnership and its Bylaws, there has to be a certain ratio of private and public sector (municipal) representation. 
Mr. Belcher said the County Attorney advised that predominant municipal representation would change the makeup of the board and require a new charter, bylaws, etc. in order to be legal.
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Mayor Pro Tem Belcher concluded, “This is a closer step to better 
representation but still not the cake, icing and candles that we would 
like to have. At least we are making some progress in the right 
direction.”

He commented, “As far as membership on the board goes, serving on 
the Executive Board this year has been educational for me. I think, 
with their mandate and the resources available, they are using this as 
best they can. However, my position has not changed. I still think the 
County would be better off spending money on infrastructure, roads, 
sewer, that type of thing, as a means of attracting business…”
Mayor Paschal asked, “In regard to the ratio of public versus private 
sector, as long as they added an equal number of the other to offset the
change in representation, what is the problem with that?”

Mr. Belcher replied, “If we make any changes as it is now, to give 
each municipality equal representation, then there is really no need for 
the Executive Board at all. You, basically, would have just the full 
board. The reason they wanted to have the Executive board, and anyone who has been in business or management positions knows, the larger boards you have…, the less you get done…You can achieve more, get better results with a small group of people.”
He commented that he expressed his opinion that the municipalities are more interested in looking out for the individual town/city rather than the County as a whole. He said it would be more advantageous if the cities got together and said, “What is best for Rockingham County?”

Councilwoman Powell said that would be hard to change… “It’s 

always been every man for himself.”

Mr. Belcher said he, as the representative on the full Board for all 
the Towns, has “no clue what they would want, and there has been 
no contact from these other municipalities to me or to Brenda (Town Administrator) to convey any specific issues they want discussed.”
Councilman Hendren asked Mr. Belcher if he thought the others were receptive to his comments and the idea that all the Towns communicate their needs so that the person holding the position on the board could be more effective.  
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Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said they (Board) mentioned the County League of Local Governments that meets quarterly, and said that he feels that this is more of a social event than a time for addressing specific issues of the municipalities.

Mayor Paschal said that what he thinks the people in the smaller 

towns are saying is, “…that it’s hard for somebody over here to know 
what is going on over there. Each municipality controls what is 
happening in their boundaries. While there are many businesses, no 
doubt, contributing more money to the partnership than the 
municipalities or the county, at the same time, the municipalities and 
the county control all the land in the county.

The mayor continued, “They are not just worried about what they’re 
going to get out of it, but that they have input into what’s being 
decided. There is no other organization that we pay dues to that we 
don’t have a vote or input into what is going on.”

Mayor Paschal said, “It is better than it was before, but I would like 
to see it improved. The bottom line is that people don’t feel 
comfortable investing their money and putting their trust into it, 
hoping someone else is going to take care of them as well as they will 
themselves. The larger municipalities in the county are going to do 
whatever is best for them first. It is not that a vote will give you that 
much pull, but the idea that you are getting a vote helps.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher added, “We can, as a member, still attend 

the meetings and speak of any concerns we have, and they do 

encourage this, and we can attend the Executive Board meetings as 

well, except when they move into closed session.”
Mayor Paschal expressed the Council’s appreciation to Mr. Belcher 

for serving on the Partnership for Economic Development Board, and 

said he is sure the other municipalities appreciate him as well. “It’s 

just that they would feel more comfortable to have their own 

representative speaking on their behalf and their issues.”
Councilwoman Powell commented that the Partnership puts out a 

newsletter and an annual report which, “helps everyone know what is 

going on.”
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Article V.
Old Business - Continued
B. Update on Post Office Building & Survey of Wentworth Residents 

      by U.S. Postal Service – Mayor Paschal

Mayor Paschal pointed out the summary in Council’s packets, of the 


Town’s contacts and correspondence with the District Office in 


Greensboro. He explained that this summary was necessary due to a 


change in personnel in the Greensboro office. A new person was 

assigned the responsibility of “Address Management” and asked to be 

brought up to date on the Wentworth Post Office issue.

Mayor Paschal advised that he and Ms. Ward would be meeting with 


this person, Connie Blakesley, on February 8th. Mayor Paschal said 


that Mr. (John) Taylor has advised that they are still discussing the 


issue of a building.


Councilwoman Powell said that the Historical Society is “getting 


ready to go up on the rent they are charging” for the current space.


