TOWN OF WENTWORTH

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

July 13, 2004
7:00 P.M.

The Wentworth Town Council held their regular monthly meeting in the National Guard Armory on Tuesday, July 13, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.

Council members present: 
Mayor Dennis Paschal, Councilwoman Evelyn Conner,  Councilman Nathan Hendren, Councilwoman Iris Powell, and Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher
A quorum was present. 

Article I.
Call to Order

Mayor Dennis Paschal called the meeting to order.

Article II.
Invocation:
Mayor Pro Tem James Belcher gave the Invocation.

Article III.
Discussion / Revision / and Adoption of Agenda

Mayor Paschal reviewed the Speaker Register and made a motion to “add Ms. Beverly Wilcox to the Agenda.” Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

Mayor Paschal said he would also like to make a motion to “add the appointment of a representative of the Town of Wentworth to serve on the Economic and Development’s Executive Board.” Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.



Mayor Paschal made a motion “to add the third item under New 


Business—a plat survey, adding a small tract which is Tax PIN 7975-

04-63-7585, to the parent tract, 7975-04-64-8282 for Robert O. Maxey.” The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Belcher. There was no 



discussion. All voted in favor. The motion carried.


The mayor then made a motion “to approve the Agenda as amended..”


Councilman Nathan Hendren seconded the motion. There was no 



discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
Article IV.
Approval of Town Council Meeting Minutes for June 1, 2004

Mayor Paschal asked Council if there were any changes to the minutes.
Councilwoman Iris Powell made a motion, “They be accepted.”  Mayor 

Paschal seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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Article V.
Requests and Petitions of Citizens



Mayor Paschal recognized Ms. Beverly Wilcox of NC Hwy 65 in 



Wentworth, and invited her to address Council.



Ms. Wilcox spoke regarding the “newly worded Requests and Petitions of 



Citizens.” She expressed her concern over the fact that Council’s approval 



is needed in order to speak, because it “might intimidate some people.” 


She added, “It makes it sound like…well, if you think you like what I’m 


gonna say, then sure, come on up and if not, well, we don’t have time for 


you. Now, that clearly isn’t the case, because you had no idea what I was 


going to say when I got up here. And most of you think I’m kind of 


critical in the first place. So if somebody was going to be denied, it would 


probably be me, and I wasn’t, and no one asked me what I was going to 


say. So I just suggest that…for a feeling of openness, until this time 


(Requests and Petitions of Citizens) becomes a time problem or is abused, 


that it just be, ‘come on folks, you wanna talk, we wanna hear.’”  

Mayor Paschal thanked Ms. Wilcox and commented, “You’re entitled to your opinion, but in the past you have made some comments about the Rules of Procedure, and of course we are looking at those now and Brenda is reviewing them…and we’ll probably make some changes. Within those rules, it seemed like…and of course we talked to our attorney, James Dewey, that the way they are written now, we should approve people who come and ask to speak. Of course, we can’t be biased about it, but it’s part of approving the overall agenda. It’s not anything to curtail the time…it’s  in there (Rules of Procedure) like that…the adoption of the Agenda. At one point in time, we were kind of laid back and we would let people come up, and everybody got to speak, but when you start facing criticism over some of this stuff, we have to take a closer look and say, ‘well, we should do this like this because that’s the way we have it written.’” 
Mayor Paschal concluded his remarks with, “We are tying to make some adjustments and in the near future, be sure we make the changes that need to be made…and at the same time, try to adhere to it as it is written now.” He added, “I’m sure people will point out things when we make a mistake. We’re only human. But thank you anyway.”

Article VI.
Old Business – There was no old business.
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AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION:

Article VII.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration of Planning Staff Recommendation to Approve Change in Site Plan for Lee Kimbro – Wentworth Estates –
Tax PIN 7986-00-12-5689


Mayor Paschal recognized Mrs. Lee Templeton and asked her to 



present the Staff’s recommendations on Mr. Kimbro’s change in site 



plan.


Mrs. Templeton asked Council to look at their maps of Mr. Kimbro’s 



property and pointed out that he is requesting “lots 2, 3, 11, and 12 be 



enlarged by splitting a farm pond and the land around it so that it is 



more or less evenly divided among them.”


Mrs. Templeton pointed out the details of the consent judgment 



handed down by the  Rockingham County Superior Court concerning 



Mr. Kimbro and the Town of Wentworth, specifically: “The size of the 



lots depicted in the RP zone may be increased and the area depicted in 



the RA zone may be decreased if necessary to comply with Health 



Department regulations, but in no event shall the number of lots be 



increased.”


Mrs. Templeton explained that Mr. Kimbro’s request is not because 



of the need to comply with Health Department regulations and, 



“neither is he wanting to increase the number of lots.” She explained



that the intention of the judgment and the Council’s thinking was to 



keep the density of the subdivision low. She said, “This change does 



not interfere with that interpretation of the judgment.”


