TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

December 7, 2004
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, December 7, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: Mayor Dennis Paschal, Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher, Councilwoman Iris Powell, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner, and Councilman Nathan Hendren.
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Dennis Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:
Councilwoman Iris Powell gave the Invocation.


Mayor Paschal welcomed everyone, thanked them for coming and wished them “a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.”

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda

A. Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Paschal noted that no one signed the Speaker Register to address Council and asked for a motion concerning revision or approval of the Agenda.

Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher made a motion, “That we approve the Agenda as presented before Council.” Councilwoman Evelyn Conner seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Minutes for November 4, 2004
Mayor Paschal asked for any changes or approval of the minutes. 

Concilwoman Powell made a motion, “That we accept them as written.”  Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. There was no discussion. Everyone voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article V.
Old Business  
A. Update on Post Office Survey

Concerning the Post Office and Wentworth address, Mayor Paschal advised Council of, “…things we’ve been doing here just recently. We met with some Post Office officials…about a week ago. They have offered us a chance to have bottom-line delivery, where our address would read, ‘Wentworth, North Carolina,’ through the Reidsville Post 
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Office. Originally, they would not consider that. As I say, that would be through the Reidsville Post office.”

Mayor Paschal said that when he talked with the officials about an actual new building, he showed them two different blueprints—one for a $750,000 building with enough space to allow three (3) rural routes. 

Mayor Paschal continued, “The first thing they said would have to happen is for us to be moved up on the waiting list, and we’re probably three or four years on down the road.”  He said this would first have to go before the Facilities Division and that “they have to be able to show a real need for the facility in our area. Mr. (John) Taylor said the Facility Division is not going to show the need for a $750,000 building to run 3 or 4 rural routes out of, which would also give us bottom line delivery from that post office.”

Mayor Paschal explained that the postal officials, “…have said all along that they do not intend to pay (rent/lease) any more than they are paying the Historical Society for using the Wright Tavern. It is pretty much a known fact that they only pay around a thousand dollars a year.”
The Mayor said he talked to the officials about a smaller building, “…the one that is in the neighborhood of $380,000—the second building in our drawings.” Mayor Paschal said that Mr. Taylor indicated that they could probably justify moving the smaller building up on the list, as long as they saved money in comparison to what they are spending now. Mayor Paschal said the lowest lease amount would be $1.00 per year, and that Mr. Taylor agreed that, “…since they don’t have handicap accessibility and the parking is bad (at the current Post Office), the Facilities Division could probably justify moving us up on the list as long as it doesn’t cost them anything.”
Mayor Paschal said the Post Office is in the process of reviewing the five-year plan and that he asked them to consider moving Wentworth up on the list for the smaller building. He said the Facilities Division should be meeting in mid-January, and should be able to determine at that time. “whether or not we can be moved up on the list.”

Mayor Paschal explained that the Town Council has already approved sending out the survey to Wentworth citizens to see if they desire an address change (from Reidsville to Wentworth). He said he would like to have Council’s opinion of the letter in their packets, and added that he  thought it would be a good idea to mail it to citizens ahead of the survey. 
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Pro Tem Belcher volunteered to read the letter aloud for everyone.

(Note: Letter is attached hereto as a part of these minutes.)

Mayor Paschal said he has asked the Board of Elections to provide Wentworth’s list of registered voters for the Tax Department so they can incorporate the information with tax records and come up with a more accurate mailing list.



Mayor Paschal asked Council their opinion of the letter. Everyone 



nodded favorably, and Mayor Pro Tem Belcher commented, “We have 
been talking about this for quite some time. I think that sending out the letter ahead of time is a good idea. That keeps it fresh in everyone’s mind and gives them ample 
opportunity to call and contact the Town if there are any questions.”


Councilwoman Powell commented, “One thing about it…you’re going to 



have to push them because they have been talking about a post office for 



40 years and if you don’t push them…” Mayor Paschal responded, “We 



have pushed them…I pushed them as hard as I could push them.”  He 


asked the Town Administrator/Clerk if she recalled what was said when 


Mr. Taylor commented, “Even if you build a building, it’s still going to 


cost us something, too.”



Mrs. Ward replied, “Dennis (Mayor Paschal) asked them point blank, 



‘What is it going to cost you—what do you think your capital expenditures 



will be if we pay for the building? The only thing they could say was that 



they would have to pay employees to work on Saturday to move the 



boxes.”