Mayor Paschal said he would bring some information back to Council 


on the meeting and perhaps an answer from Mr. Taylor as to whether 


or not “we have been moved up on their priority list.”

C. Update on Wentworth Shirts with Town Seal – Brenda Ward
Mayor Paschal asked Ms. Ward to update the Council on the shirts.

Ms. Ward read a memo she received from Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer, concerning her efforts on the stitched sample of the Town Seal, which Ms. Ward passed to the Board. Ms. Russell’s memo explained that the supplier, “A Stitch In Time,” said they could not get the seal any smaller than the sample and that the leopard faces do not reflect the detail of the original seal. Ms. Russell also pointed out that the date on the seal is incorrect, but that this can be corrected.

Ms. Ward said she believed the seal was going to be too intricate for anyone to reproduce and that she and Ms. Russell are recommending that the Board consider coming up with a logo that would be easier to stitch. She reminded Council, “We still have to pay the $125.00 set-up fee for this work, and if you want us to look outside this general area, we can try some other sources, as long as you don’t mind paying the initial fees.”
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Councilman Hendren asked if the seal had to be stitched, or “Could it be printed?”

Ms. Ward said she didn’t know, and asked if he was talking about screen printing. Councilman Hendren said he thought printing would perhaps be easier than the stitching.


Mayor Paschal asked if Ms. Ward or anyone else thought that there 


might be some other business that could do a better job with the seal. 

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher recalled that Ms. Russell had advised that 


she observed the equipment in each of the shops she visited and that 


they were all about the same. He agreed with Ms. Ward and Ms. 


Russell that a town logo may be the way to go.


After further discussion, the consensus of the Board was to have Ms. 


Ward and Ms. Russell search out some other possibilities, either to 


stitch or (screen) print the seal. 

Article VI.
New Business
A. Request from Annie Penn Memorial Hospital for Sponsorship 


of Relay for Life Cancer Walk Team – Brenda Ward


Mayor Paschal asked Ms. Ward for her comments concerning the 


request from Annie Penn Hospital.


Ms. Ward reminded Council members that the Town had 


sponsored a Relay for Life team a few years ago, and that during 


the audit that year, the Town’s auditor expressed that while this 


was probably not illegal, he felt that it may not be a good practice 


for the Town. “It leaves us wide-open to requests from various 


other agencies and fundraisers,” Ms. Ward said.


Ms. Ward said she has, in the past, checked with the Local 


Government Commission and with staff at the Institute of 


Government regarding their interpretation of the General Statutes 


concerning the use of taxpayer’s money for other than “public 


purpose” or the “good of the public.”  She said she constantly gets 


the same answer—that “contributions of this kind may not be 

illegal but it is not encouraged.”
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Ms. Ward explained that when the Town is approached for 


financial support, a form must be completed, “and they must list 

the amount, and what it is to be used for. Then Council can 

consider it, and determine if it should be placed in the budget. 

When we have the public hearings on the budget, citizens have an 

opportunity to express their opinions on these contributions.”

Ms. Ward said that the person making the request for Annie Penn, 


indicated that the hospital, in exchange for a donation of $100.00, 

“will put our name on the team shirts as a sponsor.”
Ms. Ward said her recommendation to Council is, “for you, and myself, and any others who may want to do so, to donate money, out-of-pocket, and then ask the hospital to accept the money on behalf of the Town.”
Council members agreed that they prefer to donate individually, with Mayor Paschal making the motion, “that council members chip in, of their own resources, and make up the $100.00 for Annie Penn Memorial Hospital’s Relay for Life Team.” Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no additional discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VII.
Announcements


Mayor Paschal made the following announcements:
· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will 



be on 
Tuesday, February 15, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National 



Guard Armory.

· The Citizens For Community Improvement (CCI) will meet 


on Thursday, February 17, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National 


Guard Armory.

· The Rockingham County League of Local Governments 


Quarterly Meeting will be held on Monday, February 21, 2005, 


at the Stoneville Vera Holland Community Building. Social at 6:00 


p.m. and dinner/meeting at 6:30 p.m.

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will 


be on Tuesday, March 1, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National 


Guard Armory

· The next meeting of the Partnership for Economic Development 


Executive Board will be on Wednesday, February 16, 2005, 8:30 


a.m. at the Governmental Center Kitchen.
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Article VIII.
A D J O U R N


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion, “The meeting be 


adjourned.”


Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. All voted in favor and 



the motion carried.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





        Brenda Ward, Town Clerk



    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
