TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

October 5, 2004
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, October 5, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher, Councilman Nathan Hendren, and Councilwoman Iris Powell 
Council members absent:
Mayor Dennis Paschal and Councilwoman Evelyn Conner
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher gave the Invocation.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher noted that Brenda Ward, Shannon Rawlins and Steve Curry signed the Speaker Register requesting to address Council, along with Ms. Frankie Legaux who is to present the information for the Public Hearing regarding the Flood Plain Ordinance.
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion, to “Adopt the Agenda as presented with the addition of the speakers who were mentioned.”
Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article IV.
PUBLIC HEARING

A. Consideration of Revisions to Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance – Chapter Five of Subdivision / Planning and Zoning Ordinances

   -  Revisions Approved by Town of Wentworth Planning Board 

on 9/28/04 for Recommendation to the Town Council
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher announced that the Public Hearing would begin and invited Ms. Frankie Legaux with the Rockingham County Planning Department, to address Council.
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Article IV.
PUBLIC HEARING - Continued



Ms. Legaux explained that Rockingham County and the Town of 



Wentworth, “participate in the National Flood Insurance Program in 



order that the County and Town residents can obtain affordable flood 



insurance.” She said that a homeowner’s (insurance) policy does not
cover flood damages, but advised that other benefits of participation include, “Federal Disaster Assistance from flooding, public assistance funds for State declared flood disasters, FDIC or FSLIC guaranteed lenders make loans in flood-prone areas, and you are also eligible to apply for Hazard Mitigation grants.” 
Ms. Legaux informed the Town Council, “In return for the benefits we get from participating in the National Flood Insurance Program, FEMA, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, requires the counties and towns or cities to adopt and enforce flood regulations for all existing and new development located in special flood-hazard areas identified on the flood insurance rate map.”
Ms. Legaux showed the rate map to board members and remarked, “It doesn’t include  a lot of areas in the Town of Wentworth…most of them occur along the Rock House Creek area.” She explained, “If anyone wanted to put in new construction or add on to existing development, they would have to obtain a flood plain development permit in those areas.”

Ms. Legaux asked, “Why is the amendment important to your ordinance? The ordinance we are working with now was prepared in 1987, so some of the things are out of date on that. There have been several Federal and State agencies that have mandated changes in the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance we have.”

Ms. Legaux referenced Senate Bill 1341, the Flood Hazard Prevention Act of 2000, which amended State minimum requirements. She also referenced Senate Bill 300 (2001), which amended North Carolina Emergency Management laws, and required local governments to adopt Hazard Mitigation Plans in order to receive public assistance funds for State declared disasters. Ms. Legaux advised that an updated Flood Prevention Ordinance is part of the Hazard Mitigation Plan.
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Article IV.
PUBLIC HEARING - Continued



She continued, “North Carolina has an agency that is…a mirror of the 


Federal Emergency Management Agency—FEMA—which you hear a lot 


of talk about. But the North Carolina agency adopted a State model 


ordinance reflecting all of the minimum standards, and that is the basis for 


our changes—the changes that needed to occur because of the National 


Flood Insurance  Program, and also the changes that needed to occur as far 


as the Hazard Mitigation Plans.”


In reviewing “what has actually changed,” Ms. Legaux explained: “We 



have expanded the definitions section, and we have required applicant 



information for flood permits and certifications. We had to come up with 


an application form and also a permit form, and have prepared both of 


those. The application form will be the same for the Town of 



Wentworth and for Rockingham County. There would be two 



separate permits—one would be issued for the Town of Wentworth and 



the other would be issued if they are in the county, but the application 



will be the same.”



Ms Legaux continued, “There has been a section added that will prohibit 


the location of solid waste disposal sights and similar hazardous waste in 


chemical storage areas in flood plains. There is also a Variance procedure 



for that, if they in fact need to locate in that area, so that is an added 



section.”

Ms. Legaux advised that specific development and construction standards 

have been added. She explained that in the old Ordinance the two 

categories were Residential Construction and Non-residential 

Construction. However, there are new categories for manufactured homes, 

accessory and temporary structures, and for recreational vehicles, as well 

as residential and non-residential or commercial type activities.
In conclusion, Ms. Legaux added, “Those are the basic changes that have 

occurred in the ordinance. Again, it is patterned after the State model 

ordinance. Right now, the State requires two-foot elevation above the base 

flood elevation if you are going to do any sort of new construction. We 

have not added to that…we are still going with the same thing. That has 

not changed at all.”

Ms. Legaux said she would be happy to answer any questions.
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Article IV.
PUBLIC HEARING - Continued



Councilwoman Iris Powell asked about the water that runs off the Court 



House property, saying her son’s business and has been flooded by the 



run-off, and that it has ruined equipment. She asked if the Flood Plain 


Ordinance addresses run-off.


Ms. Legaux explained that run-off such as Councilwoman Powell 



described is considered “water down” and is not covered under a flood 



policy. She said the damages would have to be covered under an 



individual homeowner’s policy.



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher remarked, “It says here that to participate in the 



National Flood Insurance Program is voluntary…however, if we do not, 



then, ‘flood insurance may not be purchased by anyone living within the 



community’s jurisdiction, and no Federal disaster…including Small 



Business Administration, Farmers Home Administration, Veterans’ 



Administration, etc. may be provided in the areas that have been identified 



as flood prone. No FDIC, no FLIC guaranteed lender may make a loan to 


anyone living in the flood plain unless insurance is available. Public 


Assistance to recover from flood damage is not available to local 


governments for State-declared disasters, and the community is not 


eligible to apply for hazard mitigation.’   ”


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher added, “Even though they say it’s a voluntary 


program, they are fairly strong-armed in their…” Ms. Legaux responded, 


“Exactly. The National Flood Insurance Program has been in effect for 



twenty-five years, and when they come through with these changes…they 



normally do a study that will tell them what problems are causing money 



to be expended.”