Councilwoman Powell commented. “They will never find another 



building for a thousand dollars a year, I don’t care where they go.”



Mayor Paschal said that if the Town constructs the small building, “We 


will be 
more or less giving them almost a free lease on it, for some period 


of time, anyway.



Councilman Hendren asked the Mayor if he was referring to a modular 



building. Mayor Paschal responded. “Yes…but it doesn’t have to be 



modular, because those modular buildings are in short supply now, and he 



(John Taylor) did say as long as we build it to spec it did not have to be 


modular.” 
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Mayor Paschal said the (Post Office) financial representative also 



attended the meeting and said he would like to be able to say, “Yeah, 



we’re going to approve the post office if you’re going to build it…but of 



course, we’ve got to go to the higher ups and it’s got to be approved. We 



can push them, we can ask them…” he said. 



Mayor Paschal added, “…and they all said, they promised they would 



work on it. We have pushed them hard all along and that is one of the 



reasons they keep coming back and talking to us, is because we have 



pushed hard.”



After additional discussion on the letters that have already been written 


concerning the need for a post office, whether or not the post office is 


under the Federal government, how the Ruffin and Pelham post 


offices came to be, and the fact that a bid process will be followed if the 


post office is approved, Mayor Paschal asked the Clerk if a motion was 


needed to send out the letter prior to the survey.
The Clerk said, “Not necessarily, since Council has already approved doing the survey…it will be noted in the minutes that the letter was read and there was no opposition in discussion that followed.”

Article VI.  
New Business
A. Consideration of “Resolution of Support for the Troublesome 


Creek Ironworks Archaeological Project”

Mayor Paschal recognized Mrs. Lee Templeton, a project committee member, who explained that the committee is working on a grant from the American Battlefield Preservation Program, a part of the National Park Service.   
Mrs. Templeton thanked the Mayor and members of Council for considering the Resolution. She explained that the grant is “only for twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars,” but said it would provide exploration money for ground penetrating radar and allow the archaeologists to begin testing to see what physical evidence there is in the Troublesome Creek area. 
Mrs. Templeton related that because both the British and the Americans camped in the Ironworks area near Speedwell Church, “before and after the battle…we’re hoping that ‘our little part of the world’ will gain some of the attention, both on the State and Federal levels, associated with National Parks.”
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“As part of the grant process,” Mrs. Templeton explained, “It requires us to show that we have the support of municipalities, county government and other groups. I have 15 letters of support already, ranging from Senator (Phil) Berger and Representative (Nelson) Cole, to DAR groups and the Historical Society, of course, as well as others. The project committee is already looking at a second grant which would be the ‘big money’ for actual excavation.”  

In conclusion, Mrs. Templeton reviewed “five different reasons as to why we want to preserve this particular area:

(1) To expand our knowledge of the Revolutionary War, and discover what Southern Rockingham County had to do with this;

(2) Also, to learn more about the Grist Mill that was there, which burned in 1970. The ironworks facility was there as well; 
(3) To preserve the area for future generations;

(4) To provide a place where people can go to learn about their history, with possible walking trails, bicycle paths, etc. 
(5) Last but not least, to increase tourism in Rockingham County.”


Mrs. Templeton explained that this area, once developed, could be an



extension of the Guilford Courthouse National Military Park in 


Greensboro. She added, “After the battle at the Guilford Courthouse, 


Nathaniel Green came to our area and camped at the Ironworks. This 



may possibly draw people from the Greensboro park to our area as 



well.”


Councilman Hendren asked about the orange cones on the Ironworks 



road—“Is that where they are working?” Mrs. Templeton replied, 

“Yes, the Caswell County Prison Farm has started doing some  clearing.”

There were no additional questions or discussion. 

Mayor Paschal made a motion, “That we pass the Resolution supporting the Troublesome Creek / Ironworks project.”
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher and Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion.  There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VII.
Announcements

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will be on Tuesday, December 21, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be Tuesday, January 4, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.
Article VIII.  
A D J O U R N

With no further announcements, Mayor Paschal made a motion “the meeting be adjourned.” Councilman Belcher seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the meeting adjourned.





Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





              Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
