TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

January 4, 2005
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting at the Town Hall meeting room in the National Guard Armory, on Tuesday, January 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner, Councilman Nathan Hendren, and Councilwoman Iris Powell
Council members absent:
Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher did not attend due to illness.
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call To Order

Mayor Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation: The invocation was given by Mayor Paschal
Article III.
Discussion / Revision and Adoption of Agenda



A. Requests and Petitions of Citizens


Mayor Paschal noted that no one signed the Speaker Register to 

address council. In approving the Agenda, however, Mayor Paschal 

made a motion, “To add item number 3 under New Business (A)—

Essentials of Municipal Government class, and under (B) Reports, item 

number 3 for approval of Budget Amendment No. 3, for Fiscal Year 2004-
2005.”
Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All 

voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Minutes for December 7, 2004



Mayor Paschal asked for corrections or approval of the minutes. 
Councilman Hendren noted a typo (councilwoman) in the paragraph 
under Article IV. of the December minutes, and commented, “With that correction, I move the minutes be approved as written.”
Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion except that the Town Clerk advised, “This correction has been made in the Minutes Book.” All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article V.
Old Business – Mayor Paschal advised, “There is no old business.”
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Article VI.
New Business


A. Approval of Employee Attendance at Upcoming Schools / Seminars



Mayor Paschal asked Council to look at the upcoming schools and 

seminars, and to vote on each one separately.


     (1) Introductory Governmental Accounting Class, January 10 – 12


           Registration Fee: $195/00 -For Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we approve Yvonne’s 



attendance at the Introductory Governmental Accounting Class, 



January 10 – 12.”



The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Conner and 

Councilwoman Powell. There was no discussion. All voted in 

favor and the motion carried.


(2)
North Carolina Municipal Clerks’ School & Conference



January 26-28, 2005



New Clerks’ School Registration: $190.00 / Yvonne Russell



Master Municipal Clerks’ School:  225.00 / Brenda Ward



Councilman Hendren made a motion, “That we approve the 



training for both Brenda and Yvonne during the North Carolina 



Municipal Clerks’ Conference.”


Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 


All voted in favor and the motion carried.

(3)
Essentials of Municipal Government Class – Selected Dates



Registration Fee: $195.00 (Mayor/ Council & Town Staff)



Mayor Paschal mentioned that this school is held particularly for 



the benefit of new mayors and council members and that it is being 



held in various locations.



Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we approve the Essentials 



of Municipal Government class.”



Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no 



discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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B. Reports



(1) Economic Development Partnership – Changes in Bylaws


      Town of Wentworth Representative: Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher



Mayor Paschal commented, “Mayor Pro Tem Belcher is out 




tonight and I make a motion, ‘That we table number (1) under 




Reports, until James can give us that report since he attended the 




meeting.’”



Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no 




discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.




Town Administrator, Brenda Ward, commented that by tabling 



the motion until the next meeting, Council would not have input at 



the Partnership’s meeting on January 19th. Mrs. Ward said she 




had hoped her memo, along with Mayor Pro Tem Belcher’s printed 




report, would assist Council in making some recommendations 




prior to the January meeting. 



Mayor Paschal commented, “As far as anything we might do, we 




have already paid for this fiscal year, and we’re pretty much in it 




for right now.”




Mrs. Ward explained that the issue is not membership, and said 




that in her opinion, “the change in the Bylaws does not improve 



the Town’s representation on the Partnership Board(s).”



Mayor Paschal replied, “But we probably can’t affect that,” and 



said that he understood that “…the Bylaws have been approved.”  



Mrs. Ward said, “They have, but if someone brings it up again, 




and I have been told that it will be because there are some who 



are not happy with the changes, then James would have a chance 



to voice Council’s approval or disapproval of the changes, if you 



wanted him to do so.”



Mayor Paschal commented, “I am still unclear on some of 



it…they have the Board of Directors and then the second group. I 



know that James is serving on both.”



Councilman Hendren said, “Maybe we can get a better 




explanation of the changes from James.”
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Mayor Paschal added, “We can always push them to bring it back 



up.”




Mrs. Ward responded, “It will be brought back up at the January 



meeting and I thought it would be good, if we were in agreement 



with those who feel the changes are not acceptable, to express our 




opinion at that time.”



Mayor Paschal replied, “Anyone who wants to talk to James 




individually, and of course we gave him the authority to speak for 




us, be sure to call him and express any concerns you might have.”




Mayor Paschal noted that a motion and second to table the report 




had been made, and asked for any additional discussion prior to the 




vote.




There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.



(2)
Financial Reports – Yvonne Russell, Finance Officer



(3)  Budget Amendment No. 3 for Fiscal Year 2004-2005



Mayor Paschal invited the Finance Officer, Yvonne Russell, to 




present the financial reports..



In reference to Budget Amendment No. 3 for FY 2004-2005, Mrs. 
Russell commented that the memo in Council’s packet “…explains what we have done as far as the amendment goes, but if you have any questions, I’ll be glad to answer them.” 




Mrs. Russell pointed out that “$1,750.00 was transferred from the 




General Fund to the Public Safety Miscellaneous line item to cover 




funds provided for the Rockingham County High School SADD 




Club.” 




She explained that the total dollar amount of the Budget for FY 




2004-2005 has not changed.



Mrs. Russell also advised Council that the Budget VS Actual 



Report, reflecting the Town’s financial activity in the last six 



months, “is included for your information.”



Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had any questions for Mrs. 




Russell. There were no questions.



Councilwoman Powell made a motion, “That we accept Budget




Amendment No. 3.”  Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. 




There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VII.
Announcements

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will 



be on Tuesday, January 18, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National 


Guard Armory.
· The Citizens for Community Improvement (CCI) will meet on 


Thursday, January 20, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard 



Armory.

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be on Tuesday, February 1, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.
Article VIII.
A D J O U R N


Mayor Paschal made a motion, “The meeting be adjourned.”


Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. All voted in favor and 



the motion carried.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





        Brenda Ward, Town Clerk



    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