Mrs. Templeton concluded with Staff’s recommendation to “approve



enlargement of lots 2, 3, 11, and 12 by dividing, more or less 



equally, the farm pond and land that lies between them with the 



following conditions:

1. There will be no further reduction of Tract A, except as governed by Judgment # 7; and

2. There will be no subdivision of any lot in Wentworth Estates,

except for add-ons, which do not create additional lots. This

condition must be stated on each deed.



Staff believes that approval of the request keeps the spirit of the 



Judgment, with these conditions.”
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Regarding the proposed deed restrictions, Mayor Paschal asked Mrs. Templeton if the Planning Department is planning to follow up to see that the restrictions are, in fact, put on the deed(s).  Mrs. Templeton answered that Mr. Kimbro has not done so yet, and that “no lots have been sold at this time.” Mayor Paschal asked, “But will you see copies of the deed when you sign off on lots…to be sure they are restricted?”  Mrs. Templeton answered, “Yes…we would see them when we sign off on them.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked if there are any health or environmental reasons for dividing or not dividing the pond.  Mrs. Templeton replied, “None that we are aware of.”

Mayor Paschal asked Town Attorney James Dewey, if he saw any problems—“Does it alter the final judgment in any way?” Mr. Dewey said that granting the request, in his opinion, “is not in violation of the intent of the judgment.” 

\
There were no other questions, so Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion “to approve Mr. Lee Kimbro’s request for a change in the site plan for Wentworth Estates, Tax PIN 7986-00-12-5689.”

Councilwoman Evelyn Conner asked if it the motion includes the deed restrictions recommended by the Planning Staff. 
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said he would add to his motion that “the conditions noted by the Planning Staff (as stated above in the minutes) be followed.”
Mayor Paschal seconded the motion. There was no further discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

New Business – Continued

 AA.  Approval of Plat Survey for Robert O. Maxey / Tax PIN 7975-


04-63-7585 (Add-on) - Parent Tract PIN 7975-04-64-8282

Mayor Paschal invited Mrs. Templeton to proceed with the plat 


survey approval for Robert O. Maxey that was added to the 


Agenda (Item AA). 
Mrs. Templeton said the property in question is at the end of Dairy Road. She related that Mr. Maxey is selling a 3.69 acre-tract with a house and that the buyer also wants to purchase an adjoining 1.22-acre lot. With the add-on, the total acreage of the purchased property will be 4.91 acres. Mrs. Templeton said there will still be more than 16 acres in the larger tract owned by Mr. Maxey. She said there is almost 300 feet of road frontage.
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Mayor Paschal asked if anyone had questions for Mrs. Templeton. There were no questions and Mayor Paschal made a motion, “To approve the plat survey for Robert O Maxey to add on Tax PIN 

7975-04-63-7585 to PIN 7975-04-64-8282.”

 
Councilwoman Conner seconded the motion. There was no further 


discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

B. Request of Funds ($9,000) Toward the Purchase of Additional 


Security Cameras for Rockingham County High School
Mayor Paschal invited Mr. Wayne Barnett, Principal at Rockingham County High School, to address Council.

Mr. Barnett thanked council members for allowing him time on the agenda. He explained that the school has already begun installation of the next phase of their security camera/surveillance project.

Mr. Barnett said the Town’s support of the school’s security camera project has allowed the school to use its funds for the replacement and upgrade of teachers’ computers.

He said the cameras have cut down on larceny in the school by 80%. He said they hope to complete the project next year by adding outdoor security cameras.

Mayor Paschal asked Mr. Barnett if this is the final phase—“Will this be enough?”  Mr. Barnett replied that each phase consists of 16 cameras and their goal is to have 32 cameras.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher asked if the cameras have “cut down on actual incidents of stealing where you were able to go back and prove who was responsible and make arrests.” Mr. Barnett replied, “Yes, definitely.”
Councilman Hendren asked Mr. Barnett if they could “zoom in with the outside cameras.”  Mr. Barnett explained that the outside cameras will come in the next phase—“next year’s project, probably four to five cameras to pan the area.”

Mayor Paschal remarked that the outside cameras already installed at the middle school do have the ability to zoom in. 
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Mayor Paschal asked the Town Clerk what amount is budged for this type expense. Mrs. Ward said that $10,000 was budgeted for Public
Safety – Miscellaneous. The mayor asked about funding for ReDirections, as to what line item of the budget applies to them. Mrs. Ward said that past funding for ReDirections has always come out of the Public Safety-Miscellaneous budget.
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher remarked, “We would need to move some money from Other Operating Costs to the Public Safety line item to cover ReDirections, if we have a request from them.”

Mayor Paschal then made a motion “to fund Mr. Barnett’s request for

$9,000.00, from the Miscellaneous Public Safety budget.”
Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. There was no additional discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

C. Council Approval of Budget Amendment No. 5 for FY 2003-2004

· Transferred funds from Other Operating Costs to Capital Outlay for Office Equipment – to Cover Purchase of New Computers Due to Lightening / Storm Damage: (Total Budget Amount FY 2003-2004 Unchanged).




Mayor Paschal explained the need to purchase new computers for the 



Town office due to an electrical storm, “causing lightening to run in on 




our computers.” He asked the Town Clerk if the insurance company 




would be paying on these. Mrs. Ward said that the claim with the 




Town’s liability insurance carrier is pending.