Board members discussed the areas shown on the map, particularly the 



Rock House Creek area, but there were no further questions or comments.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher thanked Ms. Legaux for coming and commented that since the Town already participates in the program, “and it is just a matter of revisions, ‘I would like to make a motion that Council adopt the revisions to the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance as approved by our Planning Board.’”
Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article V.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for October 5, 2004

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked for discussion or approval of the minutes. 
Councilwoman Iris Powell made a motion, “that we accept the minutes as written.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Article VI.
Requests and Petitions of Citizens

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher acknowledged the students from Rockingham County High School’s SADD club, and asked Ms. Shannon Rawlins to come forward to address Council.

Ms. Rawlins introduced herself as “President of the SADD Chapter at Rockingham County High School,” and said, “On behalf of our Club, I would like to thank you for your financial support and hard work in helping us to host the Prom Breakfast last year.” Ms. Rawlins said that over 200 students attended the event at the Golden Corral, and that without Council’s support, the Prom Breakfast would not have been the big success it was. 
Ms. Rawlings explained that the “general goal of Prom Promise Safe and Sober Prom Night, is to create awareness for and to promote a drug and alcohol-free atmosphere surrounding the prom, by encouraging students to sign a pledge indicating that they will stay safe and sober.”

Ms. Rawlins concluded by informing Council that SADD will be hosting their fifteenth consecutive prom breakfast in April, 2005, and added, “We hope you will continue to support this worthy cause.”

She then presented Mayor Pro Tem Belcher with a plaque, reading the inscription, “Rockingham County High School Students Against Destructive Decisions salutes Wentworth Town Council for its demonstrated commitment to the ideals of the North Carolina Safe Schools Initiatives 2004.”
Amid applause, Mayor Pro Tem Belcher thanked Ms. Rawlins and members of SADD on behalf of the Town Council, as Ms. Janet Rakestraw, SADD advisor, made photographs of the presentation.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher commented, regarding the Speaker Register, that Ms. Ward would address council at the end of the meeting, and that Mr. Curry would have an opportunity to speak during review of the subdivision plat.
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Article VII.
Old Business  - There was no old business to discuss.

Article VIII.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Approval of Subdivision Plat for Stephen E. Curry and Dianne R. 

Curry 
Tax PIN No. 7977-00-61-3989


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher recognized Ms. Lee Templeton, with the 



Rockingham County Planning Staff, who asked Council if they had 



any questions regarding the subdivision plat survey map.


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked, “This was one lot that has been 



divided into two, or were there two existing lots?” 



Ms. Templeton answered, “There were two existing lots.”



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher commented, “The main change, then, was 



the easements for the sewer.” Ms. Templeton affirmed this to be true.



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said, “That has met with approval of the 



County Environmental Health?”



Ms. Templeton replied, “Environmental Health has approved the way 



he has it changed…this is not a new add-on.”



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked if the (County) Planning Staff had 



approved the plat survey. Ms. Templeton said, “It took a while, but 



we got it where it looked okay to us.” 



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion, “That we approve the 



subdivision plat for Stephen E. Curry and Dianne R. Curry.”  



Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion. There was no 



discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article VIII.
New Business – Continued




A.  Approval of Budget Amendment No. 2 for Fiscal Year 2004-2005

- To Fund Comprehensive Land Use Plan Per Proposal from 


The Piedmont Triad Council of Governments, Greensboro, NC

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher explained that the Town Council, in the September Council meeting, directed the Town Administrator to adjust the Budget to reflect the expenditure for the Land Use Plan contract with Piedmont Triad Council of Governments. He acknowledged that Budget Amendment No. 2 reflects the appropriation of $30,575 from the Fund Balance to “Other Operating Costs” thereby increasing the budget amount for General Government to $421,725.00. 

Ms. Ward explained, “It is possible that more revenue than anticipated will be received by year end, making it unnecessary to use any of the fund balance.”
There were no questions or additional discussion. 

Councilman Hendren made a motion, “that we approve Budget Amendment No. 2 for Fiscal Year 2004-2005.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked the Town Administrator and Town Clerk, Ms. Brenda Ward, to address the Council.  Ms. Ward said she would like to, “formally introduce Ms. Yvonne Russell to all of you here tonight. She is our new Finance Officer and Deputy Clerk, and we are so glad to have her.”
Ms. Ward said she would also like to get council’s approval to develop and present a Travel Policy at the November Council meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said he thought it would be a good idea…“…as we go along, I think it is a good idea to continue implementing our policies as necessary, by Council action.”

Ms. Ward said that she and the Finance Officer are  working on additional policies that will be presented in the near future. 
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IX.
Announcements

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will be on 


Tuesday, October 19, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

· Election Day—Tuesday, November 2, 2004 / DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be THURSDAY, November 4, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

X.
A D J O U R N


Councilman Hendren made a motion, “the meeting be adjourned.”  


Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. All were in favor and the meeting 


adjourned.


Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





            Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                     James Belcher, Mayor Pro Tem    