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher made a motion to “approve Budget 




Amendment No. 5 for FY 2003-2004.” Councilwoman Powell




seconded the motion. There was no additional discussion. All voted in 




favor and the motion carried.

D. This item removed from July agenda.

E.
Amendment to Resolution of Authorization for Finance Officer—


Said Amended Resolution to Supersede Original Resolution Dated 


May 1, 2001

Mayor Paschal explained that the amendment reflects a change in wording to require the Town Administrator’s approval of any request made by the Finance Officer for a budget amendment. He stated that this change became necessary when the Town added an additional employee.
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Mayor Pro Tem Belcher offered to read the Resolution. The Resolution as read, is attached hereto as part of these minutes.

Mayor Paschal then made a  motion to “approve the amended Resolution of Authorization for Finance Officer as written..”
Councilwoman Powell seconded the motion. There was no other discussion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

F. Appointment of Administrative / Personnel Department Head, 


Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 160A-158


Mayor Paschal explained that the Town office does not have an 


“official head of Administration or Personnel, but the General Statutes 


does permit a member of council to be appointed to this position.” The  


mayor said this would provide expediency in handling related issues.

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said he would like to read an excerpt from 


the statute, as follows: “…in cities having a population of less than 

5,000 according to the most recent official federal census, the mayor 

and any member of the council shall be eligible for appointment by the 

council as department head or other employee, and may receive 

reasonable compensation for such employment, notwithstanding any 

other provision of law.”


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher then made a motion to “appoint the Mayor 


of the Town of Wentworth as head of the Town’s Administrative / 


Personnel Department.”

Councilman Hendren seconded the motion. There was no discussion. 


All voted in favor and the motion carried.
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G. Appointment of a Representative of the Town of Wentworth to 


Serve on the Rockingham County Partnership for Economic and 


Tourism Development’s Executive Board for FY 2004-2005


Mayor Paschal explained that when the Town of Wentworth voted 


last year to become partners in the Rockingham County Partnership for 


Economic and Tourism Development, it was determined that the 


smaller towns would alternate representatives on the Executive board.

The mayor reported that the Town of Stoneville was represented last 

year and that the Partnership has notified the Town Administrator that 

Wentworth now needs to appoint a representative.


The mayor said he would first like to know Council’s thoughts 


concerning joining the partnership “again this year.” He said, “there is 

no need to elect a representative if we aren’t planning to partner with 

the 
County and the other towns for another year.”

Mayor Pro Tem Belcher commented, “I personally still take the 

stand that it is a colossal waste of our money…” Mr. Belcher said, “I haven’t seen anything yet that they have done to warrant our 


investment.” He said he does not believe that it benefits the Town of 


Wentworth and that he would be opposed to joining the 
Partnership.


Mayor Paschal responded, “I, too, have had some concerns, but at the 


same time, we have to try to get some jobs in the area, and the people 


in Wentworth have to work somewhere. While we will remain as rural 


as possible, the people who live here are going to benefit from any 


new industry or any type jobs that may come about in the county.” The 

mayor said he feels that the Town should show support for any efforts 

made to achieve this goal.

Councilman Hendren said he, too, has “the same concerns as James.”


Mayor Paschal commented that Mrs. (Lisa) Perry (Director of the 


Partnership) tried to help Harry Rakestraw in his efforts to talk to the 


Department of Transportation concerning a turning lane in front of his 


proposed business (Cougar Crossing).


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher said, “I am sure the intent is good…I just 


believe that industries look for a good worker pool supported by strong 

education, and good access to water and sewer. I think the people would be better served if we, and the County, would spend money on Rockingham Community College, water and sewer, and road improvements.”
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Mayor Paschal then asked Mr. Belcher, “If we vote to be a part of it 



again, would you be interested in being our representative?” After 



everyone laughed at this question, the mayor said that he was “not 



trying to be funny 
in appointing James, but maybe your serving will 



allow you to get some explanations, and at the same time, you can see 



firsthand what is actually going on and can keep Council advised.”


Mayor Pro Tem Belcher, after thinking for a minute, said that if he 



was appointed, he would agree to serve.


There were no additional comments and Mayor Paschal made a 



Motion, “to join the Partnership for another year and that we appoint



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher as our representative on the Executive  



Board.”


Councilwoman Iris Powell seconded the motion. 



There was no further discussion. There were four votes in favor and 



one opposing vote by Mayor Pro Tem Belcher. The motion carried.

Article VIII.    ANNOUNCEMENTS

· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Planning Board will be on Tuesday, July 20, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.
· The next regular meeting of the Wentworth Town Council will be held on Tuesday, August 3, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. at the National Guard Armory.

Article IX.
A D J O U R N




Mayor Paschal made a motion “the meeting be adjourned.”



Mayor Pro Tem Belcher seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the 




meeting was adjourned.



Respectfully Submitted By: ______________________________





              Brenda Ward, Town Clerk


    Approved By: ______________________________






                              Dennis Paschal, Mayor    
